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Basis For Missions 


The true basis for missionary effort is not to be found in the _ 
human sympathy aroused through hearing of the wretchedness 
and suffering which result from the low standards of living among 
heathen people, however praiseworthy may be the efforts to re- 





— 

= lieve physical suffering, improve conditions and work for the up- — 
= lift of humanity. — 
= = 
= The true basis for missions is found in the Word of God, the — 
ss Bible, which is the story of God's search for man in contrast to all — 
= other sacred books which are the story of man’s search for God. == 
= In the Bible we learn, God's purpose and plan for the universe as = 
= revealed to man down through the ages. God is not concerned — 
= about material things only as they may be beneficial to man. His 
= great concern is for our eternal welfare. 


His concern was so great that His love bridged the chasm 
between a holy God and sinful, selfish men, making provision for 
their transformation into His own character. Thus transformed, 
they love God with all their hearts and therefore love to keep His _ 
commands. His love also causes them to love those others whom 
He sends them forth to win. 
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Thus the true basis for missions is love for the will of God in 
keeping with His great purpose and plan of the ages for His creat- 
ed universe. 
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VOLUME XXIII 


With this issue of the Messenger 
begins Volume twenty-three of this 
bi-monthly Missionary paper. After 
Rev. A. M. Eash returned from his 
visit to the field in 1929 the board de- 
cided to print a “Missionary Magazine 
called the CONGO MISSIONARY 
MESSENGER.” The magazine was to 
be the official organ of The CONGO 
INLAND MISSION BOARD to bring 
information to the constituency. The 
first issue was published in August, 
1929. s 

4,000 SUBSCRIBERS 


The published subscription price of 
the MESSENGER is fifty cents a year 
but no names are dropped from the 
list. The board has followed a policy 
of sending the Messenger to anyone 
who has been recommended by a pas- 
tor or Missionary as a regular sup- 
porter in prayer and finances of the 
work of the Mission. In the May- 
June issue of 1952 on the back cover 
page the editors presented a special 
appeal to the readers to express their 
appreciation for the Messenger by 
making a contribution to the Congo 
Bible fund. Many responded liberally 
with money and also with words of 
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appreciation and encouragement. 
Ninety per cent of those replying 
stated they look for the letters from 
the Missionaries first. 


CONGO WAYSIDE GLIMPSES 


Our letters indicate that the second 
most popular feature has been CON- 
GO WAYSIDE GLIMPSES. For the 
past three years Rev. James Bertsche 
has sent in these interesting insights 
into Congo life. We have asked Rev. 
Bertsche to prepare a number of 
these for printing in booklet form. In 
the midst of a busy furlough he has 
found time to do this and the book 
will soon be ready for the reader. 
The book has been enhanced greatly 
by the art work of Miss Lodema 
Short. The price of the book is fifty 
cents and may be ordered from the C, 
I. M. office. 


NEWS OF OUR MISSIONARIES 


The LAWRENCE REMPEL FAM- 
ILY and MISS ANNA QUIRING ar- 
rived in Baltimore on Thursday, De- 
cember eighteenth. They were met by 
Mr. Rempel’s parents and sister, Miss 
Eldora Rempel, C. I. M. office secre- 
tary, who is usually on hand to greet 
everyone at 4610 South Woodlawn, 
Chicago. The home address of the 
furloughing missionaries is Mountain 
Lake,Minnesota. All Messenger read- 
ers wish them a blessed time with 
their relatives and friends in the 
homeland. The Rempels have two 
children, Beverly Ann, age 6 and Bet- 
ty Jean, age 3. Ak 


The WALDO HARDER FAMILY 
were warmly welcomed to their new 
home at Tshikapa by the Missionaries 
and Africans. Some mosquitoes were 
also present and all five of the Har- 
ders have experienced Malaria for the 
first time. There is now a staff of six 
missionaries and seven children at 
Tshikapa. 


MISSIONARIES E. J. DICK, AL- 
LAN WIEBE and GLENN ROCKE 
made an automobile trip to Kajiji 


4 THE CONGO MISSIONARY MESSENGER 


where is located a new school for 
Missionaries’ children. The site was 
purchased by the Mennonite Breth- 
ren from a company that had started 
a silk worm project. The Mission- 
aries report Kajiji a beautiful place 
with a healthful climate and an abun- 
dant water supply. 


The JOHN B. JANTZENS will be 
back at Nyanga by the time the read- 
er has this, Mrs. Jantzen having re- 
gained her physical strength and the 
family enjoyed their stay in the 
South, They spent the last few weeks 
of their stay at Praetoria and other 
cities on the Cape. They are grateful 
to their many friends for upholding 
them in prayer. 


REV. HAROLD GRABER is back 
at Charlesville after spending a week 
at Johannesburg taking X-ray for a 
malignant growth on his right temple. 
After his return the family vacation- 
ed two weeks at Lake Madimape and 
have since completed a two weeks 
itinerary. 


A SECOND SON MARK was born 
to Rev. and Mrs. Arthur B. Janz of 
Nyanga at Mukedi station. Rev. Janz 
helped out with industrial duties 
while they were there. 


The SAM EDIGER FAMILY arriv- 
ed at Matadi on November eight- 
eenth. Rev. Russell Schnell met them 
and rode up country with Rev. Edi- 
ger in the Ton Chevrolet pick-up truck 
while Mrs. Ediger and the girls went 
to Kikwit by plane where she was 
met by Miss Agnes Lutke and Rev. V. 
J. Sprunger of Mukedi. 


THE MISSIONARIES in BRUS- 
SELS enjoyed and appreciated the 
hospitality of the David Shanks and 
Orley Swartzendrubers who are in 
charge of the Mennonite Mission Cen- 
ter in Brussels on November 30. 


Little James Peter was born to Rev. 
and Mrs. Peter Buller, at Mukedi 
Station, December 12, 1952. The 
Bullers are the new missionaries on 
Nyanga Station. 
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INDIA IS NOT CLOSED 


A brother writes questioning the 
wisdom of suggesting that the Mis- 
sionary doors to India may be closing 
in the Thanksgiving letter sent out 
over the Messenger mailing list. The 
brother thinks that our statement 
makes it appear that we are compet- 
ing with India as a field. We regret 
that we left that impression. We 
know of some missionaries who are 
being denied visas to India at present 
and are earnestly praying that the 
doors to the Gospel may not close for 
India’s needy people. 


THANKS TO A LOYAL 
CONSTITUENCY 


The Congo Inland Mission has a 
comparatively small constituency as 
far as numbers and large congrega- 
tions are concerned and most visitors 
of our work in Congo are surprised 
when told that during the past years 
the major support has come from a 
constituency of approximately five 
thousand members. We are thankful 
to God for making it possible to en- 
large the work and send more Mis- 
Sionaries because of the added help 
from the General Conference and the 
Evangelical Mennonite Brethren. Our 
four conference treasurers and three 
private groups forward us enough 
money monthly to pay the Mission- 
aries’ allowances and field expenses 
as well as most of the expenses of the 
home office. The SPECIAL NEEDS 
such as buildings, automobiles, etc., 
are supplied by churches, classes, 
families, and individuals throughout 
the constituency. Many gifts have 
come in response to the Thanksgiving 
letter and for all large and small we 
say a thank you and may God bless 
you. By your SPECIAL GIFTS you 
help to make the Missionaries’ life 
more comfortable and a greater min 
istry to the souls of men possible. 


Service is a great measuring rod; love 
without service is no love at all. 
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Letfers from the Field 
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A. Friesen and Twins 


Charlesville Station 
Dear Fellow Laborers: 

“Create in me a clean heart, O God; and 
renew a right spirit within me.” Psalm 51:10. 
A number of people showed that this was 
the desire of their hearts during the services 
that were being held these last days. We 
have been having evangelistic sercices with 
a native evangelist as speaker. He spoke 
have been having evangelistic services with 
‘the school children during the school hours; 
many confessed their sins and some came to 
accept Christ as their Saviour. We praise 
the Lord for answered prayer. Are they 
the fruits of your prayers? 

It has been my privilege to teach the wom- 
en’s catechism class. At the present time 
we have thirty enrolled and three more 
came to me this morning to ask whether 
they might be enrolled. Some of the wom- 
en when they come do not seem to realize 
just what it means to be enrolled in the 
class and then one must explain as one 
would to little children. In our own words 
and wisdom we would not be able to make 
the way of salvation clear to them but we 
_ know that with the power of the Holy Spirit 
they are able to understand. It was a joy 
to me this morning to hear the women re- 
peat Scripture. It is not easy for some of 
the older women to memorize but they do 
not know how to read so the only way is 
to memorize then they do know it. There 


are women in the class from about 20 to 
59 years of age and a few have now come 
that are even older that want to be enrolled. 
We praise the Lord for answers to prayer. 

This has been a hard month at the dis- 
pensary, not because we have had so many 
people but because so many are so very seri- 
ously ill. We will be very happy when our’ 
doctor will get here. One evening at 9 P. M. 
WE. WERE CALLED TO THE DISPENSARY. 
They told us that they had a woman that 
did not respond and had not talked all day. 
We went to see her. Many of her relatives 
had also come. We found her unconscious 
and in this condition she remained until her 
death about 60 hours later. We were unable 
to talk to her. They told us that she was 
in catechism class in her village. We trust 
that her heart was right with the Lord. May 
we be ready at all times. Have we done 
our part is often the question. If this young 
woman, perhaps 20 years old, had said I 
want to wait until I get older or until I 
get weak she would have had no opportu- 
nity. Her husband at one time made a pro- 
fession but has been living in sin. We trust 
that he will now make things right with the 
Lord. 

These days it is not unusual to have 4 
or 5 babies brought to us with high fevers 
due to malaria or pneumonia, or perhaps 
both, in one day. Some of these babies are 
sO very anemic and then they have no re- 
sistance for the different ailments. Whoop- 
ing cough, measles and chicken pox have 
again paid their visits in a number of homes. 
A number of school students come and ask 
for excuses due to various diseases and so 
we are kept busy from morning to night 
and yes, even into the night at times. 

Yesterday we saw a very good example 
again of why the government people want 
babies to be born at hospitals. A mother 
came with her baby, perhaps a week old, 
with a badly infected navel. The baby was 
wrapped in a little piece of cloth that was 
not big enough to wrap the baby well. The 
mother had a cloth and her hair is in curls 
made with dirt and oil. She will wear her 
hair in this way until the baby walks or 
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dies. She does not know the way of sal- 
vation and has no one to whom to carry her 
burden. 


We are very happy for our electric lights, 
as well as the inter-communication system. 
I wish to thank you all that have had a 
part in making it possible to have these. 
With the freight coming in here, it saves 
much time and saves much travel. 

In His Service. 
Aganetha Friesen. 





Nyanga Station 
November 22, 1952 


Dear Ones in the Homeland, 

“This is the Lord’s doing and it is marvel- 
ous in our eyes.” Ps. 118:23. We were just 
trying to get settled in a small school room 
for the meeting of the believers after a large 
evangelistic meeting when the overseer 
came and whispered to me, “Mama, won’t 
you come and speak to the women, they are 
crowded into another small room waiting.” 
They are crowding, no, not the back seats, 
everyone wished to be as close to the front 
as possible. After I made my way through 
the crowd, we sang a verse of song and 
then I asked them to move backward and 
sit down for a testimony meeting. There 
were a few old acquaintances and I, of 
course, looked for them to say something, 
but after only one of them had spoken, other 
women arose one after another, confessing, 
asking for prayer in sickness and trials, and 
testifying how the Lord had answered their 
prayers. Never before have I seen anything 
just like this. Finally we closed with prayers 
and a song, and I asked those who had come 
to accept Christ today to stay. There were 
8, I believe. I reminded them individually 
of the question in the catechism, Why do we 
believe in God? Some of them had been in 
the classes when little girls and seemed to 
remember the answer—We believe in God 
to save our souls. Why do you want to 
believe in God? After a simple prayer for 
forgiveness and asking Christ to wash their 
heart clean in His precious blood, they left 
one by one. 


In a small Batshoke village women again 
asked for a separate meeting for them after 
the general service. There was no school- 
room and so we went in the shade of a 
tree. Most of the testimonies were of how 
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God helped after they gave up their hea- 
then practices and witchcraft. One woman 


- said she was the main wife of a chief who 


declared she could not be a Christian, but, 
“f pelieve in God and have been a Chris- 
tian for a long time.” Here one of the 
evangelists was my interpreter as I do not 
know this language. 


Village work is hard work. One misses 
the comforts of home when sleeping on 
folding cots in dark mudhuts infested with 
bedbugs and scorpions, but after such blessed 
meetings discomforts fade in the background. 
We do so much appreciate a good powerful 
panel truck when stopping on the road in 
a torrent of rain and later climbing the steep 
washed out hill roads and descending the 
slippery valleys one after another. . 


In seven places we had communion serv- 
ices, the largest with 51 church members 
and the smallest with 9. Continue to pray 
for the church that it may be rooted and 
grounded in Christ Jesus and be a true light 
in this dark world. 

In His glad service, 


Frank J. and Agnes Enns. 


Charlesville Station 
November 24, 1952 
Dear Friends, 

A little over two months have passed 
since I first arrived here at Charlesville. My 
sister Aggie and Mrs. Archie Graber met me 
as I got off the plane at Tshikapa after hav- 
ing had a good view of Congo for about 
three hours from the air. We then went to 
Tshikapa Station where I saw the Wiebe 
and Graber families. I had often heard of 
the singing of the Congolese, and had looked 
forward to hearing them. I was pleasantly 
surprised to see a large group of school chil- 
dren gathering around the veranda to sing 
for me. I enjoyed the singing very much. 


The next day we then went on to Charles- 
ville, which is to be my home for the 
months ahead. Just before we got to the 
station we had to cross the Kasai River, so 
here was my first experience crossing a 
Congo ferry: If you ever want to be really 
warm, just wait down here by the river for 
a half hour, until the ferry men are ready 
to have you drive the car on what looks 
like a few planks thrown over two canoes. 
I don’t think they would know how to hurry 
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even if they tried. Shortly after arriving 
at the station, the school children gathered 
around the veranda to sing several songs. 


Monday morning I went with Aggie to 
Medical for the prayer meeting which they 
have before starting each day’s work. After 
the prayer meeting I was’ welcomed in 
French by the medical boys. 


My first week here was spent in unpack- 
ing some of my things, but it just didn’t 
seem right that I should unpack and stay 
awhile, after having moved around from 
place to place for so long. My second week 
I started studying the native language. I 
have two hours of class a day and then 
spend several more hours trying to learn a 
few things I should know. 


During these two months I have spent my 
time studying the native language and get- 
ting used to “Congo ways.” I haven’t had 
much difficulty with the heat so far and 
haven’t thought it to be any worse than 
the summer days spent in Chicago. The 
natives all seem to be anxious for me to 
start speaking their language, and think that 
when I know four words, I must start speak- 
ing, but learning a new language isn’t quite 
as simple as it sounds. 


I have already had my first experience 
with malaria fever, so I know what it feels 
like but hope I won’t have another attack 
for a long time to come. 


Some of you probably wonder what a 
missionary does to keep busy all day long. 
I sometimes think it would keep one person 
busy just answering the questions of natives 
who come to the door, besides seeing that 
the garden boy keeps working, that the 
cook doesn’t forget the pineapple for the 
upside-down-cake, that the wash boy has 
soap with which to do the washing, that 
there is someone at the hospital to tie the 
baby’s cord that was just born, and that 
someone goes to the missionary’s home next 
door to see what can be done with the 
temperature of 103°. 


My first week at Charlesville we had a 
lady that had to be taken to Luebo, 50 miles 
away, to the doctor for an emergency oOper- 
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Lena Friesen, R. N. 


ation. Just a few miles from Luebo, we 
were told that the bridge was washed out 
and that we would have to take the other 
route, so we drove 150 miles instead of 50. 
When leaving the station even for a few 
hours one must be prepared to spend the 
night elsewhere, as well as be prepared with 
a uniform to scrub in for surgery. When 
driving along with natives in the car, and 
we cross a bridge over a stream, we must 
stop, let them out for a bath along the 
bank, and a drink before they are ready to 
go on. We crossed three bridges on that 
trip, but we let them out only twice. Such 
is travel in the Congo. You can imagine 
that I will long remember my first trip away 
from the station. 


The medical work continues every day of 
the year and every hour of the day. It is 
not unusual to have someone at the door 
saying, “We have someone here who is dy- 
ing.’ We feel so helpless without a doctor, 
but rely upon the Lord as He gives the wis- 
dom. During the month of October we had 
54 babies born at the maternity hospital. 


Now it is just two weeks before the An- 
nual Conference and we are busy because 
we expect at least 70 in attendance. This 
is the 40th Anniversary of the Mission, so 
we expect a special time of blessing and 
rejoicing in what the Lord has done. 

We do need your prayers, and say “thank 
you” to those who faithfully remember us 
before the throne of grace. 


In His service, 


Lena Friesen. 


— 


Mutena, par Tshikapa 
Congo Belge, Afrique 
November 14, 1952 


Dear Friends, 


Psalm 34:3, “O magnify the Lord with me, 
and let us exalt his name together.” Greet- 
ings from the Congo. It has been a real 
thrill to us to be back again at Mutena. 
Many things have changed since we left here 
in 1950, some two years and five months 
ago. We are happy, too, that the year of 
study in Belgium is over and that we can 
again concentrate on the work which lies 
before us. We covet your prayers, as we 
begin the new term, for guidance and bless- 
ings as well as for the physical strength we . 
shall. need to carry on efficiently. 


Toward the end of the year in Belgium 
when things were difficult and we were 
rather tired of the long grind, there came 
an urgent call from the field for someone 
to help with the Selectione school. Our 
boat passage had already been reserved and 
since this time of the year is always a busy 
one for the boat and air lines, we were es- 
pecially happy when our boat passage could 
be canceled and reservations made on the 
plane for the 25th of August. Someone had 
canceled their plane reservations just a few 
days before we applied and thus we could 
get their places. 


August 24 was a day that will long be 
remembered. On that day all the CIM. 
missionaries who had come to study in Brus- 
sels for the following year as well as those 
who had been studying the past year gath- 
ered together for an afternoon of fellow- 
ship and worship. We were a group of 21 
including the children. On that day we 
said farewell to our co-workers and left for 
Melsbroek Airport on the following day, 
many were there to see us off. It was a 
nice warm day, such as one does not often 
experience in Brussels. The plane was about 
an hour late in taking off but we were soon 
above the clouds and flying along very 
smoothly. We left at about 1:30 P. M. and 
towards 5:30 we were above Marseilles, 
France and heading out across the Mediter- 
ranean Sea. It was just a bit after darkness 
had settled when we _ arrived at Tripoli 
where we made a short stop. Forty-five min- 
utes later we were again on our way and 
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about 3:30 we arrived at Kano, Nigeria. 
Here we definitely felt the tropical atmos- 
phere and saw the black people so familiar 
to us. We were beginning to feel that we 
were almost home. Another seven hours 
and we spied the wide waters of the mighty 
Congo and the plane began descending and 
soon we were on the runway and stopping 
before the airport. Customs was merely a 
formality and soon we were met by a mis- 
sionary from the Methodist Mission who had 
come to get us in the absence of Lutete who 
was at another place. ‘Two short days and 
a half of shopping and checking passage to 
Tshikapa and we found ourselves again 
winging our way toward the interior. But 
now we came to the interesting part of the 
trip. The plane was dropping down to- 
make a landing at the Tshikapa airport, and 
flying low, it circled for about ten minutes. 
These ten minutes seemed long. In the first 
place we knew that our sister and brother- 
in-law were down there waiting for us, and 
in the second place, the plane had suddenly 
become a bucking bronco. It bounced and 
rocked, vibrated and jumped, just like the 
natives giving a new missionary a first ride 
in a tshipoi. Loren Ray was so sick, he just 
hung his head over our arms and said not 
a word except “Let’s get off.” What a thrill 
when the plane had finally come to a stop 
and the door was opened, letting us out to 
meet our co-workers and renew acquaint- 
ances with the African Christians. Visiting, 
shopping, State business and a fifty mile 


trip by car took up the rest of the day which 
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was finally terminated with an official greet- 
ing from the African Church. We were 
again at Mutena. 


“O magnify the Lord with us and let us 
exalt His name together.” He has certainly 
been good to us in bringing us safely back 
to the Congo. What a difference between 
this trip and the first trip in 1944. At that 
time we took two days less than five months. 
This time it took just five days. The flying 
was smooth all the way and none of us suf- 
fered from air sickness. The last ten min- 
utes were disagreeable but thanks to dram- 
amine, which we had, taken as a precaution, 
we could be quite composed. 


A short week we spent at Mutena before 
I left for Nyanga to take up the teaching 
work which Rev. John Jantzen left when 
he went to South Africa. Justina and Loren 
Ray stayed at Mutena to help with the work 
there. Now the school terms have come to 
a close and our time of separation has come 
to an end. Just now we are enjoying a short 
vacation at the rest home before we plunge 
into the regular work at Mutena. 


We thank all of you for your prayers in 
our behalf during our stay in Belgium and 


for the long trip by plane to our home in 


Congo. 
ness. 


May God bless you and your good- 


Sincerely in His service, 


George, Justina 
and Loren Ray Neufeld. 


FIRST IMPRESSIONS 

Little did we realize what was awaiting us 
as the plane, following the Kasai River, low- 
ered altitude for the landing at Tshikapa on 
the morning of October 18, 1952. The whole 
journey had been a pleasant one from board- 
ing ship in Europe to the long looked for 
day of arrival at our destination, Tshikapa. 
But, what a welcome we did receive! Here 
were the Tshikapa missionaries, Archie 
Grabers and the Allan Wiebe family to greet 
us. And even Sam Entz’s our cousins, were 
there to make us feel at home, as well as 
Elmer Dicks and Fanny Schmallenberger, 
who came to meet Lois Slagle, who also was 


on the plane with us. The handshakes were 


hearty and genuine immediately making us 
feel a part of the missionary family which 
we were joining. 

The native church end Christians were the 
source of a real thrill, as we were welcomed 
by the 200 school children on the station up- 
on arriving. The native pastor’s welcome on 
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Sunday telling of the church’s prayers for us 
long before our arrival, brought tears to our 
eyes. The concern of the Christians when 
our baby was ill and their prayers have 
been a touching encouragement. And what 
joy to witness, as we were able to few 
weeks later, the baptismal service when 244 
were baptized, signifying that they had pass- 
ed from darkness into light. The sight will 
long be remembered of the group going 
down to the stream singing, “At the Cross, 
At the Cross, where I first saw the Light,” 
and a bit later, “There is Power in the 
Blood.” Folloiwng the baptismal service 
they returned dressed in new clothes. What 
symbolism—washed from. sin in the blood 
of the Lamb and dressed in the righteousness 
of Christ. | 


But Congo presents also another picture— 
not only of radiant converts, baptismal serv- 
ices, and prayer meetings. Sin in all of its 
hideous forms exists, and Satan is surren- 
dering no inch of his invaded territory with- 
out a contest. Besides the heathenism with 
its superstition, spirit worship, and open 
vice, there is the envying, the bickering, the 
discontent and strife; and a wave of greed 
and “lust for things’ seems to be sweeping 
the land with the advent of commerce. Then 
there are disappointments—men in whom 
you had placed confidence fall into the 
snares of the devil, church leaders once zeal- 
ous for souls leaving their flocks to acquire 
a bit of this world’s perishable. goods. But, 
praise be to God for the real trophies of His 
grace who stand as a glorious testimony to 
the power of the Gospel over the forces of 
heathendom. 


And now, a door stands open, a door which 
must be entered if Africa’s church is to stand 
the tests of time, a door of preparing a lead- 
ership for tomorrow’s church. Today the Con- 
go church stands at the crossroads, and its 
leadership will determine which road it will 
take. Tshikapa Bible School, which is to 
open at the beginning of 1953, is dedicated 
by the grace and enabling of God, to provide 
the leadership, not trained only in the knowl- 
edge of this world, but in the Word of God, 
leaders dedicated not to the things which 
are seen, but to the things which are not 
seen which are eternal, men not enchained 
by superstition and fears, but consecrated 
body, soul, and spirit to the Christ who re- 
deemed them and to the cause of passing this 
message on to their fellowmen who are yet 
under darkness and superstition of sin and 
degradation. 


With Nehemiah of old we must say, ‘““The 
work is great and large,” (Neh. 4:19), but we 
have a great God, and it is HIS work. Will 
you pray for His leading, His wisdom, and 
the manifestation of His power in the lives 
of those who in Christ’s stead are and will be 
calling, “Be ye reconciled to God.” 

Sincerely in His Faithfulness, 
Abbie Ann and Waldo E. Harder. 
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WAYSIDE 
; GLIMPSES 
By Rev. James Bertsche 





Of Eyes 


The human eye often-times serves as a 
little mirror in which may be seen reflected 
something of the character of a person or 
something of his spirit. The eye can be an 
unlovely thing as it betrays debauchery, 
hatred or hidden sin. Then again the eye 
can be a most beautiful thing as it reflects 
inner joy, peace and purity. 

In this connection, the eyes of the African 
make a fascinating study for the missionary. 
First of all, in their physical make up, they 
reflect much of the African’s life. So often 
in the case of older people, the eyes are sur- 
rounded by furrowed brows and lined cheeks 
—a regular frown which gives the impres- 
sion of a permanent scowl. Much of this 
stems from the conditions under which they 
live. Their small grass and stick huts have 
but a single opening, that being a doorway 
about four feet high and two and a half wide. 
Since there is nearly always a smouldering 
fire in the hut, the air is continually hazy 
and blue with wood smoke which has no es- 
cape. This is no easier on African eyes than 
it would be on your own. 


Then again, in a tropical land, reflection 
of sunlight can often be a problem. Particu- 
larly is this so on such days when there is a 
slight overcast. Seemingly the scattered lay- 
ers of cloud formation diffuse and reflect the 
brilliant sunlight in such a manner that 
there is no relief from eye strain. 


Another factor is the darkness. For the 
most part, the only light in a hut after dark 
comes from the smoking wood fire in the 
center of the earthen floor. The continual 
straining to see in their dimly illuminated 
huts or in their darkened villages makes 
its contribution as well to the strained ex- 
pressions which are so common among 
adults. 


But even though African eyes serve to 
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mirror something of the physical hardships 
of their lives, they tell still other stories 
which are of far greater importance. They 
tell of ways of life; they tell of sin; they 
tell of superstition, of fear and of uncertain- 
ty. They tell of suspicion, of hunger, of de- 
spair, of emptiness of soul and barrenness of 
spirit. In short, the African’s eyes serve as 
windows to his soul. Through them may be 
caught glimpses of needs which are as 4ra- 
matic as my verbal expression of them could 
be. Let us look into some of them. 


There are eyes which are misty and blood- 
shot; glaring witnesses to the African’s love 
for his bitter sweet palm wine. 


There are sometimes the eyes of old, 
wrinkled, gray and bent grandmothers; worn . 
and gnarled by countless days of grinding 
drudgery out under blazing tropical skies. 
You look into their eyes as you try to ex- 
plain in the most simple terms possible what 
salvation is and how it works. Then you 
pause and look into those dark eyes and 
search for some flicker of comprehension, 
but there is none. You start all over and 
try again — rewording a point here — re- 
phrasing there, but again, the same thing. 
They listen quietly and passively, assenting 
to all but with no light of understanding in 
their eyes. After several attempts, one al- 
most has the eerie sense of looking into eyes 
that are something less than human, not 
capable of responses that are human. You 
realize that here before you is sickening 
proof that sin mars and scars and twists 
and blights and spoils and hardens. 


Then there are the eyes of those who 
are leaders in their pagan society. They car- 
ry the responsibility of maintaining heathen 
rites and of initiating and teaching the 
younger generations. Sometimes the occasion 
presents itself to talk face to face with such 
as these—be he a witch doctor or simply 
an old village elder dedicated to the cause of 
ancient heathenism. As you look into his 
eyes, you begin to sense something of the 
consequences of planned and organized de- 
ceit. These leaders of paganism who thrive 
upon the deceiving of others, themselves 
reap the fruitage of their own deceits. Their 
eyes reflect their defiance and determination 
not to be changed. And yet there are shad- 
ows in those eyes which betray them and 
show the underlying uncertainty and uneasi- 
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ness which is theirs in it all. 


Then there are the times when one can 
look into the eyes of a mourning African 
beside a dead body of a friend or relative. 
Seldom does one have better opportunity to 
see paganism at its emptiest. In the eyes of 
such a one there is fear; there is hopeless- 
ness. One has the impression of seeing one 
seized by terror at being thus face to face 
with the reality of death and that he is grop- 
ing blindly for some straw of certainty in 
that unknown beyond. 


Again there are the eyes of the villager 
who comes in response to an invitation to 
attend a gospel service in his village. Here is 
the average African. He comes and joins the 
circle of listening people. He may be wearing 
some symbols of his paganism; a scrap of 
serpent skin, an animal tooth, an antelope 
horn—but he comes and listens to the Gos- 
pel. As this “New Way” is presented to him, 
you can detect the inner conflict which it 
brings. The face may be impassive but the 
eyes tell much. You can detect there a ques- 
tioning, a debate, a weighing process. He can 
see for himself the conflict between his own 
way of life and that of the child of God and 
his eyes often bespeak his uncertainty and 
indecision. 


' 


But there are still other eyes. There are 
often those who come—some by day and 
some by night—whcse troubled hearts are 
reflected in down cast, averted eyes. As you 
sit with them and hear the sordid details 
which are robbing them _ of peace, 
eventually their eyes rise to meet yours and 
there you see perfectly reflected all that he 
has been saying. They are troubled eyes; 
ashamed, distressed and uneasy eyes. Yet 
there is also remorse for sin, an eagerness for 
something better, and honest searching and 
a determination to meet God on His own 
grounds. 


Then there are the eyes of those who have 
sought and found the Saviour, and what an 
experience it is to look into them! Shadows 
of fear, superstition and darkness are gone 
and in their place the light of joy, of hope 
and of confidence reigns. 


But a study of Congo eyes would not be 
complete without a look into the eyes of 
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Congo youth. Here lies the supreme chal- 
lenge to the missionary. What a familiar 
sight it is to drive along the road and as one 
passes through a village to see your path 
lined by countless little Africans in varying 
stages of nudity—all with saucer wide eyes— 
striving to grasp all the details possible as the 
white person passes through their village. 


When one stops, there is immediately a 
circle of youngsters following every gesture, 
word and move. If there is a service, they 
are there—all eyes. If you camp for the 
night, they are there—all eyes. If you shave, 
comb or eat supper, they are there—all eyes! 


Wide eyes, eager eyes; questioning, search- 
ing, hungry eyes. Eyes reflecting the open, 
receptive, searching, pliable and curious 
minds behind them. Minds that are in the 
formative stage; hearts that can easily be 
won for Christ. 


The miner thinks of Africa in terms of ore. 
The lumberman thinks in terms of trees. The 
government agent—of statistics; the com- 
mercial agent—of new markets. The mission- 
ary often thinks of Congo in terms of eyes. 


Have you ever heard the voice of the Holy 
Spirit say to you, “You better never do that 
again”? If not—why not? 
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CIVIL AND RELIGIOUS CEREMONIES 
UNITE M. MARIE DILLER AND REV. L. R. 
BROWN 
On the morning of August 14th Miss M. 
Marie Diller, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Clarence D. Diller, of Bluffton, Ohio, and 
Rev. Lloyd R. Brown, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
James H. Brown, of Logansport, Ind., were 
married in a civil ceremony at the Marson 
Communale (Town Hall) in Brussels, 
Belgium. Those present were two State Of- 
ficials, two witnesses, four missionary 
friends and Marie’s landlady and her son 
Jacques. Marriage laws were read in French 
and the vows were also exchanged in the 
French language. For the occasion, Miss Dill- 
er wore a street lergth navy blue nylon 
dress with a bolero jacket of varicolored 
silk shantung, white accessories, and carried 
a nose-gay of white carnations backed and 
encircled by lace and streamers. The groom 
was attired in a brown suit and wore a 

white carnation boutonniere. 

The church wedding of Miss Diller and 
Rev. Brown took place a week later on the 
afternoon of August 21st in the Methodist 
Church in Brussels. The audience was made 
up of their Belgian, Norwegian, Swedish, 
English and American friends. 

Candelabra on either side of the pulpit 
and large bouquets on either side of the al- 
tar made a beautiful setting for the cere- 
mony. The flickering light from the candles 
emblazoned in a striking manner the golden 
colored cross on the pulpit cloth. 

Preceding the ceremony Miss Lydia Wire, 
a missionary student, played appropriate or- 
gan music, “Air Overture in D,” “O Lord 
Most Holy” and “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desir- 
ing.” Also a quartet sang “Joyful, Joyful, 
We Adore Thee,” “Love Divine, All Love 
Excelling” and “O, Jesus, We Have Promis- 
ed.” The quartette composed of friends from 
the Mennonite Center in Brussels were Mr. 
and Mrs. Shank and Mr. and Mrs. Schwartz- 
entruber. The attendants were Rev. and (Dr.) 
Mrs. Rudolph Martens, who are now study- 
ing in Brussels, preparatory to going to the 
Belgian Congo. The matron of honor, Mrs. 
Martens, was beautifully attired in a fuschia 
floor length gown. 


The bride was given in marriage by Rev. 
Neufeld, who took her father’s place in his 
absence. She wore an organdy dress, frosted 
with small hearts and flowers, over satin. 
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The dress was styled with a fitted bodice, 
corded Peter Pan collar and cuffs and cord- 
ing at waistline above a very full skirt. Tiny 
heart-shaped pearl buttons accented the 


front closing. Her veil was of finger tip 
length held in place by a fitted cap of match- 
ing organdy. The gown was designed and 
made by her sister-in-law, Mrs. Alford C. 
Diller, of Chicago. She carried a white Bible 
upon which were white and purple orchids. 

Dr. Coxill, head of Protestant Missions in 
Belgium, performed the double ring cere- 
mony. While the bride and groom knelt, the 
quartette sang “O Perfect Love.” Though 
the skies had been overcast all week, the 
sun broke through the clouds just as the 
benediction was being pronounced as if to 
add its blessing upon the two young lives. 

Peter Buller and Ellis Gerber, also mis- 
sionary students in Brussels, acted as ushers. 
Mrs. Neufeld, taking the place of the bride’s 
mother, was ushered to the seat of honor 
preceding the ceremony. 

A reception for missionary personnel and 
friends was held in the Belgian home where 
the bride had resided during the past year. 
Mrs. Neufeld baked a real American cake for 
the occasion (a three tierred cake at the base 
of which were arranged pink rosebuds). 
Punch was served by Miss Lois Slagle and 
the cake by Miss Lena Friesen, both mis- 
sionary students in Belgium. 

The couple honeymooned in England in 
the province of Keswick near the Scottish 
border. 

The bride is a graduate of Houghton Col- 
lege, Houghton, N. Y. and the New York 

(Continued on page 19) 
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This is exactly what the Lord wanted to 
avoid, when He said, “Consider how the 
Missions consider above all, 
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CONSIDER THE LILIES 
By Rev. A. P. Toews 
Field Sec. E.M.B. Conference lilies grow.” 


Member C.I.M. Board 


Matt. 6:28—‘“‘And why take ye thought for 
raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, 
how they grow; they toil not, neither do 
they spin.” 

Recently, when approaching Portland, Ore., 
from the east, early one morning in semi- 
daylight, I was impressed by the beautiful 
fields of lilies between the track and the 
Columbia river. Large patches of fresh, 
white lilies on a background of a dull, 
greenish gray, commanded my attention. The 
darkness of the night was just a little too 
weak at this stage to obscure from our sight 
the lilies’ determination to bloom. The lilies, 
bathed in the envigorating dew of the night, 
reached ever upward to present the most 
beautiful spectacle when the streamliner, 
The City of Portland, would come past. No 
wonder Jesus said to His disciples “consider 
the lilies.” f 

But Jesus did not only draw His disciples’ 
attention to the beautiful panorama the lilies 
presented. He wanted them to notice this 
and plus. Perhaps He made a slight pause 
after saying “consider the lilies.” But be- 
fore His disciples were too deeply engrossed 


with what they saw He reminded 
them inductively, and “how they grow.” 
There was no- great noise of spin- 
ning and toiling, they just grew that 


way. What they were was not of their own 
making, they grew. That which made them 
grow was the important thing. Not the noisy 
toil of human manufacture makes missions; 
they must grow. All the splendour of Solo- 
mon’s glory did not equal the beauty His 
disciples beheld. This world’s glory cannot 
be compared with the beauty and genu- 
ineness of God’s growth. 

It was not the bloom but the growth. It 
is not the bloom of missions but how sound 
the growth. Denominations and their mis- 
sions often pride themselves of the many 
members added to their numbers in the mis- 
sion field. Faith missions, on the other hand, 
love to point to their “faith’ and its results. 


the potential that makes you grow. It’s not 
the missions but the Holy Ghost power that 
counts; not the “growth” but the “growing.” 
Acts 1:7, “But ye shall receive power, after 
that the Holy Ghost is come upon you; and 
ye shall be witnesses unto me.” 

Almost in the same breath that referred 
to the lilies Jesus says: “Don’t be like the 
heathen yourself, thinking only about what 
splendor you will put on and how you will 
bloom before men, but seek ye first His 
growth, His Kingdom of power and sound 
spiritual development, and the bloom will 
be added unto you.” Do not think so much 
about the results on the field but whether 
we have sufficiently exalted Him. Whether 
in our hearts, truly the words, “that every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord to the glory of God, the Father,” have 
taken root. 

The entire chapter of Phil. 2, centers 
around this thought, Christ’s purpose of 
coming to us is to glorify the Father. St. 
Paul is gripped with this thought in the 
beginning of his epistle to the Philippians, 
when he writes: “Being filled with the fruits 
of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, 
unto the glory and praise of God.” Jesus 
sought nothing else but that the Father 
should receive all glory and praise. How 
much more should all the fruits of our 
righteousness be to the praise and glory of 
God. “Consider the lilies, how they grow.” 

It is this desire to exalt Christ as our 
personal Saviour, that will cause our souls 
to grow strong. Our first CIM missionaries 
with many other pioneers had this for their 
motive. Luther with his Melachton and the 
whole list of our first Mennonites displayed 
this strength of their souls. They were all 
so busy with the knowledge of God and 
the growth of their souls, that what they 
were mattered very little. Missions then 
are no burden. They will only be conceived 
as such by those who have a feeble soul 
life. Those grown strong in the praise and 

(Continued on page 21) 
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MUKEDI ON THE AIR 
OQ4AS This is Mukedi calling. “Are 


you hearing us?” 

The new stone chapel was dedicated Nov. 
2, with an audience of over two thousand 
people. We praised the Lord that, “the 
angel of the Lord encampeth round and 
about them that fear Him, and delivereth 
them.” In all the building with primitive 
people, there was no accident. No one had 
a fall. We thank the Lord for His goodness 
to us. We were very happy in dedicating 
the beautiful building to the worship of the 
Lord. We pray that many will come _ to 
know the Glad News of Salvation by Grace 
because of the witness in this building. It 
was only six months and twelve days since 
the foundation was started. The interior is 
not finished. We have a ground floor and 
every one brought his own chair. We thank 
the Lord that the acoustics are excellent. We 
praise the Lord for sending Mr. and Mrs. 
Rempel to us. They have honored the Lord 
in building the chapel. The African Chris- 
tians were quite free in voicing their ap- 
preciation of Rempel’s work. The praise for 
the Lord was boundless and the afternoon 
praise service had to be stopped in the 
midst of the testimony meeting, that had 
continued longer than the usual hour. 


On November the Rempel family started 
home on furlough. The Africans came to 
thank them and wish them God’s speed and 
scarcely got away before it began to pour 
down rain. There are times when good-bys 
are best accompanied by rain. We commit 
them to the Lord’s keeping and pray that 
they will be a blessing to you as they have 
been to us. We are praying that they will 
have a good rest and a quick return to the 
field. With two families of the Mukedi 
group on furlough we feel very much de- 
pleted in the work. We are glad that the 
Bertsches will soon return to us. 


October 20 was the closing day of school 
on the mission. We spent most of the next 
two weeks closing the regional schools and 
the schools that came to the regional schools 
for examinations. We took care of the of- 
fice files, and made the report cards right 
on the spot. We find it very interesting and 
a check on the school teacher’s work for the 
year. 

The Art Janz’ have been with us three 
and a half weeks. We thank Mr. Janz for 


continuing Mr. Rempel’s work while they 
are here. We shall miss them when they © 
go back to their station, Nyanga. Larry 
Janz and Bobby Schwartz have become good — 
playmates. Larry has a little brother since 
November 13. We wish them much happi- 
ness with their new son, Mark Richard. 
May the Lord abundantly bless them. 

The new Obstetrical Hospital, which is a 
gift from the F. B. I. is a great convenience 
and improvement over our former quarters. 
More patients are coming since they know 
there is a room for them. The hospital is 
almost full most of the time. 


Dr. and Mrs. Schwartz have had quite a 
lot of surgical patients. An occasional em- 
ergency because of a fight. The other day 
a man tried his knife on his wife, then on 
himself. He walked three hours with his 
intestines tied in a new cloth. The wife in 
an even worse condition was carried in a 
hammock. They arrived about 8:30 p. m. 

We have had rain almost every day for 
more than a month. Vegetation is beautiful. 
Crops look good. We thank the Lord for 
an abundance of native food. 

In November we had the privilege of hav- — 
ing the following overnight guests: 

Miss Anna Quiring, C.I.M., Nyanga. 

Rev. Glenn Rocke, C.I.M., Charlesville. 

Mrs. H. E. Trig, F.W.W.M., Nkole. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Grings and Ruth Ann, 

F.W.W.M. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gruiter and Maxlie, U.T.M. 

_ Luamba Luadi 

Rev. and Mrs. Waldo Harder, Carolyn, 

David and Priscilla, C.I.M., Tshikapa 

Rev. Peter Buller, C.I.M., Nyanga 

Rev. Elmer Dick, C.I.M., Mutena 

Dorothy Beard, F.W.W.M., Nkema 

Bessie Grings, F.W.W.M., Nkole 

Irene Ferrel, F.W.W.M., Nkole 

Miss Ruth ‘Stutter, U.T.M. 

Mrs. Sam Ediger and two little daughters, 

C.I.M., Banga Station 

At Mukedi we have had 173’ guests, (over 

night) in the last eleven months. 


Miss Agnes Lutke spent three weeks hav- 
ing Daily Vacation Bible School in the vil- 
lages in the Southern district. She reports 
very good attendance and a hunger for the 
Word. We praise the Lord that He has 
promised to prosper His Word. Mukedi off 
and clear until early next year. Happy New 
Year. Miss Erma Birky, Announcer. 
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A SPIRITUAL OASIS 


A Message from South Africa 
By Rev. John B. Jantzen 


Christian people enjoy gathering in groups 
to encourage one another in the faith. This 
is true in South Africa as well as in Amer- 
ica. It was the privilege of a small group 
of God’s people to gather in this manner in 
this vast Southland from the third to the 
sixth of October. 


The setting for the convention was Beulah 
Farm, a Christian guest house in the Karroo 
area of South Africa. Karroo means dry, 
and this country fits its name very well. 
Besides a few grasses which sprout, grow 
to a short height and head out very rapidly 
after a shower of rain, the natural growth 
in this area consists only of a thorn tree 
and numerous small bushes found only in 
arid countries. Quite an extensive system 
of irrigation canals has been developed here, 
but because of drought, there is no water 
to fill them now. The Grass Ridge dam, 65 
miles north of us, is empty. So the alfalfa 
fields, so soon after the winter season which 
brought less than two inches of rain, are 
already showing signs of drying yp. 


_ This narrow, fertile valley is enclosed on 
| both sides with semi-barren sandy hills. Be- 
_ cause of the lack of plant growth, the in- 
frequent torrential rains washed the bit of soil 
| from the hills, leaving steep rock ledges. 
|The cool wind from the ocean about 150 
| miles south of us, often rushes up this nar- 
| row valley with mighty force toward the 
| vast hot expanse of sandy soil. The moisture 
_borne by the wind as it leaves the ocean is 
| stopped by the mountains which must be 
| crossed before it reaches us. Yet in this 
| parched land, showers of spiritual blessings 
| fell in abundance during those October days. 


Here people from various places in the 
| Union, and from varied walks of life, gath- 
ered for a time with the Lord. The first 
service was held at 3:30 Friday afternoon 
_around the tea table. After a cup of tea 
dnd a piece of cake or biscuit, (a must in 
South Africa every morning and afternoon), 
| a short introductory message was brought 
by the chairman. The opening service, how- 
ever, was held that evening in the little hall 
built for such purposes by Captain Stevens. 





Rev. John Jantzen Family 


The other convention services were held 


here also. 
A normal convention day began at 7:30 
o’clock the next morning with a _ prayer 


meeting. At 8:00 o’clock was breakfast, fol- 
lowed with free time until 10:00, when all 
assembled for a Bible study hour. At 11:00 
o’clock we had morning tea, and then at 
11:30, a message. Dinner was served at 
1:00 P. M., followed by a rest hour and 
then tea at 3:30. At 4:00 o’clock we gathered 
for the afternoon session which always con- 
sisted of a short devotional and then a mes- 
sage on the theme of the convention. After 
supper, which was served at 6:30, we gath- 
ered again for the evening service which 
was also opened with a devotional message, 
followed by an address on the convention 
theme. Only the Sunday evening service did 
not follow the regular routine in that all 
the time was given to testimonies and songs. 


Spiritual blessings fell in abundance as 
His children gathered prayerfully around 
the Word and waited upon Him. The con- 
vention theme was the “Deeper Christian 
Life,” or, “The Walk in Holiness.” It was 
not a highly emotional seeking for a new 
experience, but a quiet study of the Word 
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to find what the Lord says about sanctifica- 
tion and fellowship with God. 


One of the main speakers, as well as chair- 
man of the convention, is the Reverend W. 
Hooker Rowder, vicar of the South Africa 
Branch of the Church of England (Evan- 
gelical). He is a very well educated man, 
and also a real man of God, thus highly 
qualified for his position of leadership. It 
was truly a privilege to be able to “sit at 
his feet” and “take in” what the Lord had 
to say to us through His servant. Following 
are a few of the thoughts gleaned from his 
messages. Speaking on the _ subject of 
“meeting with God,” he said that the place 
of meeting is at Calvary. Though it is a 
terrible place to meet because of its realism, 
we must meet Him there. He continued to 
say that the time of meeting depends on us, 
but as long as we keep back a part of the 
price we cannot meet with God. 


At another time he made the following 
statement in regard to understanding God: 
“When God wants to do something wonder- 
ful, He begins with a difficulty; but when 
He wants to do something very wonderful, 
He begins with an impossibility.” He went 
on to say, “That stumbling block may be- 
come your stepping stone.” 


Another speaker was a Miss Bazeley, au- 
thor of several booklets and a missionary 
in Japan from 1925 to 1940. She centered 
her thoughts on missions, speaking of our 
need of victorious living in order to be able 
to be true missionaries. Her messages were 
well illustrated with personal experiences 
from her term of service in Japan. She also 
pointed out to us the urgent need of spread- 
ing the Gospel now before the remaining 
doors close also. 


Yes, even here in this arid land, a real 
Karroo, the Lord sent showers of blessing, 
and provided for all a spiritual oasis so that 
we might return to our various posts of duty 
encouraged to .follow Him closer and _ to 
serve Him better. 


An ideal is like a star: it is too high to 
reach but is safe for a sense of direction. 
* * * 
Hard grinds in life seem necessary—razors 
can’t be sharpened on velvet. 
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GLIMPSES FROM BELGIUM 


We greet you as followers of our common 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, from Brus- 
sels, Belgium. Here we are living in a city 
where nearly four hundred years ago there 
was a strong Anabaptist Mennonite witness 
to an Evangelical Christian faith. Yes, here 
too our forefathers sealed their faith by 
giving their lives. The Martyr’s Mirror 
records an incident where an Anabaptist 
woman was buried alive in 1597 right in the 
vicinity of Brussels. It is only in the last 
century that an Evangelical witness has 
gained roots here. The Roman Catholic 
Church still is in power. 


But we rejoice that the doors in Congo for 
the preaching of the Gospel and for the es- 
tablishment of Christ’s Church are still flung. 
wide open. We hear reports of thousands of 
inquirers who ask about the Saviour, and 
thousands of children in our mission schools 
whom we wish to give the faith and who 
will be the future generation of Congo. We 
also see the other side of the problem which 
shows us the thousands who as yet cannot 
even be touched because of the lack of 
laborers. The fast growing cities, mining 
camps and plantations with their large num- 
ber of native workers, are in need of teach- 
ers and missionaries. Are our young people 
and our churches going to accept this great 
challenge? 


The study of French takes up much of 
our time. We go to classes in the colonial 
school. This school has been set up by the 
Belgian Government to train people going 
out to the Congo. Engineers, government 
workers, miners, agriculturalists, missionar- 
ies, etc., are among those attending. For 





Rudolph and Elvina Martens 
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many, learning this new language is very 
difficult and sometimes there is much dis- 
couragement. It often makes one depend a 
great deal upon our Heavenly Father who has 
promised wisdom to those who ask for it. There 
is a certain amount of satisfaction though, 
after one can talk to people, even if with 
hesitation and with an accent. Having Bel- 
gian Christian friends who help one in con- 


_versation in a loving way, seems to help 
| bring out what one has learned in class. 


We thank God for Christian friends. 


Being in a foreign land is in itself an 


| experience. But being bound together 
| through Christian fellowship with other 
| C.I.M. workers and missionaries of other 


denominations, from England, Scandinavia, 
Canada, and the U. S. A. is spiritually re- 
freshing. God is using the many mission- 
aries here as witnesses to Christ and as a 
great prayer force for the world-wide pro- 
gram of the Kingdom of Christ. 


Many of the Belgian people have ex- 
perienced the last two world wars. They 
have left their scars materially and psy- 


} chologically, and yet they seem to be ready 
to fight another one. 


Hatreds for other na- 
tions are not very far from the surface. How 


they need Christ and His Spirit td lead them 
into paths of Christian love, tolerance and | 


peace. The languages are a barrier to in- 
ternational understanding, but the greatest 
barrier that many have to overcome is their 
own un-Christian attitude. Pray that the 


| Evangelical churches in Europe might speak 


out in truth to their Saviour. 
Rudolph and Elvina Martens. 


Stewardship is not a side issue to be fitted 
into our leisure time: it is in the very heart 


+ of our Salvation. 


* * * 


You do not need to groan over everything 


the world lacks; you are there to bring it 


what it needs. 
* * * 


We plan our dreams, but it takes work to 


_ make them come true. 


* * * 


A man who uses religion as a cloak is apt 


| to get very cold. 


* * * 


Looking ahead is a good way to keep from 
falling behind. 
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TO CONGO VIA BELGIUM 


It comes as quite a surprise to many to 
hear of missionaries who have been accepted 
to serve God in Central Africa having to 
spend many months in Belgium before they 
get there. They are the more surprised 
when they hear that there are about two 
hundred there, not counting some fifty to 
seventy children, and that they represent 
nearly all the American, British and Scan- 
dinavian missionary societies having work in 
the Belgian Congo. But Why?? 


The answer is really right there in the 
name of that part of Africa to which they 
are going: the BELGIAN Congo. The 
Congo is a Belgian Colony of which the Bel- 
gians are very justifiably proud and where 
Belgian administration and Belgian enter- 
prise have achieved amazing results during 
the past 75 years. 


In the Belgian Congo the two official 
languages of Belgium are used: French and 
Flemish. French is much more widely used 
than Flemish. Not only is it the language 
of the white people there but thousands and 
thousands of the Natives are now using it; 
hundreds of them extremely well and many 
of them almost exclusively. 


Nearly all the Protestant missionaries 
working in the Belgian Congo come from 
countries where French is not their first 
language. Far too many of our missionaries 
have gone to Congo in the past with no 
knowledge whatever of Belgium nor of the 
language of the country. This has been 
most embarrassing for the Belgians in their 
own Colony and often exceedingly embar- 
rassing for the missionaries. With the rapid 
and remarkable development of the Congo 
and with more and more Africans them- 
selves speaking good French the missionary 
with no knowledge of that language is even 
further embarrassed and handicapped. That 
is one big reason why most missionaries now 
come to Belgium before they go to Congo. 


It is the official policy of the present Bel- 
gian Colonial Government to have Christian 
basis for all education within the Colony. 
Lay schools are not encouraged but the Gov- 
ernment wishes the educational work of the 
Colony to be done by the Christian missions, 
Catholic and Protestant. The missions are 
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invited to cooperate with the Government in 
its elaborate and well thought out educa- 
tional program and those that do so are State 
recognized and aided. There is absolute 
freedom for religious instruction in the mis- 
sion state-aided schools. Until 1948 only the 
Roman Catholic missions received Govern- 
ment aid for their schools; now all the 
Protestant schools can receive it if they 
comply with certain conditions. 


There are now about 400,000 scholars in 
Protestant mission schools in Congo; about 
a third of the total school-going population. 
So great is the African thirst for education 
at present that all our schools are full to 
overflowing and, if the Protestants in any 
particular locality cannot provide the edu- 
cation demanded but the Roman Catholic 
mission can, even Protestant parents will 
send their children to the Catholic schools. 
There are no others. We believe that our 
school children of today should be and can 
be our Church members of tomorrow. Our 
schools of today offer a great evangelical 
opportunity and challenge. 


For a non-Belgian missionary, Catholic 
or Protestant, to qualify to teach in a school 
in Congo that is officially recognized and 
aided, he or she must now spend at least 
one year in Belgium. That is another reason 
why so many are here. 


During their year in Belgium the mission- 
aries are taught the French language and 
Belgian school methods; they also have to 
take a special Colonial Course of instruction 
given by the Belgian Colonial Department. 
The missionaries must pass an examination 
in the French language and then pass an 
examination on each of the eleven subjects 
taught during the Colonial Course. These 
courses of study are not easy and not all 
pass the exams. The missionaries studying 
in Belgium do not have an easy time and 
they need and deserve all the help their 
praying friends in their home churches can 
give them. 


In addition to the educational missionaries 
who have to study in Belgium there are also 
all our mission doctors and nurses. They 
too need to know French and they are ex- 
pected to take courses of study at the Bel- 
gian Institute of Tropical Medicine. This is 
one of the best schools of its kind in the 
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world and gives a most valuable preparation 
to those who will be doing medical work 
in the Congo. 





To attend this school is yet 


another reason why so many “foreign” mis- | 


sionaries come to Belgium before going to 
the Congo. Here again the studies are not 
easy and not all are successful in the exams. 
We can but admire and thank God for the 
devoted way so many of the young mission- 
aries of today work and study that they 


may be the better prepared for the work to | 


which God has called them. 


While the missionaries do not come to 
Belgium especially for it, one of the most 
valued experiences here is the Christian fel- 
lowship they enjoy as they live and study 
side by side with missionaries of other so- 
cieties and other nationalities. 
well-attended prayer meeting every week 
when we are deeply conscious of our one- 
ness in Christ. 
have a special missionary reunion when we 
fill the Church where it is held and we are 
all, without exception, missionaries for 
Christ and the Congo. Just to be in such 
a group is in itself an inspiration. 


We have a 


Then, once a month, we. 





Most of the missionaries in Belgium real- 
ize they should be missionaries here too, | 
even before they get to Congo, and try to. 
witness for their Lord and Master as they | 


find opportunity. And Belgium is a very 


needy field. 


We do ask for the prayers of those in the 
sending Churches for their missionaries in 


Belgium, praying that God will help them | 


in their exacting studies, help them in their 
lodgings, with their teachers, in the Bel- 


gian Churches, help them in all their dif- 


ficulties, help them as they try to witness | 


for their Saviour and help them, while in > 


Belgium, not only to satisfy the 


f 
| 


Belgian | 
authorities but above all to become better i 


‘ 


prepared spiritually for the great and glor- 


ious task that awaits them in Congo when | 


their time in Belgium comes to an end. 


H. Wakelin Coxill. 
General Secretary, Brussels Bureau 


You can only evangelize when the passion 


for lost souls is real in your heart. 
* % ae 


7 


Are we the kind of people we ought to be | 


for such a time as this? 
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LODEMA SHORT TO BELGIUM 





Lodema Short 


§ Miss Lodema Short who returned to the 
states for her first furlough in June left 
| New York City December 27 for Brussels 
where she will study the French language 


} teacher and superviser in the Christian day 
‘schools of the Congo Inland Mission. Miss 
/Short spent eight months in Brussels in 1946 
land has a good working knowledge of 
‘French. During her stay this time she will 
Bet the special Colonial Course of instruc- 
|tion given by the Belgian Colonial depart- 
| ment. It is hoped that Miss Short may com- 
‘plete requirements by September and re- 
















i 


before returning to Congo. 

The missionaries studying in Belgium do 
inot have an easy time and they need and 
|| deserve all the help their praying friends 
}in their home churches can give them. 


| CEREMONIES UNITE MARIE DILLER 
AND REV. BROWN 

(Continued from page 12) 

| Biblical Seminary, New York City, and the 
groom of Purdue University, Lafayette, Ind., 
and New York Biblical Seminary. After a 
year’s study in Brussels, they will proceed to 
‘the Belgian Congo as missionaries under 


t 
| the Congo Inland Mission Board. 


a 
i 
Hi 
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LETTER FROM JAPAN 


50 Yodogawa-cho 
3-chome 
Miyazaki-shi 
Kyushu, Japan 
April 28, 1952 
Mrs. C. E. Rediger, 
Congo Missionary Messenger, 
4610 S. Woodlawn Ave., 
Chicago 15, III. 


Dear Friends: 


Along with our change of address for the 
Congo Missionary Messenger, I want to tell 
you how much we of our mission appreciate 
having the Messenger come to us here in 
Japan. It is interesting and instructive to 
see how other missionaries in other lands 
are doing and how the Lord is blessing their 
labors. While at Kobe we shared the Mes- 
senger with the coworkers studying the 
language there. At this time we are alone 
here at Miyazaki but we expect the three 
men down here for a part of the summer 
and the girls, Leonore Friesen and Esther 
Patkau expect to take up their work here 
next September. 


Many of the missionaries in the Congo are 
personally known to us, also the new ap- 
pointees, and we follow with interest their 
activities. The travels of Brother H. A. 
Driver have also been followed with ap- 
preciation of what a trip like that means, 
both to the missionaries and work on the 
field, and to the home constituency. We 
hope that some going to the World Confer- 
ence of Mennonites this year will come 
around to Japan. We are especially look- 
ing forward to the visit of our General Sec- 
retary, Rev. John Thiessen. 


We are glad to be in Japan and find much 
to do even working largely through an in- 
terpreter. Since moving to our permanent 
mission location on March 12 the work has 
cpened up wonderfully. Over 100 children 
attended the Sunday School on Easter morn~- 
ing. Our chapel is not fully repaired (it 
was a bakery before this) so we hold meet- 
ings on the street with good attendance. 
Just now our weekly Bible class has become 
an instruction class preparatory to Baptism 
which we hope to have at Pentecost. 


Like Africa, Japan is today undergoing 
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great changes. Just yesterday the people 
celebrated their “Independence Day” — the 
going into effect of the Peace Treaty. How 
thankful we are that that has been success- 
fully brought to fruition. Today is the Em- 
peror’s birthday so it is another holiday. We 
are having a lovely spring rain today, so; 
withal it is a good day for letter writing. 


Please give our greetings to the Panna- 
beckers when you see them. And thank you 
for your prayers, also in behalf of the mis- 
sionary work in Japan. 

Sincerely your coworkers in Christ, 


Wm. C. & Matilda Voth. 


CONFERENCE REPORT OF MENNONITE 
WOMEN’S MISSIONARY RALLY 


The Annual meeting of the Indiana Men- 


nonite Women’s Missionary Rally was held 
October 23, at the Silver Street Church, 
Goshen, Indiana. The devotions throughout 
the day were given by Fort Wayne ladies 
and the chorister and pianist furnished by 
the local church. Special numbers in song 
were given by a sextette from the Eighth 
Street Church, Goshen, a trio from the First 
Mennonite Church, Berne, a sextette from 
Topeka and a trio from the Warren Street 
Church, Middlebury. 


The first speaker was Miss Mabel Sauder 
whose subject was, “Congo, Yesterday and 
Today.” She gave a comparison of the na- 
tive dress, means of transportation, homes 
and schools. The doors of opportunity are 
still open in the Congo. 


Mrs. Curt Klassen spoke on, “Christian 
Women Move Forward in India.” There, the 
work will be carried on by the Christian 
natives as visas for new missionaries are 
being denied. Bible women are being stead- 
fast and are doing voluntary witnessing and 
teaching. 


Miss Vernelle Yoder of Berne gave a ring- 
ing testimony of a person who is fully dedi- 
cated to God and who is willing to wait 
upon the Lord until the doors open in 
Columbia if the Lord wants her there. 


Mr. Herman Tans of Java. presented the 
life and background of his people there. He 
told of the 6,000 Mennonites in Java and 
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of the first church started in that area in 
1928 by his grandfather. He also told of the 
work done by the MCC. After his message 
he showed pictures of Java and an oppor- 
tunity to ask questions was given at the 
close of the pictures. 


The evening message was given by Mrs. 
Mabel Duncan Kemp of New Castle, Ind. 
Her outline was being steadfast in prayer, 
faith, and works. She used Paul as an ex- 
ample. His firs step was conversion and 
from there, the Christian must grow. There 
is no standing still. Paul said, “To me to 
live is Christ. I, if I be lifted up will draw 
all men unto me.” 


The day was one of great blessing. Of- 


ficers were as follows: 


Chairman, Mrs. G. M. Stoltz 

Vice Chairman, Mrs. Olin Krehbiel 
Rec. Secretary, Mrs. F. M. Fisher 
Corres. Sec., Mrs. Mahlon Hartzler 
Treasurer, Mrs. Aaron Haifley 


DOES A MISSIONARY SACRIFICE? 


For my own part, I have never ceased to 
rejoice that God has appointed me to such 
an office. People talk of the sacrifice I have 
made in spending so much of my life in 
Africa. Can that be called a sacrifice which 
is simply paid back as a small part of a great 
debt owing to our God, which we can never 
repay? Is that a sacrifice which brings its 
own best reward in healthful activity, the 
consciousness of doing good, peace of mind, 
and the bright hope of a glorious destiny 
hereafter? 


Away with such a word, in such a view, 
and with such a thought It is emphatically , 
no sacrifice. Say, rather, that it is a privi- 
lege. Anxiety, sickness, suffering, or danger 
now and then, with a foregoing of the com- 
mon convenience and charities of this life, 
may make us pause and cause the spirit to 
waver and sink; but let this only be for a 
moment. 


All of these are nothing when compared 
with the glory which will hereafter be re- 
vealed in and for us. I never made a sacri- 
fice. Of this we ought not to talk, when we 
remember the great sacrifice made by Him 
who left His Father’s throne on high to give 
Himself for us—David Livingstone. 








about a harmonious working together. 


by the Holy Ghost. 
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CONSIDER THE LILIES 
(Continued from page 13) 


glory of the Father think it only joy to be 
at His disposal. They are occupied with the 
mind of Paul when he wrote to the Ephes- 
ians: “now unto Him who is able to do 
exceedingly abundantly above all we can 
ask or think according to the power that 
worketh in us.” They are grounded and 
rooted in love. To what extent the heathen 
will eventually become civilized is not their 
concern but how will they praise God for 
Him, who died for them a substitutionary 
death. This will be growth and not bloom 
only. Of course we want our African breth- 
ren raised from their pagan level to one of 
higher living. But this is directly not our 
concern, it is God’s. We bring the heathen 
in contact with the warmth and dew of the 
Holy Spirit and growth, and the bloom stage 
will come in spite of us. 


But then there is another element in 
growth. From the gasses in the air and the 
light of the sun, plants make their food. Our 


mission now has 73 missionaries coming from 


six different organizations. I was much im- 
pressed at our last board meeting in Wash- 
ington, Ill., by the oneness in our meetings. 
There was a harmony not of our own effort 
but rather wrought by God with Christ in 
the centre. Growth will always emphasize 
essentials and positives. There will be 
enough things we have in common to bring 
Our 
harmony and common purpose was a work 
of grace and the result of power imparted 
This will always be 
the case as long as we give Christ the pre- 
eminence. The fullness of this we will, 
however, learn later. “Beloved now are we 


’ the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear 


what we shall be: but we know that, when 
he shall appear, we shall be like him; for 
we shall see Him as he is.” Consider the 
lilies, how they grow. 


This was for us at home, what about you 
people on the field—those in the dark? A 
lily spends much more time underground 


* and unseen than in the sunshine and in the 


place of admiration. No, it is not always 
shedding perfume for the lily. That would 
not be normal growth. The bitter comes 
with the sweet. It is a common mistake to 
believe that the only worthwhile living is 


THE CONGO MISSIONARY MESSENGER 21 





shedding perfume in our path and “looking 
beautiful,” or being cut like flowers and 
placed in God’s showroom, to be admired, 
forgetting that lilies cannot be such unless 
they have been in the dark, totally ignored. 
The lily works at this a long time before 
the bloom comes. Oswald Chambers in this 
connection says: “It is not done in a minute 
as far as our consciousness is concerned, but 
when we come to a crisis we find to our 
astonishment that we are not upset or per- 
plexed, as we might have expected, but we 
realise that our whole outlook has been al- 
tered. The Spirit of God awaits His own 
time to bring the crisis, we are apt to say, 
‘TI want the crisis now.’ We shall never see 
God’s point of view as long as we bring our 
own ideas to Him and dictate to God what 
we expect Him to do. We must become as 
little children, essentially simple, keep our 
minds brooding on what God tells us to 
brood on, and let God do as He likes. The 
difficulties come because we will not be 
simple enough to take God at His word.” 


Here is the hidden life with God. Have 
we ever had our shoes shined? With the 
rubbing comes the final lustre, it is a 
growth. How we like to see the negro 
labor rhythmically at our shoes and with a 
final crack of his cloth look up at us for 
approval of his job and reward. Beloved 
missionaries watch the lilies “grow.” 


Out of this then will come. another lesson 
for us. Our missionaries come home on fur- 
lough and how they impress us with their 
spiritual growth in the field during the last 
term. They display a maturity which is 
grounded and rooted in Him. How do our 
congregations appear to them? Have we 
stood still? Do they find us vigorous in 
growth or wilted and parched with plenty 
of dead bloom around messing up the place. 
Have we been so busy with the bloom that 
the spiritual fertilizer worked thoroughly 
into the soil around our plants has been 
neglected. Yes, the lilies are still there but 
what do they look like? Many bulbs the 
Lord set out, did not even come up because 
they were smothered by that was heaped 
on them by the world. Perhaps a coldness 
in the church kept them back. Often the 
Master Gardener came and noticed attempted 
bloom before sufficient growth. To His dis- 
may He noticed that little “shoots,” con- 
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trary to all good rules of lilies tried to 
bloom. He tenderly nipped off such bloom, 
stirred up the soil and reminded kindly that 
we cannot bloom before there is much more 
growth. And another thing, do not worry 
so much about your flowering and display, 
T’ll look after that. 


At our last board meeting we spoke so 
much about growth. How true this is. Let 
us stay with that. We want much more of 
it, and this in the way Peter suggests: 
“Grow in grace and in the knowledge of the 
Lord and Saivour Jesus Christ.” A living 
sacrifice we are to be giving our self to 
flower for Him. Our growth has just one 
purpose, “He to increase and we to de- 
crease.” Civilization will come to the heath- 
en after they have had the opportunity to 
grow within. Our motives for mission work 
must be His motives. 
which we raise the gospel fleur-de-lis is not 
ours but His. Our brother on the field, 
James Bertsche, reminds us, “pray that the 
gospel may be witnessed in action.” Our 
natural ambitions will vary as we develop 
but in this matter of missions it is different. 
We start and develop with one ambition, our 
Lord Himself. 


In closing, is it possible to grow big and 
miss the mark? Or in other words is it 
possible to do a great deal of mission work 
without being on fire for Christ? Can I be 
a pastor without being on fire for Him? How 
about a Sunday School teacher? A director 
of missions or a board member? Beloved, 
the objective of our growth is He. His life 
and peace in us. Permit the Holy Ghost to 
lead us to Him as He directs us to the 
Father. Let us paraphrase Phil. 1:27 this 
way: “Only let our missionary zeal be as 
it becometh the gospel of Christ, that wheth- 
er we see each other or not, we may stand 
fast in one spirit and mind striving together 
for the faith of the gospel.” 


HUMAN RIGHTS IN AFRICA 
Dr. Emory Ross 


There are certain things the North Amer- 
ican Church can do to aid the truly Christian 
forces in Europe and Africa. One is to deep- 
en their own and others’ understanding of 
human right problems in Africa, beginning 
with the fact that traditionally Africa ap- 


The territory over. 


Jan.-Feb., 


proaches all human problems from a com- 
munal view point, whereas the West’s ap- 
proach is much more from the point of view 
of the individual’s freedom, rights and con- 
tributions. One of the most profound changes 
beginning this past century in African socie- 
ty is the rise of the consciousness of the in- 
dividual. 


Second, act on the fact that Christian mis- 
sions were almost everywhere the first and 
have continued to be a most powerful force 
in causing this beginning shift to emphasis 
on the individual. This shift is due wholly 
to the Christian concept of man. The church- 
es must accept the increased responsibility 
which grows out of their century’s work. The 
change for which Christian doctrine has been 
responsible is gathering speed. The world’s 
battle and Africa’s battle for human rights © 
is part of this change. The Church in North © 
America and Western Europe has a direct re- 
sponsibility to aid Africans in every territory © 
—sometimes against the resistance of many — 
whites—to choose and apply a Christian code © 
of human rights to their own societies. 


The shifting of the emphasis from the 
group to the individual has been a part of 
the fracturing of life to the African. Another 
cause of fracture has been the Western idea 
of the separation of the spiritual and secular, 
for in the life of the African, every thought 
and act of daily living is a part of his wor- 
ship. Ownership of land has been a problem 
for the spirit worship of the African centers 
in Mother Earth for it is God’s gift to all 
men. The unchristian-like actions of white 
people living in Africa has caused a distrust 
of Christianity, as has also the apparent lack 
of faith on the part of the Christian church 
in the power of God to settle some of the > 
problems of segregation, forced labor, and 
other human abuses. 


The present state of Africa and the world 
is one of the greatest challenges Christians 
have ever had. One of the greatest elements 
in that challenge is the battle for human 
rights. In Africa that battle for human rights 
Gepends more upon foreign Christians than 
anywhere else on earth, and upon those 
Christians really doing, at home and in Af- 
rica, what the gospel of Jesus Christ teaches 
and they profess. 


—Condensed from World Facts. 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 
| October and November, 1952 
| CENTRAL— 
| Missionary allowances 




















| Missionary allowances. uu... $1097.19 
MITRE GLUNUL EL LO chores. ceracwrercnccct grees tress: 23.29 
5 fe M2 ENS 1 aia are See ea 50.00 
| ES GS ERIES € Pte Mae Oa, Ra a 5659.43 
STE OTIS oor gira. dewshdiccn- sav cccetane ne chtetnd 56.47 
| Special: 
ledies’ Auxillary) £2. 4....2.880.6.....0- 1615.00 
femikapar Primary School .................. 2550.00 
| Tshikapa Bible Training School............ 95.41 
MP PECANS 8 ooo apis oocbe, Sas, sos caaee leat clventedes 25.00 
Personal to Dr. and Mrs. Schwartz 5.00 
Personal to Mr. and Mrs. Loyd Brown 4.00 
Personal to Miss Erma Birky................ 20.00 
Personal to Mr. and Mrs. 
y ESET GR SSS Tad o's =) TR eee ee eee 27.50 
OY SA AES gab Sea pela aeiana a nie aia $11,228.29 
Missionary AIIOW ANCES occ ceeconcacieceonccreneecs $2000.00 
Na wets eit rtpe veer onrececn tan cmnat sch gnensntet 159.34 
1 OSL SP ap I eT ay ee aya eels 5 Pe A 3000.00 
| TPS) SRSA A As cael Bleu 62 9 RD a 29.99 
| Special: | 
fmpecies’ Auxiliary 2... .ccccscscsccscssacceses 158.83 
|g REVS Es Se cece ee eee ae 1452.82 
meetvena Huilding 222s... eee dain 249.00 
| Personal to Mr. and Mrs. 
immertOobDert Bontrager ......),-..<:csccscescece-uss. 100.00 
' Personal to Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Rocke 12.00 
| Personal to Mr. and Mrs. Levi 
ye AU LO Fee SI SS ee 2 20.00 
| Personal to Miss Fanny | 
Bee SchMallendDer ger —.ocayeneocsciecceleocesnenveoeens- 3.00 
EAS SRE) Cllen Weir Senet ener aan $7,184.98 
_E. M. B.— 
| Missionary allowances ............0..:.:0:c:000--+ $ 658.84 
mes OTIAT YY, CUUUEIG one nceken sain erento 250.00 
| Education of missionaries 0.0.02... 180.40 
| VEEL AST I aA ee en ie ee A Ee 211.44 
SENS Si i a eee ee ee 2203.08 
ED 4) a ee 1.50 
| Special: 
RT ae os barges bs etree 300.00 
REEL STR SOUISIOYS ic niceenccabte ns et Site aes 1926.92 
| .Personal to Miss Aganetha Friesen....... 14.00 
- Personal to Miss Agnes Lutke.............. 10.00 
IE Ae IV ee tipne inasotens ees ernse t-te $5,756.18 
GENERAL— 
Missionary allowances .....--.-css:cccsseeee- $3095.06 
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TNSULATICE « cccser coe eee eee eas ocnne 453.84 
Promowonal cc ee eee 1.00 
Opegating: budget: 220). en 1123.20 
Education of missionaries .................-.- 744.50 
Special: 

SES: ADSI ary © vec ed...) 178.00 
SIDECIAINTICCCS yee ee cc assentans Sheteces 386.41 
Personal to Rev. and Mrs. Allan Wiebe — 5.00 
Personal to Miss Anna Liechty _ ........ 5.00 
Personal to Miss Irena Liechty............ 15.00 
Personal to Rev. and Mrs. 

Rud Olin > Martens weet eects re aces 57.28 
Personal to Miss Tina Quiring............ 24.00 
Personal to Rev. and Mrs. Frank 

SIN GP 6) 9 ig Sama ir a NE >. eh er 27.97 
Personal to Rev. and Mrs. Sam Entz 27.97 
Personal to Rev. and Mrs. 

OMT pCO qh CLOTS ee wee emi os ere 10.39 
Personal to Miss Selma Unruh............ 40.60 
Personal to Rev. and Mrs. 

Harold§i@rater AB e222 2.......23° 5 25.00 
Personal to Mrs. Loyd Brown.............. 10.00 

otals yGemeraded (ib er. .... ci cecectpec deen $6,229.62 
OTHER— 

Missionary allowances. ..............-:-::-+-+ $ 450.32 
Co a) 21 Rae GLE Bayo 0 |S Te 22 Seanet ne mee rae 99.18 
PR Leto dS en ee nr OU Le eA ae me 150.00 
POPOaOUrOnl es Lie ee et ae ee er eee ye aya) 
Special: 

vay Gyn PEER et ofcve Kote, eas. MMMNRoe Bertani ees?) Gea Eevee Par 237.50 
Personal to Miss Aganetha Friesen.... 10.00 
Personal to Miss Lena Friesen............ 10.00 
Personal to Mr. and Mrs. 

Robestebantracer ....6%....,:.. 25..- 50.00 
Personal to Mr. and Mrs. 

LER Ngee ORME 4 (Ut aay ooo RNs NA 7: Neernenertct 60.00 
Personal to Miss Agnes Sprungev........ 10.00 
Personal to Rev. and Mrs. 

ae eu rer he Clie be aik a Snr ete 20.00 

(APLEY ALG Hal s) cane Re”. eee wan: GREER Se $1,099.25 

Grand: YFOtHR He... .040 Bren. oon... ecco $31,498.32 


While we are thinking of what someone 
else is doing or not doing, we ourselves be- 
come “unprofitable servants.” 

: * * * 

Unless you have the Life, you cannot live 

it. “I am the way, the truth and the Life.” 
* * % 

You tell more with your life than. you do 

with your lips. 
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Study African Missions 
A Project of Mission Study This Winter 


—In your YOUTH GROUP 
—In your CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR 
—In your MISSION SOCIETY 


Will Help You 


—To follow your Missionaries 





more closely 
—To pray for the work 
more accurately 
—To sense the needs 


more intelligently 


Write the C.1.M. Office 


—For sets of Kodachrome slides 
—For Study Helps 


—For Source Materials 








—For suggestions 


Missions Emphasis and Blessings go hand in hand 
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MISSIONARIES ON THE FIELD — 1952 CONFERENCE 


Name Date of Arrival 
MUKEDI: 

Agnes Sprunger ................. 1916 
Terma a Bin ky ti) cova 1923 
Vernon J. Sprunger .......... 1931 
Lalygeprunger 22a 1931 
Dr. Merle Schwartz .......... 1942 
Dorothy Schwartz .............. 1942 
Agnes Lutke ..............000....... 1945 
NYANGA: 

Franke oS ees ee 1926 
Agnesmimns i 3x (eee ate, 1926 
Cornelia tu nrauy. <2 1926 
Selma sUNruh yee eee 1945 
JODNTb. dantzen. er eee 1950 
ATi antZeraee so ee 1950 
Arthur) antZge oe. ee 1951 
INMATCINi oan Zeer ene, 1951 
Peter Bullem. wc... 1952 
Gladys Bulleret.. ses. 1952 
CHARLESVILLE: 

Aganetha Friesen  ............ 1938 
GlenRocke iia eee 1946 
Inawhocke hee 1946 
TINng ae Qwiring ies eee 1950 
Robert Bontrager .............. 1951 
Mable Bontrager .............. 1951 
Harold Graber: ...0...-2.0... 1951 
Gladys Graber. .............0..... 1951 
ena ts Priesen wee ee 1952 
MUTENA: 

Fanny Schmallenberger....1935 
TyOlS sla 2lOge weet ts kee 1945 
George B. Neufeld ............ 1945 
Justina Neufeld .................. 1945 
Bilmers Dick swe s ase, 194¢ 
Ester sbitky e248 A ate 1946 
Samuel pie chaltZ ee ae 1949 
TeOnawENLZ, feet tok ee 1949 
BANGA: 

Russéil- schnell 222s 1933 
Helen: Schnell 4.200225. 1933 
LEViBIS Cid ele eye eta ee 1951 
BuiGinees ClO eh prtie ok asec ws 1951 
Samuel Ediger .................. 1952 
Henora Ediger .................... 1952 
TSHIKAPA: 

Archie D. Graber .............. 1931 
IrmasGrabertee. 1950 
A llan Wiebe wees! 1951 
Selma Wiebe. ...................... 1951 
Waldo -E. Harder....2..2-. 1952 
Abbie: (Hardery 2. 1952 


Phase of Work 


Translation 
Evang. and Girls 
Educ. and Evang. 


Educ. and children 
Medical 


Medical and Women 
Educ. and Children 


Evang. and Educ. 
Educational 


Medical and Rel. Ed. 


Educational 
Educational 


Medical 
Industrial 
Women and girls 


Educational 
Office and Children 


Medical 

Evang. and Indust. 
Educ. and Women 
Educational 
Educational 
Educational 

Evang. and Indust. 
Evang. 

Medical 


Educ. and Women 
Medical 

Educational 
Educational 
Evangelistic 
Children 

Industrial 

Medical 


Evangelistic 
Educational 

Evang. and Indust. 
Medical 

Industrial 

Medical 


Evang. and Indust. 
Medical, Women 
Educational 
Childrens 

Bible School 
Women 


Native Name 


Dinanga, love 
Mulanga, slim stick 
Sh’a Nzamba, 
Father of Charles 
Kin’a Nzamba, 
Mother of Charles 
Munganga, doctor 
Madineta 
Muhomo 


Sh’a Yona, Father of John 

Luhenga 

Tangua, Sun 

Bongela, Make beautiful 

Sh’a Longesa, Father of 
teaching 

Kina’s Longesa, Mother of 
teaching 

Sh’a Kivule, Father of 
picture 

Kin’a Kivule, Mother of 
picture 


Bilonda 
Ndombi 
Tshilanda 
Tina 
Robert 
Masengu 
Muayila 
Mbuyi 
Lena 


Tshumunyi, Toreh 
Muondahi, Healer 
Muindila, Waited for 
Munemeka 
Lungenyi, Wisdom 
Esete, Esther 
Samuel 
Mukuatshitshi 


Pungu 

Muendesha, Cause things to ga 
Levi 

Ndai 


Lutonga 
Ngalula 
Wiebe 
Miseng’abo 


Disanka, Joy 
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FOREWORD 
Rev. F. J. Enns 


It is fitting that at the Fortieth Anniversary 
of the founding of our Mission,, Conference 
emphasis should be on the Church of Christ, 
and more particularly, the Church of Christ 
in Congo. Can there be anything more 
challenging. than standing in the ranks of 
the Master sharing in the establishing of 
that institution against which “the gates of 
hell shall not. prevail’? 


As you turn the pages of this paper and 
read about the many problems and projects 
discussed and passed upon, may you see 
them as we do, related to the building of 
the Church of Christ in Congo, a’ church 
founded by Christ, nurtured by the Holy 
Spirit, and thus, a part of the church uni- 
versal, “for God is no respecter of persons; 
but in every nation he that feareth him, 
and worketh righteousness is accepted with 
him.” 


It too will join in the new song to the 
Lamb, saying, “Thou art worthy—for thou 
was slain, and hast redeemed us to God by 
thy blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, 
and people, and nation.” 
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ANNUAL LETTER 


The Annual Field Conference is again in 
session, and ‘soon will be history. For sev- 
eral weeks we had been looking forward to 
the days of. fellowship and feasting on the 
Word of God. The Lord is blessing us as we 
hear the inspirational and devotional mes- 
sages. The “African Church” is the main 
topic this year. 

We are having real spiritual refreshing 
listening to the messages on the New Tes- 
tament church and the inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit, also Christian growth and 
stewardship. The music brought by the 
different groups from each station and the 
male quartet has been enjoyed by all. 

We are a nice large group of missionaries 
at the conference this year, and a nice group 
of children. The number of missionaries at- 
tending the conference are 39. Five who 
are on the field are not with us. With the 
4 children from Lubondai being here the 
last days of conference there are 30 in all. 
Rev. Buck from the U.T.M. is ‘enjoying the 
conference with us. 

We were glad to welcome a group of new 
missionaries into our midst during the last 
year, Mr. and Mrs. Peter Buller, Mr. and 
Mrs. Waldo Harder’ and children, Lena 
Friesen, and Mr. and Mrs. Sam Ediger and 
girls. The newest missionary joining our 
ranks is James Peter Buller. He was born 
at Mukedi on the 4th day of the conference. 
We are glad that some of the missionaries 
who were home on furlough returned. 

A main feature of the conference this year 
is the anniversary of the founding of the 
C.II.M. The last day of the conference a 
pageant was given depicting the beginning 
and the progress over a period of 40 years. 
An unusual part of the program was the 
playing of the recordings of a number of 
former missionaries. An estimated crowd 
of about 1500 Africans besides the mission- 
ary group thoroughly enjoyed and appreci- 
ated the pageant. 

Shortly before Rev. A. J. Stevenson’s 
death he had two visions. In the first he 
saw that there were only a few people, 
just three or four boys. And he saw an- 
other vision,—these few boys growing to 
thousands and a big church growing out of 
a few logs, and houses growing up instead 
of trees. Through the pageant we were 
deeply moved as we have seen the progress 
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that has been made, literally fulfilling these 
visions. . 

We are indeed grateful to the Charlesville 
missionaries for their kind hospitality. May 
the Lord richly bless and reward them. 

The Annual Letter Committee. 


IN APPRECIATION 


We cannot send this Field Conference is- 
sue of the Messenger to the printer with- 
out a grateful acknowledgment of the ef- 
ficient entertainment provided the Confer- 
ence guests by our Charlesville missionaries. 


Many days—yes, we know months—of 
faithful preparation preceded our arrival. 
To provide lodging and food for nearly 
seventy people is no small task in the bush 
of Congo. 
able sleeping quarters for a large number of 
guests, while those with babies were cared 
for in the Charlesville guest house. 


It is not easy to judge in advance the 
appetite and thirst of 70 people. Every drop 
of drinking water must be boiled. Kettles 
of the size necessary are not to be had; so 
large gasoline drums serve for boiling and 
storing the water. “How much bread will 
they eat today?” Of course, every loaf is 
baked locally. There are no corner grocer- 
ies to fall back on in case the supply runs 
low. - “If the weather is cool tonight they 
will certainly eat more soup.” That fine 
line between “enough” and yet “not too 
much” is the difficult task of the cooks. But 
in every instance our needs were abundant- 
ly supplied. 

One of the large school rooms served as 


aoe 


Meal-time at Conference 


School rooms furnished comfort- 
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a cafeteria. Fifteen minutes and again five 
minutes before each meal time, a gong 
sounded—giving us ample time to wend our 
way from the four corners of the station to 
the dining hall. As we gathered around its 
entrance devotions were conducted each 
morning and at other meals, some one led 
us in a song and the blessing. Then as 
we passed by the serving table, the Charles- 
ville ladies heaped our plates with the good 
things which they had prepared in their own 
kitchens and carried across the station to 
the dining hall. More than once we found 
it necessary to stay their hands. The fellow- 
ship around the tables, one with another, 
is something we shall not soon forget. 


To the Charlesville Staff—we express our. 


appreciation for our comfort and well-being 
at the 1952 Field Conference. 


NATIVE CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 


It was decided that the Bible school at 
Tshikapa be for the training of the select 
best, the most promising natives of each of 
our stations. But what would be done with 
the scores who did not meet such require- 
ments, yet who wanted Bible training? The 
one solution was Bible schools for the laity. 
Three of our stations are therefore planning 
to begin such a program shortly, following 
a curriculum already organized by an evan- 
gelistic committee. The institute will offer 
a two years’ course of study, classes being 
held four hours daily. All is focused to 
the -purpose of Bible training to all who 


want it. Such a program will contribute ef- 
fectively to the stability of our Congo 
church. 





C. I. M. Church Leaders Today 
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CHURCH DISCIPLINE, CONGO STYLE 


Though every mission must have its 
church laws, problems always arise which 
it seems none of the lawmakers thought 
about. For instance: 


Kabonga and Luta were married. They 
were Christian. But returning to their 
village in the bush, temptation was great. 
They backslid. As being childless is shame- 
ful in Congo, Kabonga lost. interest in Luta 
after seeing no child was on the way. He 
left her and by native marriage secured a 
wife which gave him better promise of a 
family. Shortly .a child was born. Then 
the missionary came to the village for a 
service. The Holy Spirit touched Kabonga’s 
heart and he wanted to make things right. 
What would you tell him to do? 


An outstation teacher and his wife settle 

down to teaching the Word of God in a 
distant village. Shortly the mother-in-law 
appears on the scene, demanding that she is 
taking her daughter back home unless the 
husband pays an additional dowery of two 
goats and 1500 francs ($30) That is too 
much for a poor African to produce on the 
spot, so down the road there go the two, 
the man left to paddle his own canoe. In 
due time he secures the dowery, makes the 
payment, and again takes the wife to his 
' home. His mother-in-law squanders the 
| money in drunkenness and sinful revelry. 
When her means are exhausted, there is a 
| great performance, and the husband is again 
| left to seek further dowery. The daughter 
i forsakes her Christ and settles in the sin 
of her mother. A teacher without a wife 
is not wanted—yet this man has vowed to 
stay true to his God and remain in the work. 
| His wife threatens to commit suicide if 
forced to return to him. What would you 
| do? 
Such are exemplary of problems’ which 
arise while considering church discipline, 
African style. In addition to discussion of 
such problems, a new set of church resolu- 
tions relative to tithing and discipline was 
_ presented. 


Many people are so busy planning “proj- 
ects” they haven’t yet had time to learn of 
) the New Testament plan of service for the 
| Lord. 
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CHURCH ADMINISTRATION, CONGO 
STYLE 


1. To reach Christians in distant villages 
with a more organized church program. 


2. To place increasingly more church re- 
sponsibility into the hands of native 
leaders. 


With these two purposes in mind, a plan 
for “regional churches” was considered. As 
capable native leaders are made available, 
each would be placed at a centrally located 
point as shepherd of the village flocks of 
his designated region. Regular church serv- 
ices would be conducted in the separate vil- 
lages with periodic regional services for 
communion, concentrated evangelistic ef- 
forts, and such special occasions. The itin- 
erating missionary keeps closely in touch 
with these groups as a counsellor. Though 
we feel this type of program is a bit ad- 
vanced for present application, it is sug- 
gested to be introduced as native growth 
and stability make it possible. 


Most human troubles are like bees swarm- 
ing, “stop fighting them, and they will settle 
down by themselves.” 


When God guides, He provides. 





Present Overseers at Basongo 


6 THE CONGO MISSIONARY MESSENGER 





MISSIONARIES AND CHICKEN CHOLERA 


Who ever thought such as this would de- 
mand a place in a missionary program? But 
we like spring friers and eggs for breakfast 
once in:a while just like a lot of other 
folks. This one disease, cholera, seems the 
most prominent among Congo flocks, and it 
was decided that successful vaccination of 
missionary flocks would be a good experi- 
ment for native observation. Meat is sadly 
lacking in native diet. Such deficiency cer-. 
tainly accounts for some measure of their 
ill health. There is a great field for aiding 
natives in the development of agriculture 
and animal husbandry. Is not such a min- 
istry quite vital for the sake of their hap- 
piness and health? Should we desert them 
in their physical poverty and illness minis- 
tering only to the spiritual? Jesus says no. 
Matt. 25:41-46. 





MISSIONARIES’ CHILDREN EDUCATION 


Due to our growing number of missionary 
children (six new babies in 1952) Central 
School of the Presbyterian mission is no 
longer adequate. Neither is it just that we 
tax them with this greatly increased obli- 
gation. C.I.M. could hardly supply the out- 
lay of money and personnel required to be- 
gin its own school. 


The Mennonite Brethren Mission is in a 
similar circumstance, and it was with real 
interest that we received their invitation to 
share equally in the establishing and staffing 
of a white children’s school at one of their 
stations, Kajiji. The committee who went 





White Children at 1952 Conference 
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to investigate the site and possibilities re- 
turned with the following marked ad- 
vantages of such a merger: 


1. adequate room 

2. excellent climate 

3. good gardens for raising food 
4. economical ; 

5. spiritual concord. 


This location is 281 miles south of Mukedi.. 
This distance is comparable to that of 
Lubondai, the site of Central School. 


TODAY IN AFRICA 
By H. A. Driver 


“Our work in Africa is a race against - 
time.” One of the principals of a growing 
University was speaking, but the statement is 
also true of all Christian work in Africa of 
which Congo Belge is a vital part and whose 
peoples probably have farther to go in terms 
of Western progress than any of the other 
Colonies. Today the primitive peoples of 
Congo and all Africa are being forced by 
circumstances outside their control to under- 
go in a comparatively short time the vast 
changes which occupied our ancestors in Eu- 
rope end America for centuries. With such 
cataclysmic upheavals occurring on such a 
large scale the resulting admixture of tri- 
umph and tragedy is impossible of compre- 
hension, not to say description. The prepara- 
tion of a nation of people for the responsi- 
bilities which history is placing before the 
Congolee is a task in which Christian mis- 
sions have a major part. The vastness of the } 
task is indicated by the complexity of needs } 
confronting our work. The needs inherent in | 
an animistic pagan society, which have been 
confronting Christian missionaries ever since 
they first went to the Belgian Congo seventy- 
five years ago, are still very evident. But, a 
second and more difficult set of needs resul- 
tant from the impact of our Western world } 
upon that society are also challenging the } 
faith and courage of our missionaries. There } 
is little left of the old pioneering tasks of | 
overcoming disease, distance, loneliness and : 
physical danger, but as Dr. George Carpen- 
ter writes in his book, Highways for Ged in 
Congo, “the task that remains is less spec- 
tacular, but even more significant, that of so 
enthroning Christ Jesus as Lord in the hearts 

(Continued on page 7) 
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THE CHALLENGE OF CHRISTIAN 


EDUCATION IN CONGO 
Rev. Allan Wiebe 


The opportunities of the Educational pro- 
gram in Congo are incredible. In a recent 
issue of the Newsweek, a reporter who 
visited Congo makes the statement that ap- 
proximately 40% of the school age popula- 
tion in Congo are in school. He further 
states that this would be approximately 
1,000,000 children who are being taught by 
missionaries. They are missionaries because 
practically the entire educational program 
in Congo has been placed in the hands of 
missions—that is Protestant and Catholic. 
Close to half of the schools are supervised 
by Protestant missions. The C.I.M. is respon- 
sible for a good share of these schools. 
Literally thousands of children are crowd- 
ing our class rooms this year. The challenge 
is before us.. The future leaders and mem- 
bers of our Church in Congo will have had 
their first introduction to Christ, as it were, 
in our schools. We can continue to say 
then that the spirituality of the church of 
tomorrow will be determined by the type 
of emphasis we place upon the educational 
program today. We well realize that it will 
have to be a spiritual emphasis. WE NEED 
YOUR HELP to carry this great respon- 
sibility. We are not particularly appealing 
for funds, but we are appealing to you to 
help us make this school year as well as the 
ones to come of special spiritual emphasis. 
We are concerned that the doors of op- 
portunity will remain wide open for many 
more years. The C.I.M. missionaries who are 
responsible for directing this extensive edu- 
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Teachers’ Training School—Mukedi 


cational program need your daily prayers. 
Most of the actual teaching is in the hands 
of natives. Pray that we may by His grace 
instill within them the realization of their 
great responsibility—their first concern be- 
ing to introduce these youngsters: to Christ 
by their exemplary life and by their teach- 
ing. Pray also that each of these children 
may have a definite experience of the new 
birth, and then grow in the grace and 
knowledge of God. Will you take time to 
PRAY and have a direct part in this phase 
of the Lord’s work in Congo? 


_ TODAY IN AFRICA 

(Concluded from mpage 6) 
of Congo’s peoples that his transforming 
power may make them strong to meet the 
changes, conflicts, and confusions of. the 
new day that is now at hand. In this task 
the missions are now engaged, AND FOR IT 
MORE AND BETTER QUALIFIED mission- 
aries are needed.” 


A “sure thing” recipe—to get a knot on 
your head, put a chip on your shoulder. 


If you cannot keep your own secrets, don’t 
expect another to keep them for you. 
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Echoes of Devotions at the C.LM. Conference, 1952 


By Erma Birky 


Our fellowship around the Word in the An- 
nual C.I.M. conference began the evening 
we arrived, December 9, 1952. 


After worshiping the Lord and singing 
His praises, Rev. Harold Graber gave us a 
hearty verbal welcome to the Conference 
and to the 40th anniversary celebration of 
the mission and of Charlesville station. 

Rev. Enns "welcomed new and returning 
missionaries. 

Rev. Enns then led us in new consecration 
to our Lord in a message from Deut. 1:36, 
using Caleb’s words “I wholly followed the 
Lord.” | 

In each meeting there was special music; 
singing that gave us a taste of the perfect 
fellowship we shall have together in the 
presence of our Lord and Saviour. 

Wednesday morning Miss Lois Slagle held 
us spell bound while she gave a panoramic 
view of the Church. She spoke of 

The Church the mystery of Christ, 

The Church the body of Christ, and 

The Church the bride of Christ. 


She read Eph. 3:10-22 and other passages 
of. Scripture. 


Wednesday afternoon Mrs. Sprunger led 
our devotions by a meditation on Psalm 25. 


Wednesday evening George Neufeld gave 
us a report of the Basel World Mennonite 
Conference. We were led to thank the 
Lord for our Protestant heritage. 





Conference Group 1951 





Miss Erma Birky 


Thursday morning Rev. Harder led our 
thoughts on the Holy Spirit and the Church; 
showing us the need of a cleansed heart, 
ready for the filling of the Holy Spirit. He 
read Acts 1:4-9; John 14:16-18; 16:7-15. 


Thursday afternoon Mrs. Schnell led our 
meditation on Eph. 3:10-17 “Christ in the 
heart” showing us the power of Christ in 
our hearts. 


Thursday evening Rev. Glenn Rocke spoke 
on Love. He read I Cor. 13 proving to us 
that Christ’s love in our hearts will result 
in love for our African brethren even un- 
der trying circumstances as in Moses’ case 

with the children of Israel. yo 


Friday morning Rev. A. D. Gra- 
ber spoke on the Growth of the 
Church; first giving us some cf 
the causes of its stinted condi- 
tion. The causes he gave are hid- 
den sin, materialism, jealousy 
among Christians, lack of vision, 
Proverbs 29:18, and holding to 
25 he showed us the fruit of the 
the old customs. From Gal. 5:22- 
Spirit. A growing church is one 
that lifts up Christ. John 12:32 
“and I if I be lifted up will draw 
all men unto me.” 











*the Lord. 
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Friday afternoon Mr. Buck after reading 
Psaim 24:21, Romans 8:31 and part of II 
Samuel 17, spoke of God’s protecting care 
of His own who walk with Him. He gave 
incidents from His walk with God, in the 
Congo and other parts, when God definitely 
protected him and delivered him from death. 
He also spoke of doing evangelistic work 
while building and doing other industrial 
work. 


Friday evening Rev. Sani Ediger read He- 
brews 5:5-10 and part of Isaiah 52 and 53 
showing us from these Scriptures some of 
the effects on our Lord’s body, of His suf- 
fering for our sin. “His visage was so 
marred, more than any man.” While walk- 
ing with our Lord we should also enter into 
His suffering. The Holy Spirit searched 
our hearts. Have we entered into His suf- 
fering? 


Saturday morning Rev. Levi Kiedel gave 
a heart searching message on Christian 
Stewardship of our bodies. He read Romans 
6:1-14; 12:1 and Galatians 2:20. He spoke 
of the crucified feet of our Lord that walked 
only in paths of love and mercy. His bleed- 
ing brow. Then a view from behind the 
cross: Our Saviour’s riven back, torn and 
bleeding from the lash. Do we use all our 
strength for Him? He called attention to 
His crucified, wounded hands, asking are 
our hands always busy for Him? Mr. Keidel 
spoke of our Lord’s heart, asking are our 
hearts crucified? Do we always speak for 
Him? Do our mouths speak the thoughts 
of a crucified heart? Are we 
ready for revival? Can revival 
begin in our own hearts? 


Saturday afternoon’ Rev. 
Sprunger read Romans 12 and ad- 
monished us to give our bodies a 
living sacrifice holy (and wholly) 
acceptable to the Lord. He spoke 
of little things in our conduct 
that may mar our testimony for 


A new feature of the confer- 
ence is the Children’s Meetings 
every day. They had their own 
room nicely fitted up for Children’s 
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Their First Conference 





Mrs. Keidel, Mrs. Janz, Mrs. Wiebe, 
Mrs. Graber, Mrs. Harder and babies 


Meetings. Their mothers took turns in 
conducting these meetings during the con- 
ference sessions. On Saturday morning the 
children gave a very good Christmas pro- 
gram which their mothers had arranged. 

Our hearts were encouraged by fellowship 
together around the Word. By singing His 
praises together and in seasons of prayer 
we have been refreshed and prepared for 
another year of service for our soon coming 
King. 





Efficiency is not a matter of knowledge 
only, BUT a matter of feeling and spirit. 
(Romans 12:11.) 


We cannot suffer from being where we 
ought to be, except through our own im- 
patience. 





1952 Conference in Session 
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Fortieth Anniversary Celebration of the Congo Inland 


Mission At Charlesville 


Joyful spirit prevails throughout the cele- 


: és , r 
bration as the history of the mission is re- worth ie 
viewed by early missionaries and _ native yor? gay kil 
Christians to the pitching of the first tent, Ba 


the sacrificial death of the first missionary, 
and of the progressive work throughout the 
forty years. The theme of the celebration 


r) 
~ 
E4 
centers around those words “Great is thy ry 


Por! Franegor 


SASHES 


ILELE 
XN 





faithfulness.” Surely the Lord has been our = Charles rillé 
“Ebenezer” and has been with the scores of IS 

missionaries and natives who have been LO, Ae 

called to work in these fields which are Nyange 45 

white unto harvest. Many are still reaping oi ‘BALUBA- 
that which has been sown in the early days ee, 
of the work. Others have gone to their yy 

reward where they will greet those who age ELE Tg I 
have gone before who have personally io X& u 
known the Lord Jesus Christ as their Sav- rae Kola Ah 
icur and King. These have faithfully up- eft , 
held Christ that others might live, namely: ads pa 





Mr. Alvin J. Stevenson, Mrs. L. B. Haigh, 
Mrs. A. Janzen, Lester Bixel, Henry Moser, 
Archie Haller, Amelia Bertsche, and Mrs. A. 





Djoka Punda, August 1912 
No. 1, Dining Room. No. 2, Bed Room. No. 3, Hen House. No. 4, Store House. 


The Congo Inland Mission Field 


D. Graber. 

Rev. and Mrs. 
Haigh were the 
first missionaries 
or . the? -CLEM. 
choosing Ka- 
lamba the 
starting place. 
After studying 
the territory 
thoroughly; 
Djoko Punda or 
what is known 
as Charlesville 
was decided up- 
On as a trans- 
port station be- 
ing the terminus 
of travel and 
transport on the 


big Kasai River. 
Shortly after- 
wards Mr. Ste- 
venson arrived 
on the field, and 


as 


| 
| 
: 
: 





they went to Charlesville to establish a new 
station there. On January 24, 1913, Rev.. 
and Mrs. A. Janzen, Miss Sarah Kroecker 
and Walter Scott Herr arrived at Charles- 
| ville. Three weeks later Rev. Stevenson 
| went to be with his Lord after serving only 
| one year on the field. Shortly before his 
| death he related the following vision, that 
he had seen, to Miss Kroecker: “These few 
| boys will grow to thousands and a _ big 
| church will grow out of these few logs and 








How true all these prophecies have been ful- 











Nyanga Missionaries with Rev. and Mrs. Anderson 


: houses will grow up instead of these trees.” » 
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filled at the very station where 
he worked. A _ beautiful church 
has been erected, thousands cf 
Christians are praising their Re- 
deemer, and hundreds of native 
huts have replaced the dense for- 
est which surrounded the mission 
station. 

Through the faithfulness of the 
early workers and their appeal for 
new recruits, and those in the 
homeland realizing their great 
responsibility for the many lost 
out here, other stations were 
started to be also lighthouses for 
those sitting in darkness. Nyanga 
station was started in 1920, Mukedi 
in 1923, and Banga and Tshikapa 
in 1950. ke 

A special program for the mis- 
sionaries was held Sunday after- 


noon, December 14, opening 
with that stirring song “Faith of our 
Fathers.” This inspirational service was 


conducted by Rev. Glenn Rocke. Letters 
from various missionaries home on furlough 
were read and a tape recording of Rev. 
Sommers was played. . Inspirational songs 
by a male quartet and remarks by several 
of the older missionaries made up the rest 
of the program. We were happy to have a 
delegation from the Presbyterian Mission 
with us for this occasion, Mr. Alex Shive 
relating the great fellowship and cooperation 
that we are enjoying together. We appreci- 





A Conference in the 20’s. 
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ate the fine help and cooperation 
that we have received from the 
neighboring mission through the 
Scriptures, textbooks, and med- 
ical aid. Sunday evening communion 
service was conducted by Rev. Samuel 
Entz. As we sang, prayed, and partook 
of the holy sacraments, our hearts were 
closely knit together, and we felt that 
oneness which can only be had in 
Christ Jesus. 


The fortieth anniversary program 
for the Africans was held Monday 
morning, Dec. 15. First there was a 
pantomime showing the coming of the 
first missionaries to Charlesville, the 
first medical work, the first school, the 
sending out of some of the early out- 
station teachers, and last a representa- 
tive group of the church as it is today. 
The program was concluded with a 
tape recording of some of the retired 
missionaries now home in the States, 
namely: Rev. Haigh, Rev. and Mrs. Sut- 
ton, and Rev. and Mrs. Becker. One of 
the native leaders closed with prayer. 


During this anniversary our thoughts 
have not only been directed to the re- 
sults of the work out here on the field, 
but also to the faithfulness of the mem- 
bers of the Home Board during the 
past forty years as well as to the faith- 
fulness of the thousands of God’s stew- 
ards who have made this work possible 
and to the many who have upheld this 
work before the Throne of Grace. 





Early days at Mukedi. 








1953 





THE CONGO MISSIONARY MESSENGER 13 




















RRARRRRRARARRARARARARARASASH 
DIARY OF PETER AND GLADYS BULLER 


Dear Christian Friends: 


Rather than try to write a polished article 
on the life of one who has just come to 
Congo four months ago, I will give you per- 
mission to glance at a few pages of my 
diary. Read it like any other diary—if 
one day is too boring, skip it and go on 
to the next. 


SEPTEMBER 11: Today at 6:30 a. m. we 
entered the Belgian Congo. I awoke at 
about 7:00 a. m. to see the yellow waters 
of the Congo river rippling in amber colored 
wavelets in the morning sun. Some seven 
miles distant were the banks of the river 
which is over fifteen miles wide at the 
mouth. After breakfast, all hands on deck 
to watch the Congo river unfold itself for 
us aS we rounded bend after bend The 
Congo is so spread out at the mouth that 
one might well think one were sailing on 
a long lake with an endless number of 
bays, islands and inlets. But after some 30 
miles inland, the banks begin to narrow and 
heighten, and by the time we rounded the 
last bend in the river and saw the Port of 
Matadi clinging to its toehold on the river 
bank, we had been sailing through the 
Crystal Mountains for some 20 miles. 
to Matadi at 4:00 p. m. and heard the in- 
cessant hammering of steel riveters. Matadi 
is growing fast but lacks space for the port. 


| SEPTEMBER 12: By train from Matadi 
{ to Leopoldville. At first the train slowly 
| knived its way between the Crystal Moun- 
tains.. The soil of the mountains is a dull 
red—perhaps it is still red from the blood 
of the 1800 natives and 132 white men who 


died in its construction during the years 1890 . 


to 1898. Through the mountains’ the trip is 
calm and slow ‘with a good‘natured amount 
of jerking’ and~ bouncing, and*the unwary 


| ‘passenger wishes it would pick up speed: 
| Its: 
It becomes ari’ 
oval-wWheeled monster that leaps along the 
tracks' throwing the cringing’ passenger to: 


And’ alas, the hour comes when it does. 
whole personality’ changes. 


and fro like a pebble in a bushel’ basket. 
Just before: sudden destruction is’ upon us, 


Letfers from the Field 


Got 








providence intervenes and the train becomes 
its normal clanking self until it hits the 
next down-grade. They tell of a man who 
was foolish enough to put on a white shirt 
for that trip and he broke his back over a 
scrub-board trying to get the soot out of it. 

SEPTEMBER 13: At  Leopoldville, a 
strange mixture of the frontier and the 
modern metropolis; one either walks (the 
business section seems to be spread out for 
miles) or one takes a taxi for $2.00 an hour. 
I walked. 

SEPTEMBER 15: A trip from Leo _ to 
Kikwit, made for an exciting day, especial- 
ly when my wife’s sister and her family 
(the Larry Rempels), whom we hadn’t seen 
for four years, were waiting for us at the 
runway when our two-motored Sabena plane 
deposited itself at Kikwit. By car from 
Kikwit to Mukedi one gets a faint foretaste 
of Congo roads. However, this is a major 
highway and often one tears along up to 
35 miles an hour between sand holes and . 
washouts. Arrived at Mukedi at 7:30 p. m. 
and received a warm welcome—had supper 
with Agnes Sprunger and Erma Birky. 

SEPTEMBER 20: Larry took me kabaji 
hunting (an animal that resembles our 
deer) today toward evening. In an hour 
and a half we were back with a fine 150- 
pound kabaji. Kabaji that value their lives 
must keep out of Larry’s sight. He hit this 
one straight through the heart with his .22 
rifle at over 100 yards. Mukedi missionaries 
love to get together for a “station feed” 
now and then. That kabaji tasted ‘mighty 


good! i 
SEPTEMBER 26: Arrived “home” today 
—at Nyanga. We think it the most beautiful 


station in C.I.M. but missionaries from other 
stations may tend to disagree. In the eve- 
ning the various classes from the mission 
school came to sing for us and bid us. wel- 
come. This native singing is something you 
should hear’..... a deep rich naturai har- 
mony ‘that fills the air. They sing without 
books (though they have them) and know. 
the’ words and melody from memory.:: True;- 
now and then they come up with a variation: 
that. sort of twists your musical ears—but,” 
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after all, the Lord didn’t copyright the 
hymns. : 
CCTOBER 1: Had cornflakes for break- 
fast. We made the fatal mistake of buying 


a whole case of cornflakes at Kikwit. Even 
roasting them in the oven still leaves a 
strong undescribable “old” taste. I firmly 
resolve that before I leave Congo, I shall 
be able to eat through a breakfast picking 
the roasted bugs out of the re-roasted corn- 
flakes and never once leave the table to 
feed the white ants living beyond the ver- 


anda rail. Gladys really puts me to shame 
in this. 
OCTOBER 12: Went with Art Janz to 


one of our regional church-school centers 
some 40 miles distant where a week of evan- 
gelistic services were being conducted by a 
fine spiritual evangelist. Many Christians 
repented of their sins and others professed 
faith in ‘Christ. It is hard for us to realize 
the difficulty village Christians have in liv- 
ing a consistent life, surrounded as they are 
by paganism, adultery, and sin. Over 1,000 
people attended the meeting. In the evening 
Art and I: “sipped tea” around the camp- 
fire with the native teachers living there. 
Art taught me to accept in faith that the 
tea-water had been properly boiled. We 
slept in a native house. One a. m. found 
us both wide awake scratching sand-fly 
bites. Fortunately, Gladys had included a 
bottle of rubbing alcohol in my kit, and 
after passing the bottle back and forth for 
2 hours we were finally back asleep. 


OCTOBER 18: Gladys and I are suffer- 
ing from the Congo cold today. It has been 
hot, but today we wear our sweaters and 
almost imagine ourselves on one of those 
Minnesota days in June when one fires up 
the furnace. 

OCTOBER 28: In the forenoon went with 
Uncle Frank (Enns) to a quarterly region- 
al church meeting at Kakoshi. The morn- 
ing was divided into three services. First, 
a general evangelistic meeting under the 
shade trees attended by about 800 people. 
Second, a fellowship meeting where Chris- 
tians shared their blessings and trials in 
testimony. Finally, a communion service in 
the bamboo schoolhouse in which some 50 
were partakers. We had forgotten the bread 
so a quick trip was made to the native 
village for a big doughy ball of native 
“musa.” Since the natives do not make 


bread, I felt that their own “musa” which 
they eat every day was perhaps a_ better 
symbol of the broken body of Christ than 
our western bread. 

NOVEMBER 14: Nyanga station seems 
dead these days. Anna Quiring has gone 
home on furlough; Art Janz’s are at Mukedi 
awaiting the arrival of a baby boy or girl, 
depending on what Dr. Schwartz has in 
stock now. The school children are gone 
for the two-month vacation and Uncle 
Frank and Aunt Agnes have been out in the 
villages itinerating for almost two weeks. 
That leaves Kornelia Unrau and Selma 
Unruh here to take care of the station. It 
is no unusual sound to hear Kornelia’s bi- 


cycle creaking past our back veranda in the 


wee hours of the morning on its way to 
the O. B. ward. 

DECEMBER, 12: It’s: a.boy: Ourijyson, 
James Peter, arrived at 6:40 tonight at 
Mukedi . . . weighs seven pounds, and in 
all objectivity we must admit that he is 
positively the best baby ever. Two hours 
later I had the privilege of broadcasting the 
news to the rest of the CIM. world by 


radio. James will find Mark Janz (now one 
month old) a wonderful playmate some 
day. 


DECEMBER 24: We returned to Nyanga 
yesterday and James experienced. his first 
one-hour crossing of the Loange river ferry. 
It was HOT and he let us know he didn't 
like it! We had Christmas turkey dinner at 
Art Janz’s. After dinner gifts were ex- 
changed. Larry Janz was transported to 
the 7th heaven as he sat in the center of 
the floor watching his daddy play with the 
trucks, jeep, caterpillar, and cars he (Larry) 
had received. We surely missed the usual 
family gatherings we have back home. 


JANUARY 16: School started January 6. 
Teaching 38 classes a week, six days a 
week, keeps me hopping. Am teaching in 
the 6th and 7th grades. The 54 fellows in 
school come from six C.I.M. stations; they 
speak two different languages and represent 
seven different tribes. They are _ being 
prepared to enter junior high school next 
year. It is quite a thrill to stand before 
those adolescent boys. Sample questions 
asked today: Do the white people put the 
iron sticks on their roofs as a fetish to 
scare the lightning away? Do the negroes 

(Continued on page 21) 
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Mutena, 
Dec. 30, 1952 


Dear Friends: 


It is a joy to be writing you once more 
from Mutena. The day for which I had 
been waiting in expectation finally arrived 
the 18th of October, when I set foot once 
more on Mutena soil, after an absence of 
two and a half years. 


Our ocean trip this fall from Antwerp to 
Matadi was a very pleasant one. Good 
weather and smooth sailing added to our 
enjoyment of the voyage. Twice en route 
we were permitted to disembark and walk 
about on foreign soil—once at Tenerife in 
the Canaries and again at Lobito Bay in 
Angola. For one month we remained at 
Leopoldville, observing in the hospital for 
Congolese as a part of our Tropical Medicine 
Course. Those seemed to be such long 
weeks for, although I was already in Congo, 
if was so near and yet so far. But the 18th 
came and now through my Heavenly Fa- 
ther’s faithful leading and tender care, I am 
once more in the place to which He has 
called me. We would not want to forego 
the privilege of a furlough at home among 
our loved ones and friends—but without ex- 
ception we are glad to be back “home” in 
Congo. 


I had been warned in advance of some 
of the changes which I could expect to find 
upon my return. The warning was not 
amiss. I have found material changes on 
the station. One home had been completed 
and two more were in construction. The 
new Maternity Hospital had been in use for 
some time. But there were other changes 
which were of even more consequence. Per- 
haps the greatest is in the African himself. 
There is an unrest in his heart. The govern- 
ment, in the hopes of stirring up his ambi- 
tion, has succeeded in developing in him a 
desire for the buying power of money. It 
has made him more strongly desirous cf 
earning but this desire, legitimate as it may 
be, is in many instances making subordinate 
eor crowding out all together other worth- 
while desires. Our church is keenly feel- 
ing this rise of materialism. 


However, in spite of all these changes, 
one thing remains the same—that is. the 
African’s need of Christ. The Gospel and 
its Christianizing: influence is the only solu- 
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tion to the situation. Don’t forget to pray 
for us that we might not fail them at this 
crucial time. Christ is the answer. 


Sincerely in Him, 
Lois Slagle. 


Nyanga par Tshikapa, 
January 25, 1953 
Mr. H. A. Driver, 
4610 S. Woodlawn Ave., 
Chicago, Illinois. 
Dear Uncle Harve: 


Thank you for that letter you wrote to me. 
I'm so glad that I have an Uncle Harve in 
the States who will look after things for 
me. I’m still so little that I need someone 
like you. I am six weeks old now and 
weigh almost 10 pounds. My mama says I’m 
getting along fine. Today she dressed me 
in my new blue suit and it makes me feel 
like a little man. During the week I still 
have to wear those silly kimonas. I'll soon 
outgrow them, I hope. 


I’m taking your advice about going to 
grandpa and gramma Enns for advice. 
They have been wonderful to me and we 
go there often. The other day when I had 
a tummy ache, gramma Enns knew just 
what to do. 


Little Evelyn came to Nyanga a few davs 
ago. She lives in Larry’s house now, since 
Larry is at the lake. I miss Mark most of 
all. He and I go to church every Sunday 
in our buggies. When we cry, our mom- 
mies pick us up and the whole church will 
turn their heads to look at us. That makes 
us feel very important, so we cry often. 

Say, Uncle Harve, my Daddy says I’m 
drinking so much milk that soon Ill need 
a “supporter.” I’m on the lookout for one, 
but haven’t found one yet. Daddy says they’ll 
ship me to the States if I don’t find one 
soon; is that true? 4 

Mommie says it’s time for a change, so 
bye-bye. e 
Little James Buller. 


“Faith is to believe what we do not see, 
and the reward of this faith is to see what 
we believe.” 


How about your own weeds? 
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OUR FIRST EXPERIENCES IN THE 
CONGO 


Our first experience in Belgian Congo was 
waiting in the Congo river eight days to 
get into port. Day after day they told us, 
tomorrow or, for variety sake, the day after 
tomorrow, we may go in. 


The second experience was going through 
customs. Whoever seeks the privilege of 
living in Congo, let him come prepared to 
pay for it. 


These experiences have rather strongly in- 
fluenced our philosophy of life here. We 
plan, how can we make this trip more 
economically, how can this building be made 
less expensive, how can we buy groceries 
with less. Everywhere there are hindrances 
and economical set-backs while other in- 
terests forge ahead and make huge profits. 
The painful thing is the impact they have 
on the ‘natives before we can introduce 
them to Christ. 


Then when we wish to make some effort 
and finish a thing, the answer is—tomorrow. 
We want to finish this today, but it cannot 
be done until tomorrow. We ask them to 
hang this door but they forget the door stop 
and it will have to be finished tomorrow. 
The concrete becomes hard so we cannot 
pour this floor until tomorrow. 


Then we go to the village. Some ques- 
tion our good news.—But, others say, “They 
are telling us a good thing, let them alone.” 
Then they turn to us and say, “Come again, 
we like your message.” We rejoice in such 
response until we realize it means—tomor- 
row. There is the heartache. 


We come home thinking of the 200 boys 
and some girls who are at school taking 
hold of their opportunity, many have ac- 
cepted Christ,—but, tonight we have a 
palaver. All the teachers and some mis- 
sionaries have been slandered on the school 


blackboards. Maybe tomorrow these boys 
will be better, we hope, with bleeding 
hearts. 


This is just a sketch of our tomorrow. 
But let me hasten to say these tomorrows 
are only under the sun. Jesus said, “And 
I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw 
all men unto me.” John 12:37. There is the 
joy. Our Jesus does the drawing. God is 
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in our tomorrows. By His grace, we hope 
to see and report to you how.He is drawing 
boys and girls and villagers, through Jesus 
Christ, to become men and women for Him- 
self. 


May the Lord bless you all. 
Yours in Christ, 
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Ediger. 


Banga via Charlesville 
Congo Belge, Africa 


—$—<—__— 


“God is taithtal’ 7a “Cor 178; 


5°24; “Heb: 10:23: 


The year 1952 has been one of many 
blessings. First of all, praise be to the 
Father for His “unspeakable gift,” His own 
dear Son. Also for all spiritual blessings © 
as well as physical and temporal, as an 
author of a song says, “Strength for today 
and bright hope for tomorrow, blessings all 
mine with ten thousand beside.” 


I Thess. 


During the Christmas week we decided it 
would be well for us to go to some of our 
outstations not too far away for a service, 
in order to encourage them. Accordingly, 
on Tuesday evening, December 23, three of 
us went in the model A Ford to a village 
about twelve miles away. Then on Wed- 
nesday evening some of us went to one 


village and some to another. ) 


On Christmas day our new chapel was 
filled and several hundred people were out- 
side. Many of them brought their own 
chairs because they knew that not every- 
body would have room on _ the bamboo 
benches that were put in recently. It was 
estimated that there were more than two 
thousand people in the morning service. 


At 11:30 we began the communion service, 
and when we were about half through it 
began to rain, and it rained faster and fast- 
er, so that we could not go home to dinner 
until about 1 P. M. There were about two 
hundred Africans who joined us in this 
service. 


Then at 2:30 we had the children’s pro- 
gram. There was a_ flannel board long 
enough for six pictures. While one child 
read part of the Christmas story from the 
Bible, Miss Lutke put the picture of that 
portion on the board. When another child 
read the next portion, she put that picture 
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on. There was a song between each act, 
either by the children or the congregation. 
One little boy about six years old, from the 
kindergarten class, read his portion so dis- 
tinctly and correctly that the whole con- 
gregation expressed their wonder. 


Since Dec. 28, we have had special meet-. 


ings twice a day with a crippled African, 
Shidi Lazalo, originally from Nyanga sta- 
tion, but who has been at the Presbyterian 
mission for twenty years and received his 
education there, as the speaker. He gave 
heart-searching messages. One evening five 
people stayed to get right with God, and 
this evening thirty-five girls and three boys 
came to confess their wrongs and to receive 
Jesus Christ as their Saviour. We pray that 
the Holy Spirit may have a chance to do 
His work of grace in their hearts, and also 
in the hearts of many others who should 
have done the same thing. 

The teachers from the outstations are 
nearly all here, and the messages have been 
very practical for them too. Will you pray 
with us that they may be filled anew with 
love for the Lord and for souls, that they 
may put their whole heart into the work, 
that they may realize that they should en- 
list for life in the service of the Lord and 
not be wanting to look for more remuner- 
ative jobs. In other words, may the Lord 
give them such humble and obedient hearts 
that He can fill them with His Holy Spirit. 


Yours in His Service, 
Agnes Sprunger. 





Brussels, Belgium 
February 1, 1953 


Dear Ones in Christ: 


“Greater love hath no man than this, that 
a man lay down his life for his friends.”— 
John 15:13. This is the verse that I have 
tacked above my desk. It is my verse for 
the year which I received at the Watch 
Night service on New Year’s Eve and with 
which I began this new year of 1953. The 


_ group of Christians with whom we saw the 
“new year in was small, but one could sense 


that it was truly the love of Christ which 
united our hearts together. It is one of the 
blessings of our stay in Belgium to be able 
to meet with those who love the Lord and 
to have our souls fed from the Word. I 
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had feared that it would be difficult to un- 
derstand a message given in French, but the 
pastor speaks slowly and distinctly so that 
I have always received a blessing from his 
message. 


Our biggest task here in Belgium is ‘to 
learn the French language. Although it is 
difficult and quite takes up our time, I find 
it interesting and I am sure it will mean 
much to us when we get back to the Congo. 
Since the Christmas holidays we have not 
had as many hours of class work in French, 
but two weeks ago we began our Normal 
School work which thus far has consisted 
of lectures and films on the Belgian school 
system. Arrangements are being made for 
us to visit the schools and observe, at first 
hand, their schools and their methods of 
teaching. This, too, is proving very helpful 
to us. 


The Belgian people are a liberty-loving 
people and their constitution grants them 
four great freedoms—the freedom of wor- 
ship, the freedom of instruction, the free- 
dem of the press, and the freedom of as- 
sembly. Provision is made in the public 
school system whereby each child may re- 
ceive religious instruction according to his 
faith. This is a part of his regular school 
program and the instructor is chosen by his 
group—that is, Roman Catholic, Protestant, 
or Jewish. 


We were happy to welcome Miss Lodema 
Short into our C.I.M. group here the second 
of January when she arrived from Paris. 
Our group numbers twelve now. Rev. and 
Dr. Martens and Miss Sara Friesen have 
moved to Antwerp where Dr. Martens and 
Miss Friesen are beginning the Tropical 
Medicine Course. Last Sunday it was our 
privilege to meet with them in the Martens’ 
apartment for our weekly prayer meeting. 
These meetings are a great blessing to us 
also and we feel there that bond of love and 
fellowship which binds us together with 
you at home and with those on the field. 


I am happy to be able to greet you all 
again through the pages of the “Messenger.” 
It seemed that furlough days passed by so 
quickly and the year in Belgium looked like 
a long stretch that separated me from the 
Congo. Now I find the days are passing by 
rapidly and profitably here and we are al- 
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ready booking passage for the field of our 
Lord’s choosing for us. 


Let us continue to pray one for the other 
for we are His witnesses, ambassadors for 
Christ, each in the place where He has put 
us. May we be found faithful in this high 
calling. 

Sincerely in Christ, 
Frieda Guengerich. 


Nyanga, par Tshikapa 
Congo Belge, Africa 
January 31, 1953 


Dear Christian Friends: 


Greetings from Nyanga in the Name above 
every name, Jesus Christ! 


Nine days have passed since our arrival at 
Nyanga last week Thursday, January 22, 
at about 1:15 P. M. The flights, from 
Ndola to E’ville, and from E’ville to Lulua- 
bourg, were quite uneventful. The first one 
mentioned was of only 40 minutes’ duration 
during which we were filling out the neces- 
sary papers to get back into the Congo. Our 
re-entry was without any difficulties what- 
soever, and the customs official just took a 
quick look at us and told us to go on. So 
we were again back in the Congo. It was 
a good feeling. We spent that night at the 
guest house near the airport, and the next 
morning at eight we were on our way to 
Luluabourg. Mr. Sprunger met us there at 
11:45. Since he had numerous business 
items to take care of, we rented a room 
near the airport again since that was the 
only place that had any rooms available. 
He and I spent the afternoon in town and 
were able to take care of some of the 
necessary business. The next morning ll 
of us were in town doing the shopping 
which we wished to do, and at about noon 
time we were ready to leave for Tshikapa, 
except that we needed gasoline yet. We 
were informed that that was unavailable 
until 2:00 o’clock, so we went to have our 
lunch and wait out the time. Later we 
found that the pump at Cegeac was open all 
the time, but that was already two o’clock 
then. By that time though, we wondered 
at the advisability of starting on the road, 
since a heavy rain was falling. We finally 
decided to go and did not regret it, since 
the rain let up about a half hour later. 
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Though the road was very wet, we were 
able to continue slowly, and arrived at 
Tshikapa at 10:30 P. M., tired but happy to 
be there. We had to remove only one tree 
all the way, and that one was broken, so 
that we could roll it out of the road quite 
easily. After a supper at the Wiebes, we 
quickly rolled in, and got at least some 
hours of sleep. Thursday morning we were 
again on our way at about 8:30, but felt it 


advisable to stop at the territorial office 


and at the Forminiere to get signed in again. 
So we did not reach our final goal until 
after one o’clock. We received a hearty 
welcome from all here, the missionaries as 
well as the natives, and we were surely 
happy to be back home again. 


At the present we are occupying the Janz’ | 


house while they are away and while I am 
trying to get a few more things finished in 
the new house. Though there are no inside 
doors yet, and numerous windows with only 
screens in them, we plan to move in next 
week sometime. This week we have gotten 
the floor plumbing and the floor itself into 
the bathroom, and this morning I put the 
toilet stool in its place. The kitchen stove 
was unpacked and set up Thursday after- 
noon, numerous window screens have been 
put in this week, and this morning we 
brought our refrigerator into the house and 
set it up. It is already operating now. Anne 
also lit a fire in the new stove this morn- 
ing to try it out, and seems very happy 
about it. It arrived in good condition, and 
we trust it will be a good piece of furniture 
and give many years of service. 


All the activity and unsettled conditions . 


have been very tiring to Anne, but we hope 
that we will soon be able to establish our- 
selves, and be able to get properly organ- 
ized. Then we hope she will be able to 
continue the progress toward improved 
health again. Just now it is a bit trying 
for her. 


This afternoon yet Pete and I want to 
discuss the division of classes, and then next 
week I will be getting into that work again 
also. He has been doing the big job brave- 
ly, but he should not have to continue that 
very long. . 

Shortly before we left Beulah Farm, Mrs. 
Stevens mentioned that they would like to re- 
ceive the Congo Missionary Messenger also. 
They are earnest Christians, and deeply in- 
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terested in the Lord’s work, and I am cer- 
tain would also pray definitely for the work 
of the C.ILM. Would you thus please send 
them the Messenger. The address is, Cap- 
tain G. A. Stevens, Beulah Farm, Halesowen 
Rail, C. P., Union of South Africa. 

Though there are discouragements in the 
work here, yet we believe that progress is 
being made toward a_ well established 
church in this area of the Congo. I believe 
that some of our leaders are beginning to 
realize more and more their responsibility 
in the work. But the need of revival is 
just as great as ever. That the Lord may 
send it, and send it soon, is our earnest 
prayer. 

Sincerely in Him, 
John B. Jantzen. 


C.I.M., Banga, 
Dec) 31952 
Dear Christian Friends: 
“Thanksgiving Day for Banga 
Missionaries—1952” 

II Timothy 4:2—“Preach the word; be 
instant in season, out of season; reprove, 
rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and 
doctrine.” 

The Nyanga missionaries had invited the 
Banga missionaries for an afternoon of fel- 
lowship and a 5:00 supper on Thanksgiving 
Day. We felt that we certainly would like 
to go, as we so seldom see our fellow work- 
ers except at conference or business ses- 
sions, so we did all in our power to make 
this desire possible. 

Russell had taken the V-8 panel to Mukedi 
when he went for the Edigers so here we 
were without a car except the model B, 
which was not in working order. Levi had 
been working on it from time to time so 
we could probably have a car to go out and 
hold services in the villages around about 
even though Russell had our only running 
vehicle on the station. But he tried and 
tried without success till finally he ran 
across an idea and found it worked even 
‘though it was not what you would call a 
modern idea. Everything was all ready and 
set to pull out at 12:10 noon on Thanksgiv- 
ing Day. The children were all excited and 
a-tremble as this was going to be a rare 
treat for all of us. 


We piled into lizzie with our lunch and 
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all—Eudene, Levi and Paul in front, Junior, 
Evelyn, Priscilla and I in the back. Stop- 
ping only for a prayer of guidance and a 
safe trip to Nyanga we were off for a good 
little visit with some of our other co-work- 
ers, 

The first 15 miles were without any event, 
but just as we pulled up in front of the 
teacher’s house where we wanted to ston for 
a few minutes, something went wrong. The 
gas started to run out of the improvised 
tank, and we had a rear flat tire. 

Levi said, “Helen, our journey is finish- 
ed.” At once I thought of sending a bicycle 
messenger to Nyanga telling someone there 
to come after us. While Eudene helped Levi 
to save some of the gas I hurriedly scrib- 
bled a note and secured the teacher’s bi- 
cycle. He claimed he was sick so I finally 
persuaded one of our school boys to go 
after showing him our dilemma. He left 
about 1:00 by bicycle and by 6:40 Mr. 
Buller drove into the village with the 
Nyanga carry-all. 

On our first lap of our trip we had gone 
about five miles before we discovered in all 
our hurry we had forgotten the water jug 
which was left on Keidel’s table all ready 
for the trip. So while we were waiting at 
the village for the Nyanga car, I sent an- 
other messenger back to Banga for our 
water, thinking perhaps we had let it set 
outside the door at the house. In the mean- 
time I asked for water from the teacher for 
washing our hands. Then I thought of boil- 
ing some water for drinking in case the 
messenger would not come back from Banga. 
Some of the school boys gathered some 
sticks together and we soon had a roaring 
fire. I put some water on to boil in a five- 
pound klim tin that I had taken along for a 
lunch container. 


The waiting was not too tiresome except 
for the children. They just didn’t know what 
to do with themselves. Fortunately I had 
some sewing along so I could easy pass the 
time. Levi took a walk with the children 
through the village. Later on about 4:30 
we decided it was a good time to hold a 
village meeting and give the Gospel message 
to the village people. Levi happened to 
have a Sword of the Lord along so he felt 
he could find a good text on the sermon of 
“The Three Crosses.” Going to a shady spot 
where most men gather to discuss their af- 
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fairs we sent the school children out to call 
the people in. After singing a few songs 
the people began to gather until we had a 
nice group. They seemed quite attentive; 
and although no one came forward when the 
invitation was given we feel the meeting 
was not in vain. Perhaps the seed was 
sown in some poor wanderer’s heart. Only 
time and eternity will tell. I feel that the 
Lord guided us to hold a meeting; and as 
Paul told Timothy to be instant in the 
Word in season and out of season, we should 
take advantage of every opportunity we 
have in sending forth the Word of God. 

Going back to our stopping place we had 
another hour and a half to wait. We cer- 
tainly welcomed Pete Buller when he came 
and lost no time climbing into the car. He 
told us the Nyanga missionaries were hold- 
ing the Thanksgiving supper till we got 
there so we lost no time in getting on our 
way. . 

Arriving at Nyanga about 8:05 we found 
the missionaries all gathered at the Enns 
home waiting for us. After a bountiful sup- 
per of turkey, cranberry sauce and pumpkin 
pie we all enjoyed a time of fellowship of 
telling about some of our past Thanksgiv- 
ings. Some gave verses of Thanksgiving 
and told of the blessings they received on 
those days. After an hour or more of fel- 
lowship we closed our evening with singing 
a number of choruses. 

After a good night’s rest and breakfast at 
Miss Unruh’s home we felt we should be 
turning our thoughts toward Banga. The 
C.I.M. 3-ton truck that the Dicks brought 
with them was at Nyanga so we decided 
to drive that back and use it for transport 
till our one-ton pick-up arrived. 


We had a good trip home with only a 
few stops. One was to go back to our 
stopping place of the day before, and 
change the tire on the model B and move 
it to one side. We arrived home again about 
3:00 on Friday afternon. It is hard to 
understand why all this happened; but we 
know perhaps the Lord had a purpose in it 
all as we think of Romans 8:28. “Some- 
day we’ll understand.” 


On December 1st about 3:30 in the after- 
noon the long-looked-for missionary party 
drove into the station. We were so happy 
to welcome the Ediger family into our fam- 
ily group at Banga as helpers in this great 


a place to stay could be located. 
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harvest field. The Lord has blessed this 
work within the last two years in sending 
two new couples to this station. On Dec. 3, 
1950, we first came here with our possessions 
and as a family with Ernest to live here. 
Ernest was a great help to us while he 
made his short stay and the people became 
attached to him very much. The work has 
been growing slowly and people are _ be- 
ginning to come in to live here permanently. 
Our school is making progress, and we feel 
that with your interests and prayers the 
Lord will use this place as a lighthouse to 
the regions around about us. We earnestly 
request that you will remember this place 
and the workers in your prayers, that we 
may have guidance and patience to lead 
these people to the true light. . 


Your Co-workers from Banga, 
By Mrs. Helen Schnell. 


Tshikapa Station 
Dear Christian Friends, 


Greetings in the. Name of Him who is 
coming again. What a glorious privilege it 
is to have a Saviour to present to the Con- 
golese, one who is coming again for His own. 
We trust there will be a great number of 
our colored friends ready to meet Him at 
His coming. “Let us work while it is yet 
day, the night cometh when no man shall 
work.” 

School is in full swing again after a two- 
month vacation. At Tshikapa about 400 
students are enrolled in the station school, 
many more had to be turned away for lack © 
of room and supplies. 
youth is becoming, aware of the fact that 
unless they make an attempt to finish some 
schooling, the future will have little in store 
for them and so they come. Many of them 
had had a most difficult time to find lodg- 
ing, and have gone hungry for a time until 
For a 
number of them the past weeks have been 
a real time of testing. We trust they shall 
make good progress in this school year and 
that all may turn from “Darkness to Light.” 


In a matter of weeks, we hope to see the 
Bible School begun here at Tshikapa. Dur- 
ing the past year many prayers have gone’ 
up to the Throne of Grace, in request for 
wisdom and understanding to know just 
how the school should function. In the last 
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few weeks, Rev. Waldo Harder, the director 
of the school, and other C.I.M. missionaries 
have made two trips to visit the Bible 
Schools of the Baptist and Presbyterian mis- 
sions. They were able to gather much valu- 
able information from their visits. A num- 
ber of our present church leaders will be 
enrolled this year for a refresher course. 
Looking into the future, we are seeeing 
staunch, spiritual leaders going forth from 
the school, taking their full share of respon- 
sibility in the church of their own people. 


Many of you have read about Lazalo the 
crippled evangelist who has been a great 
help to all of our C.I.M. stations, especially 
in the evangelistic services. In the last 
month, the Lord supplied his need of a help- 
mate in a fine Christian woman. It was 
our privilege to help him arrange for his 
wedding in the station chapel. The wedding 
took place on a Saturday afternoon in the 
presence of a number of Christian friends 
who have been blessed by his ministry. 
Since Lazalo is not among his own people 
here at Tshikapa, a wedding supper was 
prepared on the station and close friends of 
the couple were invited to eat together with 
them and us as missionaries. Native food 
was served, plus a few extras such as bread, 
cookies and tea, which the native also en- 
joys. Lazalo had waited for this experience 
| for many years and is truly grateful to the 

Lord for meeting his need. We trust that 
unitedly they will continue to serve Him 
faithfully. They have now moved to Mutena 
station to help in Bible teaching there. 


The medical work at Tshikapa has _ in- 
creased considerably in the past months. It 
has been necessary to train extra helpers to 
‘meet the needs of the many sick who come 
to us daily for help. We have been fortunate 
to have a nurse’s aide trained at Mukedi, 
join our staff here. The opportunities to 
‘witness to the sick are really limitless. May 
many find healing for their souls as well as 
for their bodies is our prayer. 


In a few days we are anticipating to oc- 
cupy the first completed class room of the 
eight-room primary school. Several other 
rooms will be occupied after several weeks. 
It is a fine building and will be a great as- 
set to our school work. 


We are all happy for the plan of regular 
church visitation which was adopted at the 
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recent C.I.M. conference. We cannot help 
but feel that a thorough program of this 
kind to all our church centers will be a 
real strengthening to the church. The trips 
that have been made in the Tshikapa area 
since conference have proved to be a real 
blessing both to the natives and the mis- 
sionaries. 


So often we wonder just how we could 
help you dear friends to feel that you have 
a real share in this great work. Truly, we 
are co-workers in the Lord. Perhaps only 
eternity will reveal to you what your share 
has really been, but if you have been faith- 
ful to pray and give, you will certainly be 
well repaid for it all in that day! Let us 
be faithful “until He comes.” 

Sincerely in Christ, 
Allan and Selma Wiebe and daughters. 


—_——— 


DIARY OF PETER AND GLADYS BULLER 
(Continued from page 14) 
in America have black skin like ours? 
Where is heaven? Do you pay a big dowry 
to your father-in-law when you get mar- 
ried in America? Do you like horse meat? 
And so it goes. These fellows are anxious 
to learn, and it is our prayer that by God’s 
grace we may help them to grow into stal- 
wart young Christian men who shall be 
leaders in the African church of tomorrow. 
JANUARY 23: The John Jantzens have 
arrived at Nyanga! Everyone is glad to see 
them back, and I am glad to get help in 
the school. They have come back with new 
courage and are refreshed in health. 


‘God not only gives Godly advice, but also 
provides all the necessary items to carry it 
out. 


If your “being separate” is negative, it 
availeth for naught. “From—unto” will count 
for Christ. 


To scorn another’s work leads only to lack 
of accomplishing our own. “What is that to 
thee?” 


In every generation there will be an army 
working for Jesus Christ and another army 
working against Him. 
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Mukedi, On the Air 


OQ4AS This is Mukedi calling. This 
is our first broadcast this New Year. We 
don’t know what is in store for us this year, 
but it is precious to know that our Lord 
knows, and it is sufficient to walk by faith, 
since our faith is in Jesus Christ our Lord 
and soon coming King. His coming may be 
this year. Our desire is, that we may be 
-found faithful to Him. 


We had a wonderful Christmas Season, 
crowded full of opportunity of witnessing 
for our Lord. The week preceding Christ- 
mas, we white people went to commercial 
posts and villages in groups for meetings. 
The people seemed to appreciate it a lot. 
Christmas day the Sprunger family went to 
Matshui, a commercial post, and to Mangala, 
where we have quite a group of Camwood 
Christians. They are unusual, for in the 
Congo when a person believes on the Lord, 
the use of cosmetics is discontinued. It was 
a journey of over 70 miles one way. They 
started early and got home in the wee hours 
of the morning. They had a hilarious re- 
ception every place. We just thank the 
Lord for the response to the Gospel mes- 
sage. 


Here, this was our first Christmas in the 
beautiful new chapel. How our hearts 
thrilled in praise to our gracious Lord for 
providing all this for us. There were near- 
ly 2,000 people at the meeting. Many were 
sitting outside, quietly listening to the mes- 
sage. Two hundred or more bikes were glit- 
tering in the sunshine. A truck or two 
had come during the night with people who 
have been saved and educated here. We 
just praise the Lord for each one of them. 
We had an evangelistic service at 9 a. m. 
Communion at noon and a children’s pro- 
gram at 2 p. m. The house was filled for 
that also. One little fellow read (less than 
six years old) Luke 2:1-7 so nicely. I 
wish you could have felt the reaction of the 
audience. 


We white people had our Christmas din- 
ner on Saturday with Miss Lutke. We lacked 
nothing. We had it late because it was the 
first day in the week that we could all be 
at home. Certainly the Lord has showered 
His blessings on us, and we are thankful 
for His goodness to us. ° F 


Following Christmas we had revival meet- 
ings. Shido Lazarus, the crippled evangelist, 
was our speaker. The Lord blessed his: 
ministry. Some accepted the Lord and a 
number were restored to fellowship with 
the Lord. The teacher-evangelists were in 
from the district and we had. good fellow-. 
ship with them. 


We enjoyed having Wilmer and Jeannette: 
Sprunger while they were home from school 
at Lubondai. Jeannette had a fever the first 
few days she was here. She taught Judy 
Schwartz and her little sister Shirley, and. 
Bobbie Schwartz. Jeannette did some sew- . 
ing in preparation for going to school again. 
She has grown up very quickly. Wilmer 
drove the car for moving 23 teachers. He 
gave us a big lift in the work. I enjoyed. 
going with him. (His father said “to add 
the dignity.”) They have gone to school 
again, we miss them. It was not possible 
for the Sprunger family to take a vacation, 
as they often do when their children are 
home from school. There was too much mis-. 
sion business. 


School opened again, after two months” 
vacation, on Jan. 8th. Registration started 
January 2. We have a big enrollment in 
most of the schools. The people, who cared 
nothing for an education 25 years ago, now 
seem to appreciate the value of “Books.” 
At that there are still many children who 
are not in school. 


I need not tell you that some of us at 
Mukedi went to the annual mission confer- 
ence at Charlesville. We had wonderful fel- 
lowship in the Lord with our co-workers. 
We just thank the Lord for His bounties to 
us last year. 


Last Saturday, January 17th, we had a 
cablegram telling of the sad news of the 
death of Miss Helena Liechty, Miss Sprung- 
er’s sister by adoption. We feel the loss 
keenly, tho’ we do not mourn as those who: 
have no hope. Our hope is in the Lord 
who arose from the dead. 


Mukedi is going off the air, off and clear 
until the next broadcast. 


Your announcer is 


-Erma M. Birky. 
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HIGH LIGHTS OF 1952 


Evangelistic Department 

“Lift up your eyes and look on the fields.” 
This we must do in this area of 300 villages. 
It has been a joy to visit the outstations and 
villages and one is always welcomed. The 
large sale of Bibles and New Testaments, 
school supplies and Christian literature has 
been a Christian witness. The Bible is still 
the “sword of the Lord” and readily meets 
all Opposition and is the heritage of the 
Christian faith. We trust that much more 
itinerating can be done with added laborers 
on our station, the Keidels having arrived 
here in June and the Edigers in December. 
May the Lord richly bless them in witness- 
ing for Him. 

Station work has been’ encouraging, 
though slow. Banga station is but two years 
old, the workmen’s camp has grown and as 
a whole has been satisfying, and a big 
change from a year ago. It is hoped that 
outstation work can be stressed, especially 
villages where there is no witness. The 
road past the station, 100 miles long, is 
without one witness for the Lord Jesus. 
Pray that an effectual door may be opened. 
At last. we have a native leader for this 
station. Both he and his wife are Bible 
school graduates and effective soul winners. 
They deserve your prayers. 

Educational Department 

“Study to shew thyself approved unto 
God.” As yet the students of our tribe, the 
Bashilele, do not appreciate the value of 
education. During days of corn harvest, and 
dry season plain fires, students just are not 
here. For the coming year we feel we 
must plan school vacations in accordance 
with their extra curricular activities. With 
over 350 students, only 230 finished the year. 
Thirty were graduated from the fifth grade, 
of whom we hope a number will go out as 
witnesses for their Lord as outstation teach- 
ers. 

“ Women’s and Girls’ Work 

This phase of the work has its discourage- 
ments and difficulties. Many of the women 
are so cumbered with work and no time to 
sit at Jesus’ feet as Mary of old. With the 
help of the native worker’s wife, progress 
is made and_ several successful meetings 


BANGA STATION 





Ernest Yoder and R. F. Schnell family, 
Banga’s first missionaries. 


have been held. The Girls’ camp and school 
enrolled 39 girls during the year, a number 
of whom married school boys. Relatives and 
friends think it a joke that girls should 
learn to read and write and the problems 
are great to keep them in school.. They 
need your prayers to stand firm and go 
forward. 
Medical Work 

Medical work was begun in full swing in 
July and we have been averaging over 1,000 
patients monthly. The dispensary, a sun- 
dried brick structure including dispensing, 
examining, supply rooms and office, was 
finished in August and is proving adequate. 
The Lord has granted wisdom, as He has 
promised, “If any man lack wisdom, let him 
ask of God and it shall be given him.” Jn 
the maternity work we have had all live 
babies, and we trust soon to be able to re- 
duce the high infant mortality rate of over 
50% among the Bashilele. 
Industrial 

After recovering from the shock of being 
informed that I would be builder at Banga 
temporarily, I purchased a note book and 
took copious notes while observing brother 
Sam Entz at Mutena and brother Archie 
Graber at Tshikapa. Upon arrival at Banga 
with some school children and a few work- 
men we began the dispensary, note book in 
hand. Our other project was to be a com- 
bination administration-storage building, the 

(Continued on page 35) 
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CHARLESVILLE STATION 


Evangelistic 

“But these are written that ye might be- 
lieve ...”’ We have had the joy through 
this year of again bringing the Gospel to 
the people of Congo and praise the Lord 
for those who have believed. Pre-Easter 
meetings were held and in October we had 
two weeks’ meetings in villages near the 
station. Pray with us that the Lord may 
raise up native evangelists to go to the out- 
stations. We are badly in need of such 
workers to minister to the babes in Christ. 
We trust that for the coming year one mis- 
sionary will be released from the station to 
spend time in the outstations. We covet 
your prayers. . 

For the children in surrounding villages, 
who were not attending the station chil- 
dren’s services, we have started two village 
services, later another at the Forminiere 
camp nearby, adding several Saturday chil- 
dren’s services later on. The interest shown 
bas been gratifying and we have been en- 
couraged by the Scripture and choruses they 
have retained in their memories. We are 
grateful for the adequate flannelgraph ma- 
terial made available to us and the African 
teachers have enjoyed learning to use it. 
We are also grateful for the portable organ 
made available by friends in the homeland. 
For those who have accepted the Lord Jesus, 
we are deeply thankful; they in turn are 
a great help in winning others. Will you 
pray for them? 


Surely no group enjoys music more than 
the African Christians. We continue to en- 
joy the service of the Circle of Singers, a 
group of young men, and the E.A.P. boys 


“ Charlesville Station 





who served as the choir during the school 
year, and the women’s choir. May hymns 
of praise ever fill the hearts of our Congo 
Christians. 

The women’s work has been bearing fruit 
as is evidenced by the station catechism 
class of 30 women. Ought not something 
special be done for the men? We meet in 
the church only once a month now, twice a 
month the women go to their assigned places 
for services, while the other week we all 
go to some designated village round about 
to bring the service to women who do not 
otherwise come, thus reaching them for the 
Lord. The offerings have been increasing 
and the outstation women’s work is being 
encouraged. 


Educational 

A large part of the Charlesville staff has, 
helped out in the school program this year. 
Tina Quiring, supervisor. of the Girls’ School, 
Mable Bontrager, supervisor of the E.A.P., 
and Robert Bontrager, supervisor of the 
Boys’ School, gave full time to supervision 
and the classroom. Gladys Graber, later 
assisted by Ina Rocke, supervised and taught 
Bible in the Primary School. There was an 
average attendance of 545 at the Primary 
School of which 110 were girls. 63 were 
graduated from the 5th grade and_ seven 
from the E.A.P. We now have quite a 
number of E.A.P. graduates in our station 
and regional schools. Since most of us are 
relatively new in Congo school work, it has 
introduced us to problems and opportu- 
nities. 
Medical 

This year we were happy to send three 
of our boys for further training, one to 
Mukedi and two to Luebo. During the year 
a number of visits have been made to Luebo 
and we are thankful for their willingness to: 


help in time of need. We will be thankful 


when the long looked for‘ doctor will ar- 
rive. We are happy for the nurse who ar- 
rived this year to help us. 
A medical helper wag’ sent: along: on some: 
evangelistic outstation trips to minister to 
physical needs, with the result that 
evangelists’ repert “souls ‘saved as‘result of' 


this’ ministry: “ise 


‘The maternity’ work has been increasing, 


mens (Continued on page 35) 
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MUKEDI STATION 


The Lord prospers His Word. This year 
three groups have been baptized at Mukedi 
after coming for a few days of instruction. 
We were encouraged to find some well-in- 
structed by the teacher evangelists in the 
village. With two of our missionary fam- 
ilies, the Bertsches and Rempels, home on 
furlough, we have not been able to spend 
as much time in the district, though some 
distant villages were visited by African 
Christians. Daily Vacation Bible Schools al- 
so brought encouraging results. 


Souls were saved and others restored to 
fellowship at the pre-Easter revival meet- 
ings, of which the assistant pastor and mis- 
sionary in charge of evangelism had charge. 
We are praying for a revival and an in- 
gathering of souls. 


The new permanent church on our station 
has become a reality this year. With the 
ground breaking services taking place at 
the last annual conference and the actual 
work begun on May 20, we rejoice that five 
months later we were able to have the first 
services in it, even though the interior is 
not completed as yet. A few days after 
work was begun, just fifteeen minutes be- 
fore service time, the old temporary church 
collapsed. The natives are very happy for 
the new building and have contributed over 
$350.00 toward it besides gratis labor. We 
heartily thank the C.I.M. constituency for 
their sacrifices in making this church a 
reality. 


The music program has stressed singing 
songs correctly and the Christian 
Endeavor has had good response in 
many being happy to have a part on 
the program. The Women’s work 
has stressed Christian motherhood 
using Biblical examples. We covet 
the virtues of motherhood as de- 
scribed in the last chapter of Prov- 
-erbs. The group is growing, some 
are doing personal work faithfully, 
and recently a singing group has 
been organized with them. From the 
overcrowded girls’ camp fifteen 
brides left this year. Though there 
are defeats, we rejoice in the testi- 
monies to hear of victories also. In 


V. J. Sprunger and E. A. P. Students 


the children’s meetings on Sunday morning, 
there has been an attendance of from 100 
to 180 in each of the three classes. One of 
these is for the Christians’ children, an- 
other for Mukedi (heathen village) chil- 
dren, while a third is for hospital and other 
village children. 


The translation work is moving slowly 
forward with the Pentateuch ready for the 
printers now. 


In the educational program it was our 
privilege and responsibility to care for over 
550 pupils enrolled on the station, supervise 
15 station teachers six days a week, besides 
overseeing the outstations with their teach- 
ers. All pupils have been taught the way 
of salvation and as some go out to become 
teachers, clerks, storekeepers, etc., we trust 
that they are letting their lights shine. Over 
100 girls were in school but many more 
girls are needed to provide a trained wom- 
anhood. Twenty-three graduated from E.A.P. 
teacher training course. Emphasis had been 
placed on first teaching “Jesus” and then to 
fit children for life with the 4 R’s, Religion, 
Reading, ’Riting, and ’Rithmetic. The new 
school buildings which are finished and 
those nearing completion, as well as dormi- 
tories, have already been and will provide 
a blessing in the educational program. 


In the Medical Department we praise the 
Lord for this past year’s experience. We 


were happy to have Dr. Bowman aid es- 
pecially in the surgical department. 
(Continued on page 28) 
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MUTENA STATION 
Evangelistic Educational 


The field of evangelism in the Congo is 
still fruitful and challenging. Opportunities 
are plentiful on every hand. Trips have 
been made into the territory with native 
leaders and E.A.P. students to evangelize 
and establish Christians. A series of pre- 
Easter services were held and the crippled 
evangelist, Shidi Lazalo, on another  oc- 
casion spent several weeks conducting evan- 
gelistic services. The Men’s, Women’s and 
Girls’ Choirs have rendered valuable service 
in the station services. 

The women’s work has been blessed. Sev- 
eral have ably taught in the Sunday School 
while others have been successful in village 
work. At the yearly Prayer Day service 
the offering was sent to an orphanage in 
Palestine. They were pleased to do this for 
children of Jesus’ tribe. In an emergency 
case of need, they mutually aided another 
of the group with gifts of food. The Girls’ 
Compound is of vital importance. Here are 
trained the future wives of our Christian 
men, and our Christian homes originate from 
this compound. A sun-dried brick house 
has been built in the compound for a Chris- 
tian family to occupy and help in the work. 
Will you pray for the girls and women of 
Congo? 

We praise the Lord for the many children 
attending our services in nearby villages, 
trusting they will hide God’s Word in their 
little hearts, leading them to accept Christ 
as their own personal Saviour. Outstation 
teachers have shown real interest in ob- 
ject lessons and Sunday School picture rolls 
to use for bringing the Way of salvation to 
them. 

Attendance varies from 130 to 170 in our 
Sunday School, and it is a joy to see them 
come to Christ. From this group a choir 
has been organized. The adult Sunday 
School has gone forward with teachers 
faithfully attending the weekly teacher’s 
training class. 


Opportunity for self-expression and _ to 
hear the Gospel was offered by the Young 
People’s work in which the youth, and 
teachers and students participated. Several 
musical programs were given. We trust* 
this will be a means of leading young peo- 
ple to be a real witness for our Lord. 


435 students were enrolled in our first and 
second degree school on the station with an 
average daily attendance of 389. 50 boys 
were graduated from the 5th grade and 12 
African teachers were engaged to teach. 
Classes are still housed in temporary grass 
houses, of which two were destroyed by fire, 
but rebuilt by the students themselves. In 
the outstations efforts are being made to 
raise the standards, and a continual cry 
comes from more villages for teachers. Pray 
the Lord of the harvest for more African 
laborers who are really in earnest and con- 
cerned about their brethren. The lure of 
money in other positions is a strong tempta- 
tion to the teachers engaged in proclaiming 
the Word of God. 

In the E.A.P. teacher training school a 
number of adjustments had to be made due 
to the coming and going of missionaries. We 
deeply appreciate the help given by native 
teachers. Pray much for our E.A.P. stu- 
dents. They present a real challenge and 
will have unlimited opportunities in doing 
the Lord’s work while teaching their own 
people the Word of God and the essentials 
of Christian living. 

Industrial 

This year we have built a permanent dam 
in the “Jordan,” as the Africans call it, for 
the purpose of seasoning lumber and for 
baptismal services. A 16 ft. Square cistern 
8 ft. deep, holding over 15,000 gallons of 
water, was constructed. This supplies the 
entire station during the rainy season and 
one month into the dry season. In May the 
Elmer Dick house was begun, of which 
the shell is finished, the walls plastered, and 
half the cement floors run. The Schmucker 
memorial, which is to be Neufeld’s dwelling, 
is nearing completion, to be occupied by the 
end of 1952. During the dry season 177,856 
bricks were made and burnt. A few were 
used in the dwelling house, while the re- 
mainder are to be used in our new church 
to be built in 1953. 

Medical 


We praise the Lord for grace and His 
help in answering prayers for healing and 
saving souls. We wish that better follow- 
up work could have been done for these 

(Continued on page 35) 
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NYANGA STATION 


Since our last report we rejoice to have 
been able to welcome two new missionary 
couples, Arthur Janz’s and Peter Buller’s. 
With the John Jantzen family in South 
Africa on sick leave and Miss Anna Quiring 
on furlough our staff has been reduced, but 
brother George Neufeld came to help out 
with the Selectionne school for two months, 
for which we are grateful. 

Evangelistic Department 

In the evangelistic work it has pees our 
joy to make frequent weekend trips into 
the villages. With a group of personal work- 
ers to aid, it was a means of seeing many 
make decisions for Christ. Frequently, after 
covering a number of villages in an area, 
we would close with a regional meeting at 
a center, where the Lord’s Supper was 
given. This has proven a blessing to the 
- village Christians. 

Our prayers for revival were answered By 
the coming of Shidi Lasalo for special meet- 
ings. The Spirit of God worked mightily 
and many Christians made matters right 
with the Lord. Besides the station meetings, 
meetings were held in four regional centers, 
which served to strengthen the church in 
the out-lying areas. 

Christian Endeavor, with the aid of the 
head teacher, has been carried on with real 
interest. As many as possible were given 
opportunity to express themselves in sing- 
ing or speaking with resultant blessing. 

The Children’s work has been a time of 
seed sowing with flannelgraph and object 
lessons to lead the way to salvation. Sun- 
day school on Sunday morning for local 
children as well as for those from near-by 
villages. A Sunday afternoon service has 
averaged 50 children. Pray that these chil- 
dren may become His children. 

We have felt the loss of Kina Mata’s pass- 
ing keenly, especially in her faithful wit- 
nessing at the O. B. and waiting ward, 
where she daily testified and won many to 
her Lord. Weekly women’s meetings are 
held, and seasonal offerings of peanuts, mil- 
let, and caterpillars are taken, with a special 
25 franc (50 cents) Christmas offering. 
Women’s work offers a_ great challenge, 
spiritually, in home life and child care. 
Educational Department 


“Teach me Thy way, O Lord.” School is 


learned to live together. 


the means of bringing the young people 
to know the Lord. Bible memory work, 
Bible History, with a special Bible course 
in the 3rd to 5th grades, plus using the Bible 
for reading classes afford ample opportunity 
to teach the Word of God. At school closing 
we had 400 pupils with 13 teachers. 54 
boys and 1 girl graduated from 5th grade. 
Work periods consisted of caring for a large 
millet field which produced bountifully, re- 
pairing fences, building a chicken house, 
carrying dirt, making sun-dried bricks, 
and craft work like baskets, beds, mats, and 
flour sieves, and hoeing palm groves and in 
the cemetery. 

In the C.I.M. Selectionné school, students 
from 5 tribes, 3 missions and 9 stations 
In parting they 
prayed for “a good heart.” This year they 
were required to do their own pounding of 
food, as well as the cooking, which at first 
caused resentment, but later became a pride 
and afforded better food than if rations in 
money were given. 

The average number of girls in the Girls’ 
camp was 65, of whom 18 were baptized and 
taken into church fellowship, and seven 
married. Our aim is that each girl comes 
to know Christ, learns to read the Bible and 
be baptized before leaving the camp. The 
hour calls for women of strong character 
and clear, high purpose. Life is not easy 
for African girls and they must early face 
the moral issue. With God’s help our aims 
can be realized. 

Medical Department 

The Baby Clinic has been encouraging, 
with 455 babies enrolled, for periodic check- 
ups. The obstetrical work continues but 
more room is needed to meet the demand. 
We praise the Lord for opportunities of giv- 
ing out the Word in this department. Some 
have accepted Christ while with us. 

There are now 14 children in our or- 
phanage, one soon to start her own home 
and the smallest learning to walk. They 
are a busy family, crying, playing, cooking 
or cleaning. 

Industrial Department 

The primary work of the year has been 
building a missionary dwelling for the John 
Jantzen family. Repairs have been made, 

(Continued on page 35) 
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TSHIKAPA STATION 
Evangelistic from the station, 


Outstations: A crippled evangelist, on 
fire for the Lord, named Tshidi Lazalo (Laz- 
arus) spent three months in and around 
Tshikapa holding services in the larger 
villages and mining camps. At the close of 
each week the missionaries met with those 
who had returned to. the Lord and with 
those saved and for a communion service. 
Real showers of blessing passed through our 
territory. 


An every member canvass was made and 
membership cards brought up to date. Mem- 
bership stands at 2,125, of whom 414 were 
baptized this year. 162 children were dedi- 
cated. 


Bible School: Much thought, discussion, 
and prayer has been given to the opening 
of the Central Bible Training School, which 
we expect to open in January. Three five- 
room dormitories are completed and _ beds 
and study tables in the process of comple- 
tion. We are grateful for the Harder fam- 
ily who have come to direct the school. 


Children’s Work: Little children are 
everywhere in Congo and a home of happy, 
healthy children is the joy of an African 
father. To us they are a challenge and 
weekly services were held and the Gospel 
presented with the use of flannelgraph and 
object lessons. Two natives assisted in this 
work. 


Women’s Work: The women’s work saw 
increased attendance each Thursday after- 
noon. Though it is not a small task for a 
Congo woman to leave her pounding and 
evening work, yet they have been faithful 
in attendance. It has been a privilege to 
see some older women accept Christ and 
grow in grace this year, eight of whom were 
baptized in October. 

Industrial 

Work is progressing on the 8-room school 
building begun in March with one-half of 
the building ready for the roof. The school 
has 9,988 sq. ft. floor space including the 
veranda (284 x 32’8”). 

Three five-room dormitories were built 
for the Central Bible Training School, two 
guest cottages were connected and living 
quarters made for the Harder family, one 
brick church with grass roof built 30 miles 


and over 300,000 bricks 
made during the past year. Two carpenters, 
one mason, and a sentry of the workmen 
were baptized this year. 
Educational 

The first 5th grade class was graduated in 
October, 28 receiving their certificates. Of 
this group about ten are planning to enter 
teacher training. The regional school work 
was encouraging with a good increase in 
attendance. In one particular school nearly 
the entire group of 25 second graders found 
the Lord and were baptized, which is typi- 
cal of station and outstation schools Point- 


ing these children to Christ is our privilege — 


and wonderful challenge. 
Medical 

“They that are whole need not a physician, 
but they that are sick. I am come not to 
call the righteous but sinners to repent- 
ance.” 

Many sick have received treatment and 
heard the message of salvation through the 
chapel services at the dispensary. 

Prayer was anwered in the obtaining of 
a new microscope, the dispensary was com- 
pleted and a water system, supply cupboards 
and tables installed. The native staff has 
been increased from 3 to 5 helpers. Daily 
attendance averaged 100 to 120. 

We feel the Lord has undertaken in many 
hard cases and prayer has been answered 
in many instances. We trust to see many 
more saved through this ministry. 

We are grateful 
Medical was accepted for State Subsidy be- 
ginning in January ’53 and an allotment of 
medicine was given for 1952. — 


MUKEDI STATION 
(Continued from page 25) 

new maternity building is finished consisting 
of a 15-bed hospital, with rooms for labor, 
delivery, sterilizing, isolation, and indoor 
toilets and showers. Improvements have 
been made on other buildings and the de- 
mand for facilities far outdistances the pro- 
vision for available room. Three of our 
nurses will be taking state examinations for 
Nurse’s Aides soon. The hospital evangelist 
has been persevering in personal work and 
we are thankful for all who show an inter- 
est in the things of the Spirit. 


to God that Tshikapa . 
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Minutes of Annual Missionary Conference 
» CHARLESVILLE—DEC. 9-13, 1952 


Dec. 9, 1952—8 P.M. 

The first session was one hour late in opening due to trees having fallen across the 
road thus delaying the missionaries from three of the stations. After singing the theme 
song, “The Church’s One Foundation,” and another hymn, the Scripture was read from 
Matt. 16:13-20, and prayer offered by the Chairman of the Conference, Rev. F. Enns. 

A welcome to Charlesville by Harold Graber. Testimonies were given by our new 
and returning missionaries and also by our visitor, Rev. V. Buck, a veteran of the Unevan- 
gelized Tribes Mission. Those who arrived during the year are Rev..and Mrs. Glenn Rocke, 
Rev. and Mrs. George Neufeld, Miss Lois Slagle, Miss Selma Unruh, Rev. and Mrs. Weldo 
Harder, Rev. and Mrs. Samuel Ediger, Rev. and Mrs. Elmer Dick, Miss Lena Friesen, Miss 
Agnes Lutke, and Rev. and Mrs. Peter Buller. 

Special music was furnished by Rev. and Mrs. Arthur Janz. The inspirational message 
was given by Rev. F. J. Enns on, “The man who wholly followed Ged.” Deut. 1:36. 

Dec. 10, 1952—8:30 A.M. 

After the singing of hymns and the offering of a prayer, Miss Lois Slagle gave us a 
message on, “Christ and the Church,” Eph. 3:10. Special music was furnished by Mutena 
Station. Letters of greetings to the Conference were read. A session of prayer followed. 

Following a five minute intermission the remaining time was spent discussing the 
“Organization of the Church of Christ in Congo.” 

Dec. 10, 1952—2 P.M. 

The devotional message was given by Mrs. Sprunger basing her thoughts on Psalm 25. 

The Minutes of the 1951 Annual Conference were read and approved. 

The Minutes and correspondence of the Field Committee were read and approved. 

The following motions were then passed: 

Motion 1. That the new missionaries be granted the privilege to vote. 
2. That the question of the education of missionaries’ children be turned over 
to the committee appointed to bring definite recommendations to this Conference. 
The following were elected by ballot: 
Congo Missionary Messenger 
Rev. Weldo Harder 
Miss Lois Slagle 
Rev. Levi Keidel 

Annual Letter and Statistical Committee 
Miss Fanny Schmallenberger 
Miss Selma Unruh 
Mrs. Leona Entz 

Program Committee for the African Conference 
Rev. E. J. Dick 
Miss Erma Birky 

Editor of the “Echoes of the Devotional Hour” 
Miss Erma Birky 

Dec. 10, 1952—7 P.M. s 

Following hymns and prayer, Rev. Geo. Neufeld gave us a report of the All-Mennonite 
Conference held at Basel, Switzerland in August, 1952. Special music by Mukedi Station. 

The following officers were elected by ballot: 
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REVS SEDs ee eee ns ty tee te SA ey ARR Agriculture Comm. 
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Bev. Fo EStOl ss. mame nea netees cI Na RAC RAR. SR Sa Le Se NN i eT aa Auditing Comm. 


Dec. 11, 1952—8:30 A.M. 

Following singing and prayer, Rev. Waldo Harder gave us a message on “The Holy 

Spirit and the Church.” 
: Special music—Trio from Banga. 

Discussion on the “African Church and its Leaders.” 
Dec. 11, 1952—2:00 P.M. 

Songs and Prayer. Devotional period by Mrs. R. F. Schnell on Eph. 3. 

Reports were read from three stations. Motions made and passed: 

Motion 3. That the Chairman of the Agriculture Committee be responsible for finding 
information and then medicines to protect chickens from the sickness that so often com- 
pletely destroy the flock. 

4. That the Conference Chairman appoint one individual at each station to be 
responsible for taking pictures and sending same to the Home Board. 

Adjournment for Committee meetings. 

Dec. 11, 1952—7 P.M. 

Hymns and Prayer. Special music from Charlesville Station (Ladies’ Trio) 

Prayer service led by Rev. G. Rocke—I Cor. 13. 

Reports were read of three other stations. 

Adjournment for Committee meetings. 

Dec. 12, 1952—8:30 A.M. 

Hymns and Prayer. Special music by Rev. and Mrs. A. Wiebe. 

Inspirational Message—Rev. A. D. Graber—“The Church and Christian Growth.” 

Discussion—“The discipline and tithing in the African Church.” 

Dec. 12, 1952—2:00 P.M. 

Hymns and Prayer. Devotional Period—Rev. V. Buck—Psalm 23: 4. 

The following motions were made and passed: 

Motion 5. That Lilly Sprunger write letters in acknowledgment of the greetings re- 
ceived by the Conference. 

6. That our two Congo Protestant Council Councillors represent the Congo 
Inland Mission at the Council’s annual meeting in February, 1 
Adjournment for Committee meetings. 
Dec. 12, 1952—7 P.M. 

Hymns and Prayer. Special music by a male quartet composed of A. Janz, G. Neu- 
feld, A. Wiebe and W. Harder. 

Inspirational Message—Rev. S. Ediger—Heb. 5:5-10. Motions made end passed: 

Motion 7. That the Secretary write a letter of sympathy to the family of the late Com- 
missaire de District of Luebo. 

8. That we accept the report of the Children’s Work Committee. 

9. That a committee be appointed to revise our Religious Education Program 
in our entire school program. 

10. That Rev. Waldo Harder be the chairman of the Committee appointed to 
revise the entire Religious Education Program and co-ordinate all the Bible Teaching 
from the First Degree of the Ecole Primaire, Ecole d’Apprentissage Pedagogique, Ecole 
Preparatoire, Ecole Evangelistique, Ecole de Moniteur and the Central Bible Training 
School. 

11. That one representative from each station, chosen by the station, be on the 
committee for revising the Religious Education Program. 

Adjournment. 

Dec. 13 1952—8:30 A.M. 

Hymns and Prayer. Inspirational Message—‘The:. Church and Christian Stewardship,” 
by Rev. L. Keidel. 

After the Annual picture taking with about twenty cameras clicking, the missionaries’ 
children gave us a very fine Christmas Program under the direction of Mrs. Elmer Dick. 
Dec. 13, 1952—2:00 P.M. 

Hymns and Prayer. Devotional Period by Rev. V. J. Sprunger. 

The members of the committee to revise the Religious Education Program in all our 
schools are as follows: 


Revi Waldo) Harder ccc vernon Chairman 
Rev? FROCK Oi. ae 6 hd eee i 2 ee de ge Charlesville Station 
REV, Wiebe ee Svan silacpp epi hag D uN omy pe nen ame RATE nS Tshikapa Station 


Rev? Ne@ ube let ee se ec a EE TE a Mutena Station 
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Rev. hejg het) a ee DEE EE he ES I ii ans niveviiin saree Mukedi Station 
ESSAY fos sanders. anootesesen.- cnn -ntoieh pe aAgus saben eto shes PT ules Nyanga Station 
Mrs. Schnell .21.,....::. orth te the, -pth-cad, fae Ad eR EE Se, fh pee Banga Station 


Home Board are: 
Rev. Bontrager 


The members of the Promoters Committee PospOnsibiE for peaaing pictures to the 


(eee Ss CURL PN iy Soe ee Me Ze. Saad, AM Charlesville Station 





oS OC a en, cna renee ec Mee OE Te ee, ee Nyanga Station 
PLES om 983 LN BEC IEE teas le ommenaame eli texts De Nain Dc ant eee ee ‘Banga Station 
ASL Aa] thy FLAT Sine eet ge re meme Ban ye EM EN TT ee Mukedi Station 
50ST 0 Rt anit REELS TD fn NE PE ES oF RIC on Mutena Station 
ira Diet n icy hee a et eens tee pe oS Sentral IRS, ag Leurotbansy Tshikapa Station 


Motion 12. That we accept the recommendation of the Committee appointed to pre- 
sent recommendations to the Conference concerning the education of missionaries’ chil- 
dren. 

13. That the report of the Medical and Furlough Committee be accepted. 

14. That the report of the Industrial Committee be accepted. 

15. That the report of the Educational Committee be accepted, . 

16. That the report of the Evangelistic Committee be accepted. 

Dec. 14, 1952—2 P.M. 

After a rainy forenoon we had an interesting anniversary program which included 
special greetings from former missionaries, either on tape or in letters, special music and 
speaking. Six missionaries from the Presbyterian Mission at Luebo were with us for this 
service. 

At 4:30 P.M. the African service was held with Rev. Dick giving the message. 

Dec. 14, 1952—7:30 P.M. 

This service was a most inspiring time when we ‘were drawn together by testimonies 
and by partaking of the Communion, in charge of Rey. S. Entz. 
Dec. 15, 1952—9 A.M. 

The forenoon was devoted to a celebration of the 40th Anniversary of the founding of 
the Mission when scenes of early mission work were acted out. A number of the Africans 
with the Mission for more than thirty-five years took part in the performance. 

Dec. 15, 1952—2 P.M. 

Hymns and Prayer. The following motions were then made and passed: 

Motion 17. That each department head reread the regulations that refer to his or her 
department in previous Field Committee and Conference minutes and bring a suggested 
revision to the next Annual Conference. 

18. That the program (suggested) worked out by the special appointed com- 
mittee for the new Ecole Evangelistique be accepted. 

19. That Miss Lena Friesen be the typist for the 1953 Annual Conference. 

20. That the recommendations of the Finance Committee be accepted. 

21. That the Charlesville Station write to the former missionaries who have 
sent letters and tape recordings for the 40th Anniversary, conveying to them our thanks 
and greetings. 

22. That the next Annual Conference be held at Mutena Station from December 
8-14, 1953, inclusive. 

23. That a rising vote of thanks be given Rev. Buck and Kamayala Station for 
the fresh vegetables. 

24. That we accept the Annual Letter as read. 

Adjournment—Prayer by the Chairman. 


EVANGELISTIC COMMITTEE 
We, the Evangelistic Committee recommend the following: 

1. That instead of the Central Bible School starting in January at Tshikapa, we have 
Ecole Evangelistique in sections, one or two in the Baluba area and one in the Bapende 
area beginning in 1953 or as soon as possible, these schools to have a two year course. 

2. That a committee make investigations in January before starting Central Bible 
School at Tshikapa. Definite decisions await their findings. 

The committee of investigations is as follows: 

Rev. Harder Rev. Enns Rev. Dick Rev. A. D. Graber 
Rev. Harold Graber or Glenn Rocke 
3. The committee to make a tentative curriculum for the Bible School be as follows: 
Rev. Rocke Rev. Dick Rev. Harder 

4. That each station with their leaders arrange a church calendar for regularly visit- 

ing church regions for meetings. 
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CHILDREN’S WORK 
We, the Children’s Work Committee recommend: 
1. That we make an effort to have D.V.B.S. in as many villages as possible, with the 
help of the teacher-evaneglists. 
2. That each station submit an article with pictures of children’s work in one issue of 
the Congo Messenger each year. 


INDUSTRIAL COMMITTEE 
We, the Industrial Committee recommend: 
1. That the plans for the Mutena Church be accepted as given, 
2. That the plans for the six room primary school at Mutena be accepted as given. 
3. That the Ecole Regionale be accepted with proposed changes. 
MEDICAL AND FURLOUGH COMMITTEE 
We, the Medical and Furlough Committee recommend the following furloughs: 


Aganetha: Friesen! :.-:...3.. eee ee ee ee ee es ee eee 1953 
SAMUCIPEMNUZS ooo ccc 000 lacns- Coreen om aes tee eR ee re a 1954 
Kornelia Umrau eon cee ee cee. gee Seen ee te ee 1954 
SCH Warez AL y See ecco corse daeee eee coco eae a a oe ee eee ach ca a ee 1954 


FINANCE COMMITTEE 
We, the Finance Committee recommend the following: 

1. That the budgets set up for 1954 for the Stations, Lake Madimape, C.I.M. Press 
and Office be accepted. 

2. That the budget for the Legal Representative’s office be taken from the subsidy ac- 
count on a basis of one-third from Medical and two-thirds from Educational. 

3. That we re-adjust the Medical Allowances for 1953 dividing the additional $2,000 
that we should receive in subsidies on the following basis. The two stations receiving the 
subsidies, namely, Mutena and Tshikapa, receive about $500 each of same and the other 
three stations, namely, Nyanga, Banga and Charlesville receive about $333 each, extra. 

4. That the medical budgets for 1954 be presented at a later date. 

5. That we accept the special askings as follows: 

Nyanga Station Askings (special) 


4 car garage $1,700 
Roofs for three. school bulldings. 3.22.) 3... =). oe eee 1,500 
1, BricktPress’:- 20... 0b400).. e aie e  eee  oees  eest, 400 
Mutena Station 
Additional for church at 6,000 
DUDFICK PreSSCS <5 asc. cee ee ee ere ogi BDO 
6%rgom primary ‘school. isc. > ee ee eee eee ee ae 5,000 
2000 ft. of 144. inchipipe,....c... eee a ee ee ee 1,200 
Charlesville Station 
Additional dor*+Dupless Housetiy = ae te ee ee ee 1,000 
Cistern ..... PEST OS ed. he EPS Ae, ee ae ee eee eran 500 
Tshikapa Station 
Dwelling7and-eistern ).4. ae oe ee eons total Eee 4,300 
Chevrolet, Carry sAMl (2a0.2,. back - ig serie atk 2 ee Peete re ee f38 2,650 
Banga Station 
Dew elling cand « Cistertin st. pa Bish cee ete kB lo ak tg la a 4,300 
FeCAl PAVALC sad: src sseb oh ae 2 is, ee ee eer eae ss thee ees toa EAS AL 
6. That we accept the appraisal value of the buildings at Cherlesville. 
Year of Percent Value in 
evaluation Amount of value 1952 
Chapel .2...254.._ 62a cnt eee 1951 375.000 90% 387.500 
School—-(8 small units, 1 large bldg) -.:........... 1944 770.000 60% 462.000 
Libreria tes th bo besitos Be eee ee 1944 15.000 60% 9.000 
Office and printingssbuilding) S22 92s. eon . 125.000 95% 118.750 
Dormitories .(Girls;;HOuUSeS) 4.226 te 1951 .6000 90% 3.400 
Dispensary. and Wauipment..... ee ee 1951 8.000 90% 7.200 
GATASS pa, fee ee, a ae as ee 1951 - 30.000 90% 27.000 
Industrials Building +... a. oe eee 1951 500.000 90% 450.000 
Maternity. and Dependent Buildings ................ 1951 375.000 90% 337.500 
Guest House and Equipment ..............0...0-.......... 1951 100.000 90% 90.000 
Vodete Homeé iat et o.k ee eee 1946 175.000 10% 122.500 
HL UGriber: OMe eels ere oe 1951 | 100.000 80% 90.000 
Bontrager Home ........ SA ROL, 5 oo eee ... 1951 75.000.- ~. 90% 67.500 
Rocke tHome=? 2. {Soe Se ea ee ee ees 1951 125.000 © — 125.000 


(repairs 1952—10.000) 
AP andekiquipmentec: 2...) 1950 530.000 95% 503.500 


NN el II ay 
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C.I.M. Press, 2 presses, cutting machine, 


SVC BEOC ees cthos stesticessctuscetnn caste eemted: 1951 200.000 90% 180.000 

SURG LTO Bee eon Un Auacts var snc bared eA) 1951 10.000 90% 9.000 
Es CSU | a ae te ee ae 1951 5.000 90% 4.500 
Ford: Pare tyre -se Lee 1 1 eae ied mee PRY LG | 50.000 80% 40.000 
eT a, | | i ne ee eh a cre |; | 125.000 80% 100.000 
Ford«tractoreand, Equipment... 3.) 2 1952 125.000 90% 112.500 
3.196.850 


7. That the personnel of Lake Madimape receive a raise in monthly salary of 50 
francs per month, at this time, for a period of six months with a promise of another raise 
of 25 francs per month at that time if their work is satisfactory. 

Charlesville Station Askings for 1954: 

Educational 28% 


feencnere'. salaries b-rcurine) cee. BOLI, DOR 2 $ 550.00 
ROO LE SUD DGS as. hemi Ker ite ee ee, ee 218.00 
Be AO ECU IS ATI GIN OV AL aed ou acs hccek ac Sben-s nein 130.00 
PH eLaMON LE ACHCLS 9 f.15, kr ie eek... ck oe ee ee en My 110.00 
Evangelistic 22% 
PUDELOLY ANG SAIATICS cok dectaces) Poste nn obsess cs 5 792.00 
Station Expense 18144% 
YOUN OLED SOU Ci eee ire en eo acts cnn a thee meen A 666.00 
Industrial 
Buidingunevairsetools eter ieee. st Oe ee IO 1,134.00 
ba Ob ee een TN SS paetbiee 1 hit oe an ay 5 os tented Saha eons Ste «Re ES hss $3,600.00 
Nyanga Station Askings: 
Educational 
gS ier Es i (Ly he I ae a Eee AREA MR em OE eso! $ 436.00 
CP LOLA g ere oh: 2 ON BRR: eee il oe .... 330.00 
Po rlORS “Salt anclacOa py Main il 1 je es. Tieton ie sen <ippenbeats tenses An 100.00 
BP UO OES ones my ee ce craen 2 ke to eck ge oe eB 136.00 
PT MEULSTAULONS "ees ois ee fOr is sia eM ea) aden ay NG, Fee, 2 AT 258.00 
$1,260.00 
Evangelistic 
PAO Y ALIN Sian SAlAriCGs 22s. en ears es ANS 792.00 
Industrial 
Tools, repairs on buildings, furniture, salaries .........0.000000.22000... 1,008.00 
Station Expense 
AVOOUM Water “taxes messengers i) ae ie, Vio ee Sere 540.00 
WL ORATEAS ita e epee S hohe Spend hee tee he negeen cS, | VERE Oe $3,600.00: 
Mutena Station Askings: 
Agricutural 
PEAT TOG Pee rr eee toires ton atiieeh sat soandes EARS a EC $100.00 
Educational 
45 Outstation schogisereres fe >... 7s peer 4 ee bere. Ne. Se entinn 1,000.00 
(Girls’ clothing, rations and school supplies) 
Evan celisticn 22 sci tec seit. temsy- Aerie ey Ste ape ee Ne 800.00 
(Itinerating and salaries) 
Industrial 
PROD Aire een tei k eee kes Le A hy SG eS eS 1,400.00 
SMe nia 10) ddibo,8 615) A page ch LN ek Ree, Se Ree eS © Vemma ree Ne 300.00 
Wer tsd SCA abet eee ee eT, tee Ree ee ee ee ae eae ye anC mene eeerne ae $3,600.00: 
Banga Station Askings: 
Evangelistic 
RRO oe tL OU ee de eae eee sea ce ea $ 700.00 
Educational 
67 Outstation supplies at $2.00 
RY ie 9 ey phere) b her ease RR of (61 eens ea Ne a none pee see ae 900.00 
Station 
TAXES, MOOI AbeTH CCID IMC Mb ee rege hes hip 00200} ees 5S as 1,000.00 
Industrial 
Picks otaole: foriviture; cette i. iis Mo Pacem pinta ice peer bnertoue 1,000.00 
Rotel Asin geyrtssiasc-.-smiad.tAlereri> Ne Re eee ree ee Ee $3,600.00 


Tshikapa Station Askings: 
Evangelistic 15% 
PERIMED Aiy ATIC EOTIOUON, a cnn scence emt endo ee once er $ 540.00 
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Educational 30% 
Salaries :2:.<:.:Oe@On2 . <.. Ric BBO ee a ee 512.00 





Itinerary to regional schools, Lsupplies 2 eee, eee See ee 100.00 
42 Outstations nog @...........0-e- Bo A nN RGA ie SMM Neat aE Wy 468.00 
1,080.00 
Industrial 30% 
Repairs, furniture, temporary building .....0.002....0.00000000.0ceccccceeee 560.00 
EAOPO WAL Gy oon sccie Me ocenes te et tae eM, Bell tae sie Sih a oe ee ee 170.00 
Lumber.and: taxes/on samen. (04a ei eal 2b. eee 350.00 
1,080.00 
Station 25% 
General workmen 33 cnectoete ee eines ky 150.00 
Water, wood and sentries i) 0.2 incl tc pe 450.00 
2 nylles-road work qe sc hic a Be ee eee 300.00 
900.00 
Total AskKings Wyo... ee etieilouany: $3,600.00 


Mukedi Station Askings: 
Agriculture 3% 


PAG CES CTC, fi ccoci n-sanascboseens sods ctu cee reese teie <a Sean oe a $ 108.00 
Educational 30% 
Gimlsiepwork oes. es Seen oo. eye aia $278.00 
Teachers’: Pay... ess’. cee ee ee ee 686.00 
§8iOutstation: Teachers G.c255. a ee ee 116.00 1,080.00 
Evangelistic 15% 
Ltieratin Oi eA A Se ee ee eee ee 486.00 
12k A oe ERE A SMa ee arte En wee EA come nypetr AMO a 72.00 540.00 
Industrial 37% 
Wools; pay and station upkeep... 2h... cea ee 1,332.00 
Station Expense 15% 
Water: wood, transmitter tax os eee eee 540.00 
Otel, ASKIngS «(05 ( caves. tee tec tenia ae aT eee Oe ks RS $3,600.00 
Lake Madimape Askings: 
Property maintenance and replacements ......................- eters = pe eek ....$ 120.00 
Mission Office Askings: 
Stamps and Stationery and transfer charges .........0..2.:.0.:.01:cecen ees 120.00 
mraveling -EXpenses, 02h Ut Aacesdat ee ee eare re nee 180.00 
C.I.M. Press Askings: 
subsidizing tracts; and” literaturey. 222. yee ee 50.00 
Newhectiipmentiand, supplies), 2:5 eee eee 250.00 
Doabor, and Overhead ci foj.-ics-gseala ster aoc senstgua gr iearged Raatas neta caren emena etre cei 400.00 


EDUCATIONAL COMMITTEE 
We, the Educational Committee recommend: 
1. That the opening dates for the 1953 school year be fixed as follows: 
Jan. 12—Charlesville, Mutena, Banga and Tshikapa 
Jan. 5—Nyanga and Mukedi 
2. That the dates for the examinations—examens de sortie—for 1953 for ell the sta- 
tions be fixed at October 19-24. 
3. That the question of a 5 or 6 day week be optional. 
4, That we inform Leco of our desire to procure the new arithmetic series in Tshiluba 
in the following quantities: 


O10 eae cht aol So a eae 10,000 
EDO Cine ccciea, Dia at ade ee eo 5,000 
16100. Ak die..-noe.clugied dec sseknls ai ae Cena alee 3,000 


COMMITTEE OF EDUCATION FOR MISSIONARIES’ CHILDREN 


We, the committee of Education for Missionaries’ children recommend: 
1. That the C.I.M. accept the A.M.B.M. proposal of a 50-50 basis for participation in 
their school for missionaries’ children at Kajiji including both grades and high schools. 
2. That an educational couple, the wife being a registered nurse, be contacted as soon 
as possible for this school. 
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PROPOSED COURSE FOR BIBLE SCHOOL 


Ist Year 
ee ety LUGSIS See he Rk 4 hours 
Pe OC LISIIA Set se ote occas cel beebea gs 4 hours 

Personal Work 

Practical Work 

Visual Education 

Homiletics 
TELE aT TGS ak Saget lt a Oar mesa poet gn 4 hours 
ieee PACINIINESt ALON. stu... fee 2 hours 
AES tae. Se SIE SA ne ea det ty ae 3 hours 
Ist Semester—John ...............0..02000..... 3 hours 
2nd Semester—Genesis & 

POX 124 eee es 3 hours 


French and Arithmetic 
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2nd Year . 
INGE OV LCUCSIS Are nen esa ce een 4 hours 
ELVaneelisni: eee ee i 4 hours 

Personal Work 

Practical Work 

Visual Education 

Homiletics 
Doctrine 220.) Sees ae ee: 4 hours 
@hurchE History ee ees 2 hours 
WVEUSI Co ee 2 ee ok eee ee 3 hours 
Ist Semester—Romans __............. 3 hours 
2nd Semester—Ephesians 

and Hebrews ........................ 3 hours 


We suggest 15 minutes of devotions and 15 minutes of recess every day. 


45 minutes is considered one class hour. 


iil 
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BANGA STATION 
(Continued from page 23) 

front section to serve as temporary dining 
quarters for the Edigers upon their arrival. 
It is a 36 x 60 ft. building of white stone. 
At present walls are completed and rafters 
are being raised. At Banga with Bashilele 
workmen it takes more to build than money! 
It is a matter of anxiety, disappointment, 
strenuous exhortation and prodding, prayer, 
and abundance of the grace of God and, in 
my case, a note book.—L. Keidel. 
C. I. M. Press 

In cooperation with the Charlesville mis- 
sionaries, charts, booklets, record cards, 
tracts, and other materials have been printed 
this year. We are thankful that personnel 
for the press will be supplied enabling 
operation at full capacity for the coming 
year. 


CHARLESVILLE STATION 

(Continued from page 24) 
as well as pre-natal clinic, and the baby 
clinic is bringing results in cleanliness and 
medical help for the babies. We are thank- 
ful for the assistance in sending layettes, 
children’s clothes, bandages, and the pro- 
vision of milk for the orphans. May the 
Lord bless and reward you as you serve 


~Him in this way. 





If you are a disciple of Christ it is up to 
you to illumine the earth. 





A minute is very small but can be most 
important. 





PPP IF PEF POP 


MUTENA STATION 

(Continued from page 26) 
new babes in Christ. As our patients come 
for physical healing and our mothers come 
for confinement and the orphans come to 
get their milk, we do pray earnestly that 
the Word about Christ may not be rejected 
but that they might believe unto life eternal. 
Pray for them. 


NYANGA STATION 
(Continued from page 27) 
three girls’ dormitories, kitchen, and school 
building were re-roofed with aluminum 
roofing, and a motor house was built. The 
old Amie house was replastered with ce- 
ment in preparation for the Bullers’ arrival. 





Nature gave us ears and eyes in pairs but 
only one tongue. (You complete the thought.) 
Shall we take stock of our real riches? 





No man’s journey is hindered by a few 
moments of prayer before setting out. 

Few are so good and none so bad as gos- 
sip paints them. 





There are ten people who want to appear 
devout to one who honestly wants to be 
humble. 

Great wealth is health. Watch your physi~ 
cal machine. There are no new parts. 





The richer the garden, the more weeds 
must be pulled. 
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THE CONGO INLAND MISSION 
A Co-operative Mission in the Belgian Congo 


OFFICERS OF THE BOARD 
PRESIDENT—Mr. A. Neuenschwander - - - - - Grabill, Indiana 
VICE-PRESIDENT—A. H. Schertz - - - - - - Metamora, Illinois 
RECORDING SECRETARY—Rev. R. L. Hartzler - ~ Bloomington, Illinois 
SECRETARY-TREASURER—Mr. H. A. Driver, 4610 S. Woodlawn Ave., Chicago 15, Il. 
OFFICE SECRETARY—Miss Eldora Rempel 


Conference Affiliation Term Expiration 


Board Members 


Rev. Reuben Short, Evangelical Mennonite Conference’ - - - - 1952 
Mr. A. Neuenschwander, Evangelical Mennonite Conference - - - 1953 
Rev. M. A. Rediger, Evangelical Mennonite Conference - - - . - - 1954 
Mr. H. A. Driver, Evangelical Mennonite Conference - - - - - 1953 
Rev. H. E. Bertsche, Evangelical Mennonite Conference’ - - - - 1952 
Rev. E. Rocke, Evangelical Mennonite Conference - - - - - - 1954 
Rev. L. E. Troyer, Central Conference of Mennonites - - - - 1954 
Mr. Stanley Miller, Central Conference of Mennonites - - - - 1952 
Rev. R. L. Hartzler, Central Conference of Mennonites - - - - 1952 
Mr. A. H. Schertz, Central Conference of Mennonites - - - - 1953 
Rev. Allen Yoder, Central Conference of Mennonites - - - - 1954 
Rev. Ben Esch, Central Conference of Mennonites - - - - 1953 
Rev. H. H. Dick, The Evangelical Menncnite Brethren - - - - - 1953 
Rev. Wm. Loewen, The Evangélical Mennonite Brethren - - - 1954 
Rev. A. P. Toews, The Evangelical Mennonite Brethren - - - - 1955 
Rev. A. E. Kreider, General Mennonite Conference - - - - - 1953 
Dr. S. F. Pannabecker, General Mennonite Conference - - - - - 1955 
Rev. H. G. Nyce, General Mennonite Conference ~ - - - - 1954 


ss SSS 
STATIONS AND MISSIONARIES 


Charlesville—Kasai District Rev. and Mrs. Sam Ediger 


Miss Aganetha Friesen 

Miss Tina Quiring 

Rev. and Mrs. Harold Graber 
Rev. and Mrs. Glenn Rocke 
Miss Lena Friesen 


Bruxelles, Belgium 
Mr. and Mrs. Loyd Brown 
Miss Sara Friesen, R.N. 
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis Gerber 
Miss Frieda Guengrich 
Miss Irena Liechty 
Rev. and Mrs. Rudolph Martens 
Miss Lodema Short 


Mutena via Tshikapa 
Rev. and Mrs. Samuel Entz 
Miss Fannie Schmallenberger 
Rev. and Mrs. Geo. B. Neufeld 
Miss Lois Slagle 
Rev. and Mrs. Elmer Dick 


LECO—Leopoldville 
Rev. and Mrs. Robert Bontrager 


Nyanga via Tshikapa 
Rev. and Mrs. Frank J. Enns 
Miss Kornelia Unrau 
Rev. and Mrs. John B. Jantzen 
Rev. and Mrs. Arthur B. Janz 
Rev. and Mrs. Peter Buller 
Miss Selma Unruh 


Mukedi via Kikwit 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Falk 
Miss Agnes Sprunger 
Dr. and Mrs. Merle Schwartz 
Rev. and Mrs. Vernon Sprunger 
Miss Erma Birky 
Miss Agnes Lutke 
Rev. and Mrs. James Bertsche 


On Furlough 
Miss Anna VY. Liechty 
Miss Mabel Sauder 
Miss Anna Quiring 
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Rempel 


Retired 
Rev. and Mrs. Roy O. Yoder 
Rev. and Mrs. John P. Barkman 
Mrs. Emma Moser 
Rev. and Mrs. Henry A. Toews 


Recently Accepted Candidates 
Mr. and Mrs. Archie Kliewer 
Mr. and Mrs. Benny Ejidse 


Tshikapa 
Rev. and Mrs. A. D. Graber 


The above missionaries represent the following 
religious bodies: 


Rev. and Mrs. Allan Wiebe General Conference of Mennonites 30 
Evangelical Mennonite Church __.... =e 
a relat : 

pene d Mrs alee Harder Central Conference of Mennonites s,s s«d122 
Banga via Charlesville Evangelical Mennonite Brethren —...W-_sd15 
Missionary Church Association —2.. Cs] 

Rev. and Mrs. R. F. Schnell Mennonite Church (Old) 2 
Rev. and Mrs. Levi Keidel, Jr. Evangelical Mennonite Church of Canada ____ te 
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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-TREASUR- 
ER TO THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 
CONGO INLAND MISSION BOARD 
April 14, 1953 


Dear Colleagues: 
Greetings in the Master’s Name! 


“Every good gift and every perfect gift is 
from above and cometh down from the Fa- 
ther of lights, with whom is no variableness, 
neither shadow of turning.” James 1:17. How 
thankful we should be that our Cause is 
owned and directed by God Himself in whom 
is no variableness nor shadow of turning! He 
_ is the same yesterday, today and forever. The 
- changes are in us when we turn away from 
God and thus lose the warmth and power 
which He would send into our lives. We 
praise Him for His faithfulness to His own 
and enabling us to go forward by His grace 
and power. | 


A year ago we had 38 missionaries on the 
field, 9 in Belgium and 7 on furlough, and 10 
under appointment. Now we have 44 on the 
field, 12 in Belgium and 7 on furlough. 
Brother Ernest Yoder has completed his as- 
| signment at Banga and does not plan to re- 
turn to Congo immediately. All of those un- 
der appointment a year ago have been sent 
either to Belgium or to the field directly. We 
| are counselling with several candidates at 
| the present time, some of whom we trust 
will be sent out during the year. It is plan- 
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ned that three families should come home 
this year but the two families now on fur- 
lough will return so that our field staff will 
number 54 by December of 1953. The rigor- 
ous experience of the year’s study in Bel- 
gium plus the experience of becoming ad- 
justed to missionary life in a tropical climate 
has had its effect on the health of our new 
missionaries, but God has graciously supplied 
these physical needs and all are again at 
their posts of duty. Missionaries certainly de- 
pend on the prayers of their co-workers. Can 
we be more faithful in the use of this power 
of prayer—the greatest source of power 
that God has made available to all His fol- 
lowers? 


God has blessed, seven of our missionary 
families with babies during the year. They 
are Rev. and Mrs. Archie D. Graber, a daugh- 
ter Nency; Rev. and Mrs. Levi Keidel, a 
daughter Priscilla; Rev. and Mrs. Waldo 
Harder, a daughter Priscilla; Rev. and Mrs. 
Allan Wiebe, a daughter Janet; Rev. and 
Mrs. Arthur Janz, a son Mark; Rev. and Mrs. 
Peter Buller, a son James, and Rev. and Mrs. 
James Bertsche, a daughter Linda. This 
brings the total of our missionaries’ children 
to 41, all but four of whom are of the age to 
live on the field. Twelve of these are of 
school age or above eight years and plans are 
being made to cooperate with the neighboring 
Mennonite Brethren Mission in a school for 
these children at Kajiji which is a beautiful 
site in a healthful location about 150 miles 
southwest of Mukedi. The school will be call- 
ed, “Ecole Belle Vue.” 


The reports from the field published in the 
March-April issue of the Messenger give a 
concise picture of what has been done on 
the field during the year and a resume of the 
past forty years. We trust that these reports 
will stir all of us to pray that the year 1953 
may see even greater advance in the work 
God has entrusted to us. 


Rev. C. E. Rediger gave appreciated and 
helpful “service in the office through Sep- 
tember of 1952. Both he and Mrs. Rediger are 
employed in Wheaton and enjoy their home 
on Woodland Drive in the southwest part of 
Wheaton. After sixteen years of such inti- 
mate association with the missionaries it is 
not easy for Rev. and Mrs. Rediger to turn 
their energies and attention to other lines 
necessary to making a living. We appreciate 


their continued interest in and prayers for 
the Cause and their willingness to give coun- 
sel and advice. We are grateful for the way 


Miss Eldora Rempel is accepting additional © 


responsibility and attending to the neces- 
sary details of the office. 

The requests for deputation work have 
been far more than we could fill. We have 
used Rev. James Bertsche extensively and 
he has presented the work acceptably and 
effectively. Calls are still coming for your 
secretary to give his views of the work. 
These we are happy to accept as far as time 
and strength will permit. We would be hap- 
py if others of our brethren could also visit 
the field and share in this deputation work. 
A minister who has a gift to teach the Word 
and bring missionary challenges to our con- 
gregations would, in my opinion, pay divi- 
dends both in spiritual need and to the mis- 
sion treasury. : 

Receipts for 1952 show an increase of 3.2% 
over 1951. However, in 1951 we received two 
bequests in the amount of over $26,000.00, 
while in 1952, only $3,000.00, was received 
from such sources so that the general giving 
increased 22.1%. Our difficult months con- 
tinue to be the vacation months of July, Au- 
gust and September. With our expanding 
program of the past few years our reserve 
fund has not been large enough to carry us 
over these times of lean offerings. We are 
thankful for the many individuals, families, 
congregations, Sunday School classes and 
other groups who have responded to the 
various needs. Over $10,000.00 has now been 
given to the Bible and Christian Literature 
Fund, making it possible to order a larger 
stock of paper and supplies for our press and 
to stock the bookstores adequately on each of 


our stations. It has been estimated that $e 


000 people in our district are becoming liter- 
ate monthly. These range from six-year-old 
children to elderly grandparents, all of 
whom are willing to spend their last franc to 
get something to read. It is not so much a 
matter of education, but of literacy and 
learning. Mukedi is the first station to erect 
the Memorial church. Although not com- 
pleted, two thousand crowded into it for the 
first dedication service. The members are 
completing it as the money and materials are 
provided. The bricks are made for the Mu- 
tena church, the foundation is in and the 
walls are going up. The eight-room elemen- 
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tary school at Tshikapa is nearing completion, 
and four new dormitories were ready to 
house the first students of the “Institute 
Biblique.” Besides these two projects, a per- 
manent dwelling was completed at Tshikapa 
for the Harder family. Two dwellings at 
Mutena and one at Nyanga were completed 
and at Banga the combination storehouse- 
dwelling and the dispensary were made 
ready for occupancy. 

We do praise the Lord for a faithful con- 
stituency who make possible all these ma- 
terial benefits that are so helpful in strength- 
ening the spiritual ministry to these needy 
people of Congo. Please read again the 
field reports of souls saved, believers bap- 
tized, victories won and obstacles overcome 
and decide for yourself if the investment has” 
paid dividends. We give a condensed finan- 
cial statement from the Auditor’s annual re- 
port to the Board of Directors. 


Receipts 

Offerings received for General | 
WiisSiOn ary Wy Ol ee tee cars nen $124,465.99 
Personal offerings received for i 
IVDISSIOMEVICS, fae ome ete 3,767.29 | 
Offerings received for Specific des- 
TEN ALCO DUT DOSCS sca cw rege neo nc 31,326.10 
Annuities received .....cccccscccceeececeeeeese- 4,000.00 — 
TINGCrOSt Cat TOC 5 tec cege ins Sop cba 78.42 : 
HM 

TOA [oc EC REE Ts Mee cal $163,559.48 


Disbursements 
To Field Treasurer 
For Missionary Allowances and 
Field. Bud cet wee cee $ 35,290.35 — 





From Canadian office—E.M.B. .... 12,373,84 
For personal gifts to Mission- ] 
Eig crc ape enn oh Paani P Wl + Vater 3,098.70 — 
Kor’ Specific Moittsie a ee 19,352.53 
Bills paid for missionaries and the at 
mission from the Home Office .. 31,331.38 — 
Extra expense of missionaries in . 
Brussels tale eich Se kets 4,805.90 — 
Retirement Insurance and allow- { 
ALS. os. Se Rpt Caan TRE Mr I et Se he. 9,069.12 
Passage aires. ce nt, Bile br ae 20,325.69 {| 
Personal gifts to Missionaries at || 
HOMES 9... cee Pek. 824.27 : | 
Administrative expenses .................... 8,769.91 | 
Transfers between banks not i} 
affecting net income _.......... 12,872.57 9H 


Missionary Outfit allowances 
(Continued on page 23) 
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SCHNELL AND ENNS FAMILIES TO SAIL 
FROM MATADI, JUNE 10TH 

Rev. and Mrs. R. F. Schnell and children, 

Carolyn, Marilyn, Evelyn, and Russel Jr., 

will be home D. V. for furlough by July, 

traveling from Matadi by freighter. The 


Schnells will reside in Goshen, Indiana, dur- 
ing their furlough where the Eighth Street 
Church is providing living accommodations 


& 





R. F. Schnell Family and Ernest Yoder 


for them. Russell and Helen first went to 
Congo in 1932 and labored at Charlesville 
station until 1950 when they were called to 
open work among the Bashilele tribes at 
Banga. 





Frank and Agnes Enns 


Frank and Agnes Enns made their first 
Atlantic Crossing to Congo thirty years ago 
alone and this is their first crossing since 
alone, for their three children remained in 
the homeland the last time their parents 
left for Congo. This time the Enns’ come 
home as grandparents, a daughter Joyce Ann 
having been born to their daughter Ruth and 
her husband Mr. and Mrs. Emerson Neufeld 
of Inman, Kansas. Their son John is teaching 
in the Kansas City schools and their daugh- 
ter Kathryn is a student in New York Bibli- 
cal Seminary. 


The furlough address of the Enns will be 
Inman, Kansas. 


BERTSCHES AND FALKS TO ARRIVE IN 
CONGO IN MAY 


Rev. and Mrs. James Bertsche and daugh- 
ters Sandra Sue-and Linda Lou left New 
York City on April 30 for their second term 
of missionary service. They were assigned to 
Mukedi station again and both will assume 
responsibility in the Christian day schools 
in addition to their responsibilities in the 
church and evangelistic work. Rev. Bertsche 
has been chosen by the missionaries to act as 
Legal Representative for the mission during 
the furlough of Rev. V. J. Sprunger. 

Rev. and Mrs. Peter Falk will sail from 
Antwerp on April 28 meeting the Bertsches 
in Matadi. In their nine months residence in 
Belgium they have learned French and a 





Peter and Annie Falk 


better understanding of Belgian and Congo 
history and policies. Peter and Annie will 
be itinerant evangelists to the Bampendi 
peoples. Their address will be Mukedi, Par 
Kipwio, Congo Belge, Africa. 


RICH’S FORD DEALERS OF ARCHBOLD 
SEND 12TH FORD TO CONGO 


A 1952 Ford ton pick-up truck was taken 
to Congo by Rev. James Bertsche for use in 
itinerating evangelistic and general mission 
work. The Archbold, Ohio, E.M.C. congrega- 
tion of which James’ father, Rev. H. E. 
Bertsche, is pastor provided the funds for 
the truck purchased from Rich’s Ford Garage 
in Archbold. 


In 1930 C.I.M. purchased three Model A 
Fords from the Archbold Ford dealers and 
they are still used in a limited way. A Model 
B was sent over a few years later. These 
four Ford’s were the only cars C.I.M. had 
until 1946 when two sedans, two one ton pan- 
els and one one-half ton panel—all from the 
Rich Garage were sent. In 1950 Ernest Yoder 
took a half ton panel for Banga station which 
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was also a gift from two men in the Arch- 
bold congregation and last May a one and 
one-half ton truck was sent for use in the 
building program. 


The Rich firm has not only provided trans- 
portation at cost but their personnel spends 
much time in training and advising mission- 
ary mechénics, and sends all parts for repairs 
directly to the field from their garage. The 
present proprietors of the firm are Lester and 
Ciarence Rich who succeeded their father 
John Rich who passed away a few years 
ago. 


The Archbold congregation also provided 
Ford sedans for the Bertsche family and Miss 
Lodema Short to use while they were on fur- _ 
lough. 


If you must grunt and grumble, get away 
from other people: each one has his own 
troubles. 


* * * 


Why let the blunders of the yesterdays 
palsy your hand for today? 





James, Genevieve, Sandra and Linda Bertsche 
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GROUND BREAKING FOR MUTENA 
MEMORIAL CHURCH 


January 4, 1953, wes the day we at Mutena 
had all waited for foralong time. As soon as 
the morning worship service was finished, 
the entire congregation marched to the site 
of the new church quietly and reverently. 
There we had a very impressive ground 
breaking service for our new church build- 
ing. The program consisted of two numbers 
of special music; brief message by our Af- 
rican pastor; dedicatory prayer; and the 
breaking of the ground by two missionaries 
and three Africans. The following day a full 
crew of workmen began work on the new 
building which is to be erected. This is the 
second Church in Congo started with funds 
from the Irwin Miller and Elizabeth Oyer 
legacies, the Mukedi Church having been 
dedicated last November. 


DR. BOWMAN’S FILM AVAILABLE ON 
RENTAL BASIS 


The Church of the Brethren Visual Aid 
Department has produced a twenty-eight 
minute film from Dr. Curtis Bowman’s mov- 
ies of Africa. It may be secured by writing 
Visual Education Service, 22 South State St., 
Elgin, Illinois. 

The rental fee is seven dollars. The three 
copies of the film are booked until Sep- 
tember. 

Mr. Driver’s copy. of the complete film 
with magnetic tape sound is available to 
groups but must be accompanied by a mis- 
sionary or staff member. The film has been 
shown over eighty separate times since its 
release last October. It is arranged so that 
it may be used for an entire evening of an 
hour and a half or either for a pure mission- 
ary film of forty-five minutes and an Afri- 
can. travelogue of forty-five minutes. The C. 
I.M. office is now booking fall and winter 
meetings for 1953-54 in schools, churches, and 
group gatherings of all kinds. The expenses 
of making and producing the film have been 
borne by Dr. Bowman and Mr. Driver who 
have dedicated it to the missionary cause of 
the church. 


BONTRAGERS LOANED TO L. E. C. O. 
The C.I.M. Field Committee voted to an- 


swer the urgent call from L.E.C.O. for help. 


and decided that Mr. and Mrs. Robert Bon- 
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Robert and Mabel Bontrager 


trager from Charlesville station should @as- 
sume the responsibility. The Bontragers will 
move to Leopoldville by June first and will 
give from eighteen months to two years to 
the work. 


The vacancy at L.E.C.O. first occurred due 
to Dr. Geo. W. Carpenter being called to the 
position of secretary of the Africa Committee 
from which Dr. Emory Ross retired March 
31st of this year. Mr. and Mrs. Robert Boyd 
were appointed to the position and Mr. 
Boyd’s untimely death of poliomyelitis last 
November left L.E.C.O. in a critical position. 
The Methodist board loaned Mr. Chuck Hole 
until August of 1953 and the Congo Balolo 
Mission loaned Mr. Ross Manning until Janu- 
ary of 1954. In the meantime the co-operating 
boards who own and operate L.E.C.O. are 
praying for permanent personnel to direct 
the work. 


Both Robert and Mabel Bontrager are 
occupied in the Christian day school program 
at Charlesville and carry many other respon- 
sibilities. Their leaving will throw added 
duties on the present staff but new staff 
will be present in October in Misses Frieda 
Guengerich and Irena Liechty and Rev. and 
Dr. Rudolph Martens. 


C.I.M. is glad to be able to help out in the 
critical situation. 
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Lelfers from the Missionaries | 
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Charlesville, 
February 4, 1953 
Dear Friends: 

Greetings in His name to all our co-labor- 
ers in His vineyard. The mountain-top expe- 
riences of Conference days have passed and 
we are now down in the valley where there 
is much need for work, for healing of soul 
and body, and spiritual strengthening. 

The new school year is going full blast. 
There is a good spirit in the school. Teachers 
as well as students are making a good start 
in the year. Mr. Bontrager has made some 
strict laws for punctuality, courtesy, etc., 
which hes brought interesting results. No 
hats are to be worn by students this year. A 
few have been confiscated by now. Only 
teachers can enjoy the dignity of wearing a 
hat. Then there is a law against riding of bi- 
cycles in the school court during school 
hours. Two cyclists have been apprehended— 
their bicycles being placed in storage for a 
week or so. All students and teachers were 
warned to be on time for the seven o’clock 
prayer service just before classes at 17:30. 
The first morning teachers and students were 
there a full 45 minutes ahead of time. By 
now they have learned to judge the time a 
bit better and some are seen running at full 
speed to make it before the dead line—the 
ringing of the big church bell at 7:00 sharp. 

The wheels in the carpenter’s shop have 
been humming this month. We are filling an 





Ina, Leland, Darrel, David and Glenn Rocke 








order for 108 school desks for the new school 
at Tshikapa. In return for the desks Mr. 
Graber is making bricks and hauling them 
for us to a center about halfway between 
here and Tshikapa where we hope to develop 
a church and school center. Our shop is 
taking on the appearance of a small factory. 
The power tools made possible by our 
friends are proving very helpful in getting 
some of the physical tasks accomplished. 

The missionaries as well as Africans have 
ben going through a siege of severe colds 
and coughs. We trust that they shall soon 
subside. 

Continue to pray earnestly for the work 
and workers, both natives and missionaries. 
These are not easy days on the mission field. 

Yours for His Congo sheep, 
Glenn Rocke, and Family. 





Waldo Harder Family 


April, 1953 
Dear Mr. Driver, 

Now just a further note to you with per- 
haps a bit more detail. We felt we must get 
off something to you as toe the opening of the 
Bible School here. It has been on the late 
side writing this and could be improved up- 
on, I’m sure, but perhaps more some other 
time later in better form. 

We sure have enjoyed the past week with 
the men, even though I still have quite a 
language barrier. But we praise the Lord the 
Tshiluba is coming, sometimes I feel “Creep- 
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ing.” Archie and Allan have really been car- 
rying the loei) of teaching the Bible with 
Archie handling the Old Testament Introduc- 
tion and Allen the Life of Christ. Both are 
using one hour a week for other things, 
Archie to give lessons on blackboard draw- 
ing and Allan in Homiletics. In about 6 
weeks Allan will be tackling the music too 
though at the moment he is very busy with 
exams and next month is due for vacation. In 
the meantime we are planning to meet with 
them for the hour and sing, especially to 
learn new songs. We are inviting their wives 
in for this as well. Later we hope to have 
more of a program for them too. My job is 
French every day and Church Record Keep- 
ing twice a week. At present this consists of 
a brush up on Arithmetic. I found they’re 
rusty on long division all right. 

We have been thrilled for the new dormi- 
tories we have been able to put to use. They 
are fine and I believe the men really ap- 
preciate them. 

We are thankful that we are all well. Sel- 
ma is teaching the children daily, even giv- 
ing them music lessons, while Abbie helps 
out with the girls’ sewing class twice a week. 
Irma is more than busy with the medical and 
trying to pound some Tshiluba at us, and the 
men are loaded up too much with this Bible 
School teaching program now, but all are 
happy in the Lord’s service. 

We appreciate your letters and always glad 
to hear from you from time to time. The 
Field Comm. is in session at the moment 
and we are looking for the men back tomor- 
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row for news and developments. Abbie joins 
me in sending greetings to the rest of the 
family. 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 
Waldo E. Harder. 
R. F. D., Kenton, Okla. 
March 12, 1953 
Dear Mr. Driver: 

Thanks for letter of November 1, 1952. 
Enclosed please find $10.00 to help along. 
How I wish it were $100! I was on Kalamba 
Station from 1923 to 1926. Much has been 
done, but oh, how much more needs doing! 
I am teaching near Springfield, Colorado, 
this year, grades 1-4. Greetings to all my 
friends in the name of Jesus. 

Emma E. Richert. 


Mutena par Tshikapa 
March 21, 1953 
Dear Friends in Christ: 

We seem to be in a time of expectation, at 
least as far as weather is concerned. Our 
past dry season was exceptionally severe; 
then the rains began exceptionally early but 
they have been very spasmodic being fre- 
quently interspersed with long periods of 
drouth. 

In spite of the lack of continual rains the 
corn crop in this area was very good but the 
peanuts have suffered severely. Cotton is 
rapidly becoming a major crop here now as 
the cotton companies are experimenting with 
it in this locality. Last year the results were 





E. J. Dick Family 


10 THE CONGO MISSIONARY MESSENGER 


a al 





such as made cotton quite a promising crop. 


Prices of everything have skyrocketed. In 
about one year the prices of many commodi- 
ties as well as wages have doubled and 
tripled. The government officials are now 
trying to level things off by means of price 
control which calls for a lowering of prices 
and most commodities. 


With the return of Rev. and Mrs. G. B. 
Neufeld to our Mutena staff I have found 
more time for itinerating. There is a certain 
satisfaction which comes from giving out the 
Word of God and seeing souls come to Christ 
which is found in no other occupation. We 
continue to grieve over the many who seem 
to be entirely indifferent to the claims of the 
Gospel and continue on in their Godless ways. 
But here and there, it is encouraging to see 
new lights spring forth as individuals accept 
Christ as their personal Saviour from sin. 
Our continual prayer is that there might be 
an awakening of deeper spirituality among 
our African Christians. So many are prone 
to take their Christianity for granted and do 
not care to pay the price for complete sur- 
render. Much time must be spent in digging, 
pruning and watering if there is to be any 
fruit at all. 


Dr. Schwartz paid us his annual visit last 
week in order to check up on the health of 
the missionaries as well as examine our 
workmen and teachers as required by the 
government. We are grateful for the health 
and strength with which the Lord has bless- 
ed us until this time. Among the African 
children measles seem to be the order of the 
day. Loren Ray Neufeld also was subject to 
them several weeks ago. Our children have 
been feeling fortunate in that they had their 
siege of the measles while en route to the 
Congo last year and therefore do not have 
to fear another attack of the same. 


This afternoon one of our young Christian 
couples are to be united in marriage. The 
bride is the daughter of one of our teacher 
evangelists and has been a resident in our 
girls’ compound for several years as she has 
been attending our station school. May the 
Lord bless the establishing of this another 
Christian home. 


Sincerely in Him, 


Elmer J. Dick. 


May-June, 


D. V. B. S. IN CONGO 
By Agnes L. Lutke 


Why have D.V.B.S.? But Jesus called 
them unto Him and said, “Suffer little chil- 
dren, and forbid them not to come unto 
me for. of such is the kingdom of God.” Luke 
18:16. Perhaps there are people today who 
feel like the disciples did that the gospel is 
for adults, but what a nice picture here of 
Jesus rebuking the disciples, taking the chil- 
dren in His arms and blessing them. Our 
Saviour was not too busy to be bothered 
with children. Because of this conviction in 
our hearts that Jesus loves these little ones 
and desires their salvation our D.V.B.S. was 
begun this last vacation. 


I’m sure there are many questions in your | 


mind just how these schools here compared 
with our D.V.B.S. at home. Since this was 
our first attempt we felt it wise not to stay 
longer than one week in each village. So 
we actually had only five days for classes. 
We had two Bible lessons each day, one 
taught by our African evangelist and a 
flannel lesson by the missionary. The chil- 
dren had a memory verse each day and 
learned new songs and choruses. Like chil- 
dren at home they enjoy especially the mo- 
tion songs. Hand work-was out of ques- 
tion because of the large attendance and 
lack of material to work with. 


Did we have an age limit? We would not 
get far by setting an age limit as our village 
children do not know how old they are and 
experience has taught us that we are mighty 
poor guessers. It seemed impossible to limit 


it to children only as others were anxious * 





Agnes Lutke and D.V.B.S. Teacher 
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to come. I can still see a few grandpas, and 
grandmas sitting on that back bench in the 
grass chapel each day. They were Christians 
and not being able to read, they longed for 
spiritual food. The lessons were _ simple 
enough for them to understand and to them 
it seemed a real treat. They enjoyed es- 
pecially the lesson on heaven and itocked 
forward to the time when they would get 
there. 


Did we give prizes for faithful attend- 
ance? Yes, we certainly did. The Christmas 
cards sent to us from friends at home served 
as prizes. But in each village the mission- 
ary went through the agony of seeing big 
tears rolling down the cheeks of broken- 
hearted children because they did not get 
a prize until the missionary herself began 
to wonder, “Why can’t everybody have a 
prize?” 


On Saturdays we had our closing pro- 
grams. Here the children rehearsed what 
they had learned through the week. A good 
number of parents would come to hear their 
children recite. This would give the mis- 
sionary a fine opportunity to give a word to 
the parents telling them we have placed an 
evangelist in their village and they are 
responsible to send their children where 
they will be taught God’s Word. 


Does it pay to have D.V.B.S.? During the 
few weeks we were out we had four schools. 
There was a total attendance of 412 children 
of which 40 accepted Christ as their Saviour. 
The evangelist of one of these villages was 
in for an operation in December and he 
Said there is a real change in the lives of 
the children who accepted Christ in his 
village—in their general behaviour as well 
as faithful church attendance. He added, 





D.V.B.S. at Mukedi 


“They have had a change of heart.” Do 
pray for these little ones and for our evan- 
gelists that they may seek to help them. 


Another reason why it pays is that a good 
number more children have enrolled for 
school this January. To the missionary it 
was interesting to note the first bashful, 
frightened children who came only to peek 
in at the door or windows the first few days. 
After a bit they would take courage to 
walk in and take the back seat and by the 
end of the week they were in the front 
rows with other children. They had learned 
to enjoy school and as a result decided that 
maybe it would not be a bad idea to go to 
school all the time. 


Many adults were reached with the Gospel 
by evening services through the week as 
well as by house visitations. 

Thank the Lord for what He has done and 
do pray for us as we make further plans 
to reach the little ones in the many villages 
the coming vacations.—Mukedi. 


CHILDREN’S MEETINGS AT MUKEDI 
By Erma M. Birky 

When the bell rings at 8:30 Sunday morn- 
ing more than six thousand people in a 
radius of ten miles hear it. The drum call 
that follows the bell carries even farther. 
Yesterday over 1750 people responded to the 
call and came to church here. There were 
over 1300 in the adult meeting in the chapel. 
The house was packed. 


The children’s meetings are conducted 
during the morning church to take care of 
the crowds. We used to have only one chil- 
dren’s meeting, but when there were 400 
who attended, we realized we needed to 
have two meetings. Now we have three 
meetings. In the meeting for Christians’ 
children who live near by there were 120 
children. In the meeting for Mukedi village 
children there were 150 and in the meeting 
for children from all other near by villages 
there were 185. Just as soon as some of 
our missionaries come back from furlough, 
we will start a fourth children’s meeting. 
Last Sunday was no exception in attendance 
for a bright sunny morning. 


We have the children’s meetings in grass 
(Continued on page 15) 
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HUNTING IN THE CONGO 
By Lawrence Rempel 


Hunting is one of the by-products of mis- 
sionary life. Whenever a missionary travels 
from one station to another or makes a 
business trip to the nearest shopping center, 
he rarely forgets his gun. 


In the forest he watches for monkeys and 
snakes. On the plains he keeps a sharp 
lookout for any of a variety of fowl, such 
as: guinea, partridges, a species of wild 
turkey, long-legged water birds of various 
kinds, etc. If he travels with his family he 
instructs and frequently reminds them to 
keep a close watch for anything moving in 
the tall. grass, among the brush or up in 
the trees. 





Mr. Lawrence Rempel and Beverly Ann 
with Congo Antelope 


May-June, 





An African is a real asset on such a trip 
for his eye, with a lifetime of practice, is 
alert and will spot wild life more rapidly 
than the best of hunters among the mis- 
sionaries. What’s more, the African is well 
aware of the fact that the missionary does 
not eat every type of bird, nor does he 
eat “all” of any bird. There is always a 
promise of the insides (intestines) at least, 
should the missionary be successful in 
bringing down a bird. Should he shoot an 
eagle, hawk, owl or the like, the African 
can look forward to a tasty pot of meat to 
enhance his own daily meal of musa or bidia 
(a. half-cooked dough). 


The plains around Mukedi Station, in par- 
ticular, are infested with various species of — 
antelope, ranging from a= small goat-like 
“Bambi” to a large deer-like ‘“Kabaji.” This 
wild red meat is a welcome change in the 
missionaries’ diet the usual pork 
derived from the scrawny and often dis- 
eased native pigs. Antelope, however, is 
more often than not in the restricted or 
prohibited hunting list. 


from 


Contrary to expectations, there is much 
government control over wild life in Congo. 
There are certain birds and animals that 
are absolutely forbidden to be hunted. Other 
hunting restrictions are limited to certain 
areas which change frcm time to time so 
that often not even the government officials 
are able to accurately inform the missionary 


as to which area is restricted at a particular 
time. 


Whenever anyone of our missi¢naries re-, 
turns from a trip to the villages, or out- 
stations, or ROTO another station, 
ory from)’ ‘the . nearest. /*city, "thes firs: 
question with which he is confronted is 
not, “How was so and so?” or, “How were 
the roads or the weather?’ but rather an 
expectant, “What’sha get?” 


On furlough 
Mountain Lake, Minnesota 





If you are miserly in Sowing the Seed, 
you cannot expect a bountiful harvest. 
* * * 


We each have three pictures—l—as men 
see us—2—as we see ourselves—3—as God 
sees us. 
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The House Beside the Road 


By Erma M. Birky 


Perhaps you wonder why a mission sta- 
tion should have a guest house. Mukedi is 
beside the road. It’s on the main road from 
Matadi on the west coast to Cape Town in 
South Africa. I’ve met people at Leopold- 
ville who know that Mukedi is beside the 
road, and that we “are given to hospitality.” 
Romans 12:13. Do you think we have a 
hotel? We have had guests who seemed to 
have come under that impression. No, we 
do not have a hotel, but we do have a guest 
house, and rooms for the overflow when the 
guest house is occupied. 


Our guest house is a sun-dried brick build- 
ing with a grass roof. There are three 
rooms and a bath room. Beds for a family 
of four in one room, three in another room 
and a baby bed in the reception room. You 
will find a French Bible on the table, also 
Christian periodicals such as “The Evangeli- 
cal Christian, Youth for Christ, The Con- 
verted Catholic, The Moody Monthly, Read- 
er’s Digest, etc. If we know our guests read 
another language better than French, there 
are Flemish, English and Portuguese Bibles 
at hand. Our desire in entertaining our 
guests is to provide for their spiritual needs 
as well as the physical. We consider it a 
privilege to witness to those who stop with 
us over night. 


There is a “doll house” too that we use 
for guests. It has two tiny bed rooms, a 
wee bath room, a dining room and kitchen. 
When patients come for some days we often 
put them up there. When Dr. Schwartz has 
patients in both guest houses, passing guests 
are made as comfortable as possible in ours 
or Dr. Schwartz’ attic. We have beds for 
five guests in our attic now. Perhaps you 
think the picture is over-drawn? We seem 
to be the only place for a distance of almost 
200 miles who take care of guests. We 
have always had quite a few guests, but 
now that Dr. Schwartz is here, he attracts 
many more people. 


We have wonderful Christian fellowship 
with our missionary guests. They stop here 
en route to their stations coming from fur- 
lough. Some are driving from the west 
coast to the Kivu, or Ruanda. We hear of 
their work and our horizon is made wider. 


Often our neighboring missionaries stop with 
us. We share our joys and sorrows, our 
victories and defeats and are encouraged. 


We have interesting people who are not 
in the Lord’s work. Some are state Officials, 
others commercial people, and others globe 
trotters. We had two Swedish gentlemen 
who were “thumbing” their way from the 
west coast to the Cape. Last year we had a 
traveler, an American, who had had a few 
years in school in Switzerland while living 
with his grandparents. He was hitch hik- 
ing his way from the Gold Coast to the Cape. 
He carried a pack that weighed 40 pounds. 
In it was a Bible too. We also had two 
gentlemen who were capturing snakes and 
shipping them to the U. S. A. by air. They 
needed venom for experiments. One of 
these men was really seeking the way of 
Salvation. Pray for him. Sometimes we 
have people who are in need or in difficulty. 
Last year we had a group of six who had 
a broken car, and had to stay here a few 
days in order to get parts for the repair. 
Sometimes we think people are here for 
the night, and the next morning they ask 
to stay on a day or two for rest, because 
they find the bumpy roads wearying. 


Our guests sometimes arrive late in the 
evening, or during the wee hours of the 
night. Sometimes there are two families, 
and we have been found without bread on 
the place, and no drinking water for so 
many. There is no store just around the 
corner, so we bake bread during the night 
and boil drinking water at the same time. 
We send our guests on their way with a 
lunch for the day and jugs filled with 
drinking water. 


Each family at Mukedi takes their turn 
in entertaining guests at meals. If you 
were here we might take you behind the 
scene to look into our pantries, our gardens, 
and the laundry. It is not unusual to have 
15 to 20 sheets in the guest house washing. 
We thank the Lord for His bountiful pro- 
vision, we enjoy sharing it with our guests. 
We would invite you to come to visit us 
and be our guest for a while. The latch- 
string is out for you. 
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Rev. Zimmerman is Pastor of Wauseon, Ohio, 
E.M.C. Congregation 


WHAT HEAVEN THINKS OF CHRIST 
Rev. Gordon Zimmerman 


The writing of this article is the result 
of a very general attitude present in the 
world today in relation to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. In many so-called Christian circles 
it seems to make very little difference what 
the individual thinks of Christ. Since the 
true value of any person is best appreciated 
where he is best known it seems wise to 
learn what those who know Him best think 
of Him. Since Christ’s eternal abode was 
in heaven, Micah 5:2; and since His death 
and resurrection He is in heaven, John 14:2, 
3; Acts 1:9, 10; it seems logical that He is 
best known there. 


Heaven’s attitude toward Christ should 
give us guidance as to what our attitude 
toward Him should be. Since heaven is in- 
habited by the Triune God, the holy angels, 
and the departed saints, it will be wise for 
us to learn as to what each thinks of Christ. 


What does God the Father think of 





Christ? This is soon answered by turning 
to two verses in Mark referring to the time 
of Christ’s baptism. “And straightway com- 
ing up out of the water, he saw the heavens 
opened, and the Spirit like a dove descend- 
ing upon Him: and there came a voice from 
heaven saying, Thou art my beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleased.” Mark 1:10, 11. 
These verses immediately involve the two 
persons of the Trinity of which Christ is 
the third. God the Father spoke of His 
Son, and the Spirit being God could speak © 
nothing but the truth. Then again, we are 
reminded of John’s statement. concerning 
judgment. “For the Father judgeth no man, 
but hath committed all judgment unto the 
Son: That all men should honour the Son, 
even as they honour the Father.” John 5:21, 
22. ‘This is the Father’s attitude, but is it 
a prejudiced one since it concerns His own 
Son? Let us see. 


What do the holy angels think of Christ? 
The Scriptures give us a double testimony 
from the angels. We have their attitude con- 
cerning Him both in heaven and while He 
was on the earth. It was an angel who 
announced to Joseph that the babe in 
Mary’s womb was conceived of the Holy 
Ghost. “... the angel of the Lord appeared 
unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou 
son of David, fear not to take unto thee 
Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived: 
in her is of the Holy Ghost.’? Matthew 1:20. 
It was an angel who proclaimed the purpose 
of the incarnation. The angel said, “And — 
she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt 
call His name JESUS: for He shall save 
His people from their sins.” Matthew 1:21. 
It was an angel who revealed to Mary that 
the child in her womb would be God man- 
ifest in the flesh. ‘And the angel said unto 
her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found 
favour with God. And, behold, thou shalt 
conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a 
son, and shalt call His name JESUS. He 
shall be great, and shall be called the Son 
of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give 
unto Him the throne of His father David: _ 
And He shall reign over the house of Jacob 
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for ever: and of His kingdom there shall be 
no end.” Luke 1:30-33. It was an angel 
who proclaimed the truth of the resurrection. 
Luke records the visit to the tomb and the 
proclamation that Christ was no longer there 
but risen. Luke 24:4-7. Matthew identifies 
the speaker as an angel and records the 
angel’s words: “And the angel answered and 
said unto the women, Fear not ye: for I 
know that ye seek Jesus, which was cruci- 
fied. He is not here: for He is risen, as 
He said. Come, see the place where the 
Lord lay.” Matthew 28:5, 6. Thus the angels 
proclaimed to the earth His virgin birth, 
His Saviourhood, and that He was God man- 
ifest in the flesh, and even that He is alive 
for evermore. 

The Scriptures also give us a picture of 
the angels’ attitude in heaven toward Christ. 
When the angels see all the honor given to 
Christ, and hear Him proclaimed above all 
others, they add their Amen. Revelation 
5:11-14. Instead of seeking to diminish His 
place they announce their personal approval 
by saying, “Worthy is the Lamb that was 
slain to receive power, and riches, and wis- 
dom, and strength, and honour, and glory, 
and blessing.” Revelation 5:12. It is indeed 
wonderful to hear from the mouth of those 
who know Christ by living in His very 
presence in heaven such wonderful praise. 

What do the departed saints think of 
Christ? This truth is most revealing. With- 
out enlarging on the subject let us under- 
stand and agree with the majority of Bible 
teachers that the twenty-four elders men- 
tioned in Revelation refer to and represent 
all departed saints from all dispensations. 
Let us now see what they say concerning 
Christ. “... for Thou wast slain, and hast 
redeemed us to God by Thy blood out of 
every kindred, and tongue, and people, and 
nation; and hast made us unto our God kings 
and priests.” Revelation 5:9, 10. In other 
words every redeemed person who stands 
in the presence of Christ will acknowledge 
that his entrance into Heaven was made 
possiblé through the redemption provided 
by Christ. How wonderful to see Him and 
be able to offer Him our praise. 

Thus all inhabitants of heaven: God the 
Father, the Spirit, the angels, and all de- 
parted saints, unite in honoring Him. What 
a privilege to belong to Him, and honor Him 
while we are still in the body. 
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Hark! Ten thousand voices crying, 
“Lamb of God!” with one accord; 

Thousand thousands saints replying 

Wake at once the echoing chord. 


“Praise the Lamb,” the chorus waking 
All in heaven together throng; 

Loud and far each tongue partaking, 
Rolls around the endless song. 


—J. N. D. 
Wauseon, Ohio 


CHILDREN’S MEETINGS AT MUKEDI 
(Continued from page 11) 


school houses, all three within a distance 
of a half city block. We can hear each 
other’s singing. There are bamboo seats, 
and a board desk. Often when the house 
is full, some of the children sit on the desks. 
Last Sunday some of the children had to 
stand, and they were crowded so that they 
were uncomfortable, and consequently rest- 
less. The village children come to meetings 
dressed in a loin cloth and the atmosphere. 
They walk a distance of two miles from 
some of the villages. Often we have chil- 
dren who come from the hospital, who have 
come for medical aid, from a long distance. 


There is an African and a missionary in 
charge of each meeting. I wish you could 
hear the singing. Some of the children have 
memorized Scripture in the children’s meet- 
ings. If you would question them you might 
be surprised to find that many of them know 
Bible stories. The Bible school students are 
taught to use visual aid, flannelgraph and 
give object lessons. Two students come to 
each meeting to teach the lesson. Our meet- 
ing must continue as long as the adult 
church (African children are rather noisy 
when they have been in a long meeting) 
or they would disturb the other meeting if 
dismissed earlier. This month we are us- 
ing the book of Daniel for the meetings. We 
are pleased with the way the children take 
in the facts and the lessons drawn from the 
book. The Lord is faithful and prospers 
His Word. Many of the children have ac- 
cepted Christ and are trying to please the 
Lord Jesus their Saviour in their daily walk. 
Pray for them, many of them have heathen 
parents, and must often take a definite stand 
against native customs.—Mukedi. 
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RADIO COMMUNICATIONS AND C.I.M. 
By L. O. Keidel 


(Here Levi Keidel tells how he was led to 
provide short wave communication for our 
mission stations. Each evening at seven 
o’clock the five stations who have transmit- 
ters begin tuning in and soon they have 
Banga calling, O Q 4 A §S this is Banga, 
Levi Keidel is your announcer—are you 
there Charlesville take it away. Then 
Charlesville gives their announcements and 
turns over to Mutena, then to Nyanga, to 
Mukedi and back to Banga. It is amazing 
how much news can be given out and. busi- 
ness transacted in a half hour’s time. We 
give special thanks to brother Keidel and 
his two helpers in the homeland, Mr. James 
Hamm, radio engineer of Bloomington, IIl., 
and Mr. Sam Wagler, machinist of near 
Peoria, Ill. We also thank the friends and 
groups who have helped financially. The 
project is financed through private sources. 
The cost for each station is about $100 per 
year. Sunday School classes or groups are 
invited to take a station as a special project. 
Write the C.I.M. secretary for details. Rev. 
Keidel is building a large antenna at present 
hoping to make contact with the homeland. 
You who are short wave enthusiasts be on 
the look out for his call.—Editor.) 

July, 1950—I met Rev. and Mrs. George 
Neufeld just having come home on furlough. 
George said, “One of the most urgent 
present needs on our field is inter-station ra- 
dio communications.” I began keeping my 
eyes open for a suitable transmitter. 

Fall-Winter, 1949-50—Studied code and 
secured an amateur radio operator’s license 
so that transmitters might be tested 
thoroughly on the air before being sent to 
Congo. 

Summer, 1950—Found some Navy war- 
surplus transmitters advertised quite reason- 
ably by a west coast firm. Having worked 
with these units while in service, I decided 
that they would be adequate. I ordered six. 
Cost of purchase and preparation of each 
transmitter for Congo was estimated at $60 
each. Mr. Sam Wagler, a layman of Creve 
Coeur, Illinois, became interested and began 
encouraging various Sunday School classes 
and church organizations to each sponsor a 
transmitter. Funds began coming in. 


Fall, 1950—Informed James Hamm, an ex- 
perienced radio engineer and old acquaint- 


air. 
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Levi Keidel at the transmitter 


ance, of my plan and asked for help in re- 
wiring the units and building power sup- . 
plies so that they could be operated from 
110 volts. a.c. He immediately began work, 
made necessary drawings and ordered neces- 
sary parts through special purchasing chan- 
nels at a substantial saving to us. 


Winter, 1950-51—Jim worked tirelessly 
converting the units and doing the neces- 
sary building and re-wiring. I drove _ to 
town to help him as frequently and faith- 
fully as possible. Weather was unusually 
inclement and extremely cold. God’s pro- 
tecting hand was gratefully present during 
these many miles of driving over ice-glazed 
and snow-packed roads. 


November 25—First transmitter completed. 
I brought it home to test. The best aerial 
available was my mother’s galvanized wire 
clothesline. I hooked it onto the transmit- 
ter. After some tinkering it seemed that I 
was on the air. I called quite a number of 
times, and then with headphone on waited 
for someone to answer. Imagine my delight, 
when someone answered my call. I was so 
excited I could hardly fasten my attention 
to the reading of the code. ‘“Name—Karl— 
West Frankfort—near Cairo, [Ill—”’ And 
then of all times the stoker in the basement 
started running and threw such a deafening 
growl into my ears that nothing else could 
be heard. “Shut off the stoker!’” I nervously 
shouted to my brother. He did. Karl and I 
had quite an enjoyable chat. 


Remaining winter months—As each trans- 
mitter was completed, it was tested on the 
Some of the contacts were with Lex- 
ington, Kentucky; Memphis, Tennessee; 
Trenton, Ohio;'San Antonio, Texas; Hamlet, 
North Carolina; Madison, Florida; Boulder, 
Colorado, and Binghamton, New York. 
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February 1, 1951—All transmitters com- 
pleted and tested on air. Jim and I packed 
them for Congo. 

February 15—Jim ordered some _ radio 
parts for me. I tried to settle with him for 
all his work but could get him to take noth- 
ing. I gave him a bit more money than 
ample for the order and asked him to at 
least keep the change—a miserable offering 
for the tireless hours of technical service 
he had rendered. 


March 22—Left New York for Congo. 


April 25—Arrived at our new home at 
Mutena, still living from suitcases. 


June, 1951—Surprise! Archie Graber 
drove in with the big 3 ton truck loaded 
with our things! They had just arrived at 
Charlesville port and he being up that way 
brought them to us. Everything was in good 
condition. , 


Summer, 1951—Secured amateur’ radio 
license in Congo. Applied for permission for 
C.I.M. station radio inter-communication. 
Set up aerials and proceeded to test trans- 
mitters to determine any damage en route. 
All but one’ seemed in perfect condition. 


October 6—I decided trying to call some- 
one on the air (but vocally—not by code in 
Congo). Established contact with Bill 
Hamerick of Wembo, Nyama, a station of 
the Methodist mission about 600 miles north- 
east of here. He said he heard me quite 
well. We had a nice chat. 


Early Fall, 1951—Received word from 
government that Mutena, Nyanga, and 
Mukedi stations had been authorized to 
start communications November 1. Plans 


Sam Wagler in his shop 
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Mr. Jim Hamm of Station WJBC, 
Bloomington, Illinois 


were made for installations. Native skepti- 
cism was running high. “If there was a wire 
running all the way from here to Nyanga, 
the white people could talk with each other. 
But just a piece of wire hanging uselessly 
in the air—it’s ridiculous.” 


November 3—I left with equipment to 
make transmitter installations at Nyanga 
and at Mukedi. Arranged with Eudene_ to 
call me at Nyanga at 4:00 that afternoon 
and at Mukedi at 3:00 the following day. 
Nyanga installation completed under’ the 
supervision of amused and curious natives. 
I met Eudene on the air at pre-arranged 
time. We heard each other well. The 
Nyanga folks were delighted—but no more 
than I was. Fears that “You’re wasting a 
lot of the money of God’s people’—“You’re 
foolish. It’s bound to fail’—“You have sunk 
your money in transmitters that cannot do 
the job’—etc., were somewhat dispelled. 


November 4—Left for Mukedi. Ground 
and dragged through sand pits, up and down 
hills, across a wide river with a rickety 
primitive ferry—mused within myself, 
“We'll sure put one over on all these things: 
if this radio business works.” I was more 
fearful of failure than I would admit. Ar- 
rived at Mukedi station about noon. Larry 
Rempel was erecting aerial poles. At the 
3 o’clock deadline he was still upstairs try- 
ing to poke the aerial lead-in wire through 
the ceiling for me to hook onto the trans- 
mitter. At 3:05 we were on the air. Eudene 
was still calling. I answered and she heard 
me as well as Nyanga. Three-way communi- 
cations were established! Vernon Sprunger 
invited us to have tea and cookies over it 
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all. Excitement was running high. I tried 


to act non-plussed— 


Spring and Summer of 1952—Daily com- 
munications effected with more or less dif- 
ficulty depending upon atmospheric condi- 
tions. A radio man of the Presbyterian mis- 
sion (a pioneer in radio broadcasting in 
Congo) informed us that they had had more 
atmospheric disturbance in the last 18 
months than they had had in the previous 10 
years. I was glad to know that the trouble 
was atmospheric and not due to inadequacy 
of our equipment. 


October 1, 1952—Banga and Charlesville 
stations were authorized to begin broadcast- 
ing. Electrical power had just been made 
available. Successful installations were 
made and these two stations joined our net- 
work. Only our Tshikapa station is: not on 
the air and a nearby government radio post 
has made it difficult for us to secure per- 
mission. 


To the Present—Communications between 
stations have become quite an essential part 
of our daily program. Further experiment- 
ing with aerial direction, height, and the 
like will further improve conditions. At 
present, communciations facilities have al- 
ready proven valuable in countless cases. 
The doctor is kept informed of serious ill- 
ness among the missionaries, and keeping 
closely in touch, prescribes medicines and 
follows the patient’s progress. Previously, 
from Mutena station to the doctor at Mukedi 
was an eight-hour trip, and if the patient 
was too ill for transport, sixteen hours 
elapsed before the doctor was on the scene 
to administer medicines. Orders for grocer- 
ies and supplies are quickly passed over the 
air to one who suddenly finds he must go 
to a distant city on business matters. Mis- 
sionaries are quickly informed of transport 
arriving at Charlesville port. Missionary 
transportation problems are worked out. 
Committee meetings of representatives of each 
station are planned and dates set convenient 
to all. We seem much more of a family 
now, with closer contact for united prayer 
in time of emergency and common rejoicing 
over victories. Countless other incidents 
daily and weekly prove that your invest- 
ment in radio communications for the Con- 
go Inland Mission was more than worth- 
while.—Banga, 
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CHILDREN’S WORK AT CHARLESVILLE 
Tina Quiring 

“And thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with all thy might. And these words, 
which I command thee this day, shall be in 
thine heart: And thou shalt teach them dili- 
gently unto thy children . .” Deut. 6:5-7. 

From the very beginning of C.I.M. the mis- 
sionaries have been teaching the Word of 
God to the children. Throughout these years 
missionaries have been translating songs, 
choruses, and object lessons into the African 
longuages. As we look through the files in 
the offices and the song books we recognize 
the translator as Mama Mutekemena, (Mrs. 
Evelyn Graber), or Mama Netumona (Mrs. 
Betty Yoder) and others. All of this material ~ 
is a great help to us in our work, although 
it is still necessary to continue to translate 
material. In the last years much use has been 
made of flannelgraph material, which has 
proven to be very valuable. The African 
teachers are able to use the flannelgraph 
pictures with a little assistance of the mis- 
sionary and the stories as found written in 
the Bible. 

With the heavy educational program in 
the past few years and the shortage of mis- 
sionary personnel it has not been possible to 
do justice to the children’s work, but we 
are now able to give more of the responsi- 
bility to the African personnel in the school 
so that the missionaries can again give more 
of their time to evangelistic work. 

Our new project for this year is to conduct 
Daily Vacation Bible Schools in as many 
outstation villages as possible with the help * 
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of the outstation evangelists. At the same 
time we hope to establish services for the 
children, which are to be conducted every 
week by the outstation evangelists at the 
various stations. Our evangelistic mission- 
aries report that when they got out to con- 
duct meetings that very often the evangelist 
chases the children away. Will you please 
join us in prayer for the outstation evan- 
gelists and teachers, so that they will be 
willing to take up their responsibility for 
the children that are entrusted into their 
care as God’s servants. 


With this new project before us we are in 
need of material for our D.V.B.S. At the con- 
ference in December we decided to use the 
Plan of Salvation as presented in the Word- 
less Book series. It is a set of 5 lessons with 
flannelgraph pictures to illustrate the plan of 
salvation. A supply of the Wordless Books 
size 24%,” x 3%” would be appreciated to be 
used as prizes for memory work and attend- 
ance at the end of the D.V.B:S. 


It was my privilege to conduct a D.V.BS. 
during the first week in January at Mibalai, 
which is 4 miles from Charlesville. The evan- 
gelist promised me that the children would 
be there early Monday morning, but when I 
arrived there were no children. It was neces- 
sary for me to go out into three villages to 
get the children. This was my first D.B.V.S. 
in Congo and the children had never seen me 
before, so many of them were afraid and 
some even refused to go along. Although 
enough children had courage to go along, so 
that the car was filled to its capacity at every 
village. At the end of the first day the chil- 
dren all were my frends, they all wanted to 
go along with me to Charlesville. 


Throughout the week the children learned 
new choruses, Bible verses and Bible stories. 
Since we did not have lessons for the Plan 
of Salvation on hand, we selected all our ma- 
terial from the Gospel of John: 


We praise the Lord for blessing us and 
making it possible for us to have our D.V. 
B.S. In Congo we do not have school when. it 
rains. During that week it rained every day, 
but the Lord withheld the rain every morn- 
ing so that we could go on unhindered. On 
Friday afternoon the chapel was destroyed in 
a storm and trees fell into the path and 
blocked the road. All these things could have 
hindered our D.V.B.S. but the Lord undertook 
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in every way. By Sunday evening the road 
was open so we were able to have our closing 
school program by the children. It would 
have been a great disappointment to the 
children if they could not have had the pro- 
gram because they were all looking forward 
to this opportunity to have a part in the 
program. 


There were 55 children enrolled with an 
average attendance of 45 present daily. Three 
boys accepted Christ as their Saviour and 
eight children came forward to confess their 
sin and to get right with the Lord. We trust 
that the word which has been planted in 
their hearts will continue to bear fruit.— 
Charlesville. 


CONGO AMBULANCES 





In Congo we have no clanging of bells 
and the stop lights stay green while the am- 


bulance goes through town. Among the 
Bashilele we have only the large basket. In 
the picture above you see two men carrying 
a woman in a basket. This woman had such 
a large sore on her leg she was unable to 
walk. She was also very weak from malnu- 
trition. Many such patients are able to walk 
home after sufficient treatment. This woman, 
however, came only a few times. She prob- 
ably died in the village for there was likely 
no one willing to carry her the distance she 
needed to come. Pray for our sick. They must 
walk a long way to get help at our dispen- 
sary at Banga. Many wait until it is too late 
and we are unable to help them. 

Eudene Keidel, 

Banga via Charlesville, 

Congo Belge, Africa. 
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"5 YEARS OF PROTESTANT MISSIONS IN 
CONGO 
Rev. A. D. Graber 


Yesterday, February 8, a memorable meet- 
ing took place in the new King Boudouin 
Stadium where 25,000 people gathered to 
celebrate the 75th Anniversary of the coming 
of the first missionaries to the Belgian Con- 
go. It was a sight long to be remembered. As 
we entered the beautiful stadium, which is 
not quite finished, the military band was 
playing and at 4:00 P.M. sharp, the Governor 
General and his wife drove up in their beau- 
tiful car, escorted by native police mounted 
on motorcycles. A beautiful bouquet was 
handed to Mrs. Petillon by a little native girl. 
After they, and other guests of honor, were 
shown their seats, the military band played 
suitable music while more than 4,000 school 
children marched seven abreast in colors by 
the grandstand. After they were seated in 
the two sections reserved the following pro- 
gram took place— 

The 67th Psalm was read by Colonel Bec- 
quet. 

The Lord’s Prayer was prayed by all. 


Rev. R. V. Thompson gave a short review 
of the amazing advancement of the Church 
during the past seventy-five years. He 
pointed out that at present 43 mission socie- 
ties are established at 270 mission stations, 
surrounded by thousands of village churches, 
in which are found more than 600,000 adult 
church members and 270,000 seeking mem- 
bership. 

Mr. Daniel Nkomi, a native pastor, spoke, 
“What missions have done for the natives.” 


Mrs. Rosa Page Welch, an American Negro 
woman, sang, “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot,” 
and a Prayer Song which was much enjoyed. 

Pastor De-Worm from Belgium spoke 
lengthy on the subject of missions and their 
work throughout the years. 

The school children sang several songs 
throughout the program. 


In leaving the stadium one could not help 
but breathe a prayer of thanks to God for 
having a little part in this great program of 
helping to make Christ known in this 
dark land. The progress was not made with- 
out a great sacrifice both here and in the 
homelands, by white and black, by young and 
old, by material things to the laying down of 
many lives. We can truly say with the 
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Psalmist of old, “The Lord hath done great. 
things for us whereof we are glad.” 


But, our task is not finished, it is greater 
today than ever before; there is no turning 
back, no time for retrenching. The Apostle 
Paul gives us a true picture of the condition 
in Congo today in I Cor. 16:9: “For a great 
door and effectual is opened unto me (US) 
and there are many adversaries.”—Tshikapa. 


FINANCIAL REPORT 
Receipts for the months of February and 
March, 1953 


CENTRAL— 
Missionary allowances .........-.--+--------- $2356.25. 
General contributions ...........-.--.----------: 1460.36 ~ 
Operating ‘budget i21.28. 23384 ie SRN 964.08 
Premium Insurance, death benefit...... 95.58 
Premium Insurance, 

retirement benefit’ 2mm 2a keseg 300.24 
Education of missionaries in Belgium 187.60 
Congo Inland Mission History............-- 1.75: 
Special: 
Personal to Mr.-Mrs. Loyd Brown 25.00: 
Personal for support of 

Carolyn, Schnellyice 22a tas 500.00 
Personal to, Miss Frieda Guengerich 10.00 
Extension of Banga Station................ 10.00 

Total Central sich. ani eee eee $5910.86 
E. M. C— 
Missionary allowances -...--.------.---.-g.0::- $2050.00 
Premium insurance, death benefit.... 135.68 
Premium insurance, 

retirement benefit .............-..--..2------.- 469.92 
Operating” budBets 2. se. 2 ect 964.08 © 
General» contributions “..ie 1409.47 
Education of missionaries .............------- 187.60 
Congo Inland Mission History............ 31.45 
Promotional oss aces aer tes eee 50 
Special: 
Personal to Miss Lois Slagle................ 55.00 
Personal to Mrs. Loyd Brown..........-- 90.00 
Central Bible Training 

School sate Shika, so. aner ose 195.00 
GPeOCIAl PNECUS yin peoetane stem eatt weer 19.06 

POtaL TOV Cy rises hence eieiaes Cesk Smee $5,607.96 
E. M. B— 
Missionary allowances .........----------.--:++-+ $ 992.16 
Congo Inland Mission History.......... oO 
Insurance premium, death benefit...... 43.56 
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Insurance premium, 


petirementiihenen times® oo 167.88 
Operating Bbudcgetisw. ec elsclace.. 200.00 
Education of missionaries........................ 117.00 
meomononal wai ce tienes eels 1.00 
Special: 

Kornelia Unrau, personal..............0......... 75.00 
©.IM. Ladies’) Aux: -projectcc.22..: 100.00 
Personal to Mr. and Mrs. 

PAT GLUT) ates Ope eet SAO 2a. 87.90 

fd EAN VE cae eI Ty ee Sc $1787.10 

GENERAL— 
Missionary allowances ..............02::.:0+ $3103.38 
Congo Inland Mission History.............. 15.50 
Insurance premium, death benefit... 77.92 
Insurance premium, 

retirement benefit ............0.....002.--- 375.92 
PT MPOLION A) 2 ROSE! eee Mn ant 2.00 
DOpecrauny ev eudger NA weA.22..Gs., 1369.67 
Bducation* ‘of ‘missionary 122....20..50...0.4 573.20 
Cappel 542 ot Sie ocnk iE Ee Pe Se ena a: EOE hs 1281.41 
ppecial>** 

Central Bible School at Tshikapa........ 180.77 
Rpecral “NeCd Ss wel es, MP 2. 31.80 
Personal to Mr. and Mrs. 

et ees) ENS reste LEP unk 26.00 
Personal to Miss Tina Quiring............ 3.10 
Personal to Mr. and Mrs. 

riotous aCe ei cr a3h rete Es 10.00 

PopaL sorerera lw SF ore SE a te $7050.67 
OTHER— 

» Missionary allowances °....../....0002...001..... $ 969.39 
Congo Inland Missionary History........ 32.80 
<Gérerali contributions 22) 22 ie... 1.00 
RECATYCSOLSTTEN ED on rrcee se ee aoe ee ag fA 4.50 
Special: 

Personal to— 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Bontrager......... 20.00 

Dir. alr UWits, SATtOUL JATIZ......1-..2.-.. 15.00 

MyPIen FOTUIe PICT LCRENY | frac i stetecopscrectesee 20.00 

Miss Aganetha Friesen .....................- 20.00 

Dr. and Mrs. Schwartz........ orem etree 25.00 

(aR yh Log ga 2a) 3) RI icteric id ie 5.00 

Miss Agnes Sprunger. .200..00000...00....... 5.00 

UTE ike SI aE a af ag 1g aig i aay et © Teer da 5.00 

Miss Fanny Schmallenberger .......... 20.00 

Wy ele MPM ITEP ical ecto ie vere 25.00 
Central Bible School at Tshikapa...... 642.84 


Bible and Christian Literature Fund 501.00 
yet 1 Bg fo 2 Fetch nS pantech et pempnd teal 203.88 

CT ATE F451 sate ls somthin antl aA a ea $ 2,515.41 
EAGAN i ld hae 8 ee eee $22,872.00 
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MY TRANSLATION WORK 
Agnes Sprunger 

In order to prepare me for translation work 
the Lord sent me to live for four years in a 
tribe that already had the Bible in its lan- 
guage. It proved to be a great help in trans- 
lating into the Kipende. It is estimated that 
there are at least 250,000 ‘Apende,’ as they 
call themselves. 

In the year 1923 I was sent to Nyanga, the 
first station among the Apende, where a 
teacher from the Bena Lulua tribe helped 
me get started with the language. We began 
at once to make some lessons to help the new 
missionaries who were sent with me to learn 
the language. With the help of the teacher 
we translated some songs, part of the Eng- 
lish Tshiluba dictionary into English-Kipen- 
de, and 19 chapters of Matthew. This lan- 
guage had not been reduced to writing be- 
fore. 

In 1924 I came to Mukedi where I have 
been most of the time ever since. Not hav- 
ing any literature for school children we 
had to set to work making little primers and 
charts, lst and 2nd readers, and a booklet, 
‘Stories About Jesus.’ Some of these are still 
being used in school. There had been a Mu- 
luba teacher here who had taught his pu- 
pils to read Tshiluba. Some of these pupils 
became very useful in translating the New 
Testament into their own language. The New 
Testament was finished in 1933 and printed 
in 1934 by the British & Foreign Bible 
Society. 

We had a long search for the word ‘love’ 
in Kipende. At first the only word we had 
was the same as for believe, accept, desire, 
etc. Imagine the impossibility of translat- 
ing a portion containing both words, ‘faith’ 
and ‘love’!!! One time I asked what a moth- 
er has for a child when she does all she can 
for it, then the word ‘zumba’ was given. We 
had heard that word only in the reflexive 
up to that time, which meant to be proud, 
to love one’s self. Then we asked if that word 
would be good in John 3:16, and the answer 
was, ‘yes.’ Then we asked if the same word 
would be good in the command, ‘Thou shalt 
love thy neighbor as thyself.’ The reply was, 
‘That is impossible, it just isn’t done.’ So it 
has been found to be a very good word. 

Since 1935 we have been working at the 
Old Testament as we had time. Now we are 
typing it, double spaced, for the printers. The 
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books that have been typed so far are: Gen- 
esis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuter- 
onomy, Joshua, Judges, Ruth, TD and If 
Samuel, I and II Kings, ¥ and II ‘Chronicles, 
Esther, Proverbs and most of Job. Some of 
these will have to be proofread and perhaps 
portions typed over egain because the ma- 
chine which Kenda Isaac, the one who help- 
ed most in the translation of the Old Testa- 
ment, used, was old and did not work too 
well. . 

There is still much work left to be done. 
If the Lord tarries and if He gives health 
and strength, we would like to revise the 
New Testament to be printed with the Old 
Testament. Keep on praying for us. 

WITNESSING IN CONGO THROUGH 

PRINTING 
By Rev. V. J. Sprunger 

“That’s it, that’s what Lumbale has. How 
much is it?” asked Kinaka looking at the 
New Testament he was wanting to purchase. 

“The price is thirty cents,’ says George. 

Kinaka pays the sum of thirty cents, and 
starts to leaf through his new book. Just 
then Lumbale comes along and questions 
him. 

“Did you get one now? 
have them at. the Mission.” 

“Yes, and now I am going to hunt some- 
body to read it to me.” 

They walk off together, Kinaka leafing 
through the book. 

These incidents only happen when the 
books are available for distribution. Be- 
cause of gifts received for the Bible and 
Christian Literature Memorial Fund, over 
1,500 Kipende New Testaments have gone 
out since December, 1950, that is in fifteen 
months. We have only about one-half of 
the supply left that we purchased at that 
time from the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety in London. In less than two years our 
stock will be exhausted, unless in the mean- 
time we can afford a new edition. 

Here is an incident a little different but 
common. As we arrive at a work camp, 
the Christians come around the car and 
greet us with the question, “Did you bring 
song books along?” Then we answer, ‘No, 
they haven’t come yet. They are just being 
printed now. We hope to have them in an- 
other six months.” But we get the answer 
from the group, “We’ve waited a long time 
now and still you do not bring us any.” 


I told you they 


Why do such incidents happen? A lack 
of funds to invest in a stock sufficiently 
large to carry us through a number of years 
means that we must wait until the edition 
is sold out in order to have as much cash 
available as possible to pay for the new 
edition. 

Everybody of the younger age group feel 
they must have a book or booklet of some 
kind as their very own, for that in itself is, 
a sign of “culture.” Whether they are able 
to read is not the most important to them, 
for they will find some one who can and 
will read to them the contents of the print- 
ed pages they have. 

It is very common to see a group of young 
people together looking at the same booklet, 
especially if it is a long-waited for edition, 
or if it is a new book they have not yet seen. — 
Since the Congo languages. are written 
phonetically, an African who has learned to 
read not only reads his own language but 
also that of other tribes. They love partic- 
ularly to get song books of a different tribal 
language and sing in another language the 
same tune they learned in their own hymn- 
book, that too is a mark of an education. 


Many times as we stop at a ferry or ata 
village, the first and frequent question will 
be, “Do you have any books?” Then we 
answer, “We'll try to bring some along the 
next time.” 

The young African is hungry for reading 
material. A new Africa is emerging. About 
one-tenth of the entire Congo population is 
Protestant and needs to be fed with the 
Word. One-third of the school pupils in 
the Congo attend Protestant schools, and 
here we need literature (Christian litera- 
ture) to be used as readers and supple- 
mentary reading materials. 

At the present time we are distributing 
(selling not giving away) on the average 
2,000 pages of reading material a day in the 
Congo Inland Mission area alone. In the 
past fifteen months we have sold. 1,500 
Kipende New Testaments, 1,200 Tshiluba Bi- 
bles, 1,200 Kipende Hymnbooks, over 2,000 
Memory Verse booklets, over 1,000 Cate- 
chism booklets. 

For such distribution it takes enormous 
stocks, and for the supplying of such stocks 
it takes large editions, and for large editions 
it takes much capital investments. Here is 
where you, who are reading this, can lend 
us a hand. 
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Just now we must tell the Africans that 
the Tshiluba New Testament is out of print. 
They ask when will the Kipende Bible be 
available? It is translated and about ready 
for the printers. 

Our stock of Tshiluba hymnbooks is ex- 
hausted. | 

Catechism and Memory Verse booklets go 
out of print as fast as they appear. 


Half the Kipende New Testament stock 


is sold. 

At least one-fourth of the Kipende hymn- 
book edition is sold, and it was considered 
a large edition, (6,000). 

The Tshiluba Bible stock is fast disap- 
pearing. 

We need to produce more on our own 
press at Charlesville, we need to get more 
printing done at the large Protestant owned 
and operated press at Leopoldville called 
LECO (Librarie Evangelique du Congo) 
and we need more printing done by the Bi- 
ble Societies. 

How can these African people read and 
be nourished except there is literature in 
quantity; how can there be a sufficient sup- 
ply unless we carry a stock; how can we 
carry a stock of literature unless we have 
funds; how can there be funds unless Chris- 
tians contribute? 

Have you contributed? 

Support the Bible and Christian Litera- 
ture Memorial Fund with your prayers and 
gifts. 








LETTERS FROM THE MISSIONARIES 
(Continued from page 15) 
Apartado 24 
San Juan 
Dominican Republic 
Dear Mr. Driver: 

We always look forward to the arrival of 
the MESSENGER for we always enjoy hear- 
ing from our co-laborers in the Congo with 
whom we have so many things in common. 
With the Psalmist in chapter 62:1 and 2 we 
began the New Year. What an all-inclusive, 
complete confidence we have in Him! During 
the month of January several of our staff 
“were ill but all are enjoying better health 

again. One of our first boosts for the year 
‘was a visit from Mr. and Mrs. Erie Sauder 

of Archbold, Ohio. They could only be with 
us for a few days but their interest in and 
enthusiasm for the work won the hearts, 
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love and confidence cf Missionaries and Na- 
tionals alike. 

We have three leading bases to work from 
here. El Cercado with its surrounding Pueb- 
los and Campos are under the direction of 
our only native Pastor, Rvdo. Hilario. Each 
week he and his wife carry on the usual 
Church activities. They are also quite active 
in school and community activities and have 
the respect and favor of the people of the 
village. Mrs. Hilario is the first one from our 
conference to graduate from high school with 
a degree in education and a license to teach. 

The Van Vleets are finding each day in 
Elias Pina filled with both the usual and the 
unusual. Attendance at their two Churches 
is on the increase. Weekly, folks with twist- 
ed ideas come, have a talk, and leave with 
wholesome Christian ideas. The village of 
Las Mates, the largest town except San Juan 
in our section, is calling for a definite es- 
tablished work. 

The work at San Juan is very encouraging 
and the attendance is increasing. Last Sun- 
day evening we even used the bench in the 
Amen corner and at the close of the service 
four of our own young people came to seek 
the Lord. A week ago five adults remained 
after the service to seek Salvation. What a 
joy to see these answers to prayer 

We are looking forward to celebrating our 
third annual conference the second week in 
April. For this and all our activities we covet 
your prayers. We trust that all of you with 
us are rejoicing in the Lord. 

Yours in Christian Love, 
Lucille Rupp. 
REPORT OF THE SECRETARY 
(Continued from page 4) 
Congo Missionary Messenger and 





other publicity and printing ........ 2,869.67 
Dues. and fees) .5 ee ee a ey 1,684.00 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES (222 $164,117.93 

Total expenditures in excess of 

TECEHOIS Pt 2550s Ske he, Ral! Ree 558.45 


Capital Account 
Balance on hand Jan. 1, 1952 $10,299.79 
Less: Excess of expenditures 
over receipts for year ended De- 
cember 31, 1952 





Balance on hand, January 
Dee OBS ee tis oe ot AE be $9,741.34 
H. A. Driver, Sec.-Treas. 
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THE CONGO MEMORIAL BIBLE AND 
CHRISTIAN LITERATURE FUND 





Agnes Sprunger and Africans translating the Bible 
into. Kipendi 


It is estimated that one thousand people monthly are 
learning to read in our C.I.M. field. Our missionaries feel 
this tremendous responsibility to provide them something 
worthwhile to read, and are translating and writing as God 
gives them wisdom and strength. Robert Bontragers have 
gone to LECO to help keep the presses going there. Miss 
Irena Liechty is going to Charlesville to give much time to 
our printing. Your gifts and prayers are needed for this 
great work of literacy and learning. Read Rev. V. J. 
Sprunger’s article on the preceding page to see how your 
gift will work. This Memorial Day give a gift again to the 
Congo Bible Fund in honor of a loved one. A gift that will 
live on and on in the hearts of hungry seeking Congolee. 
Designate your gift to the Congo Bible Fund of the Congo 
Inland Mission and mail it today to— 


MR. H. A. DRIVER—4610 S. Woodlawn Ave., 
Chicago 15, Illinois . 
REV. JOHN THIESSEN, 722 Main St., Newton, 


Kansas 


REV. H. H. DICK, Salix, Iowa 
MR. B. B. JANZ, Steinbach, Manitoba, Canada 
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Mrs. Sarah Kroeker Anderson and Clinic 





Complete in this issue 


as told by 
Mrs. Sarah Kroeker Anderson 


| 
| Beginnings of Congo Inland Mission 
| 
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See page 14 
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A Co-operative Mission in the Belgian Congo 
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PRESIDENT—Mr. A. Neuenschwander 
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Bloomington, Illinois 


SECRETARY-TREASURER—MY. H. A. Driver, 4610 S. Woodlawn Ave., Chicago 15, Tl. 
OFFICE SECRETARY—Miss Eldora Rempel 


Board Members 


Conference Affiliation 


Term Expiration 


Rev. Reuben Short, Evangelical Mennonite Conference’ - - ~ - 1952 
Mr. A. Neuenschwander, Evangelical Mennonite Conference - - - 1953 
Rev. M. A. Rediger, Evangelical Mennonite Conference - - - - - 1954 
Mr. H. A. Driver, Evangelical Mennonite Conference - ~ - - - 1953 
Rev. H. E. Bertsche, Evangelical Mennonite Conference’ - . - . 1952 
Rev. E. Rocke, Evangelical Mennonite Conference - - - - - - 1954 
Rev. L. E. Troyer, Central Conference of Mennonites - - - - 1954 
Mr. Stanley Miller, Central Conference of Mennonites - ~ - = 1952 
Rev. R. L. Hartzler, Central Conference of Mennonites - - - - 1952 
Mr. A. H. Schertz, Central Conference of Mennonites - - - - 1953 
Rev. Allen Yoder, Central Conference of Mennonites - - - - 1954 
Rev. Ben Esch, Central Conference of Mennonites - - - os 1953 
Rev. H. H. Dick, The Evangelical Mennonite Brethren - - - - - 1953 
Rev. Wm. Loewen, The Evangelical Mennonite Brethren - - - 1954 
Rev. A. P. Toews, The Evangelical Mennonite Brethren - - - - 1955 
Rev. A. E. Kreider, General Mennonite Conference - - - - ~ 1953 
Dr. S. F. Pannabecker, General Mennonite Conference - - - - - 1955 
Rev. H. G. Nyce, General Mennonite Conference - - - - - 1954 


LLL CE SSS SSS SSS 
STATIONS AND MISSIONARIES 


Charlesville—Kasai District 


Miss Aganetha Friesen 

Miss Tina Quiring 

Rev. and Mrs. Harold Graber 
Rev. and Mrs. Glenn Rocke 
Miss Lena Friesen 


Mutena via Tshikapa 
Rev. and Mrs. Samuel Entz 
Miss Fannie Schmallenberger 
Rev. and Mrs. Geo. B. Neufeld 
Miss Lois Slagle 
Rev. and Mrs. Elmer Dick 


Nyanga via Tshikapa 
Miss Kornelia Unrau 
Rev. and Mrs. John B. Jantzen 
Rev. and Mrs. Arthur B. Janz 
Rev. and Mrs. Peter Buller 
Miss Selma Unruh 


Mukedi via Kikwit 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Falk 
Miss Agnes Sprunger 
Dr. and Mrs. Merle Schwartz 
Rev. and Mrs. Vernon Sprunger 
Miss Erma Birky 
Miss Agnes Lutke 
Rev. and Mrs. James Bertsche 


Tshikapa 
Rev. and Mrs. A. D. Graber 
Rev. and Mrs. Allan Wiebe 
Rev. and Mrs. Waldo Harder 


Banga via Charlesville 


Rev. and Mrs. Levi Keidel, Jr. 
Rev. and Mrs. Sam Ediger 


Bruxelles, Belgium 


Mr. and Mrs. Loyd Brown 

Miss Sara Friesen, R.N: 

Mr. and Mrs. Ellis Gerber 

Miss Frieda Guengrich ' 

Miss Irena Liechty 

Rev. and Mrs. Rudolph Martens 
Miss Lodema Short 


LECO—Leopoldville 
Rev. and Mrs. Robert Bontrager 


On Furlough 


Miss Anna V. Liechty 

Miss Mabel Sauder 

Miss Anna Quiring 

Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Rempel 
Rev. and Mrs. Frank J. Enns 
Rev. and Mrs. R. F. Schnell 


Retired 
Rev. and Mrs. Roy O. Yoder 
Rev. and Mrs. John P. Barkman 
Mrs. Emma Moser 
Rev. and Mrs. Henry A. Toews 


Recently Accepted Candidates 
Mr. and Mrs. Archie Kliewer 
Mr. and Mrs. Benny Eidse 


The above missionaries represent the following . 


religious bodies: 

General Conference of Mennonites — WW 
Evangelical Mennonite Church WWW. s«éd' 
Central Conference of Mennonites ~~. 

Evangelical Mennonite Brethren 
Missionary Church Association — WH 2. 
Mennonite Church (Old) —-_- oe eee 
Evangelical Mennonite Church of Canada eee ee 
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THE CHURCH IN AFRICA 


Africa is in the headlines today as never 
before. Interested friends of our mission- 
aries are continually inquiring if there is 
any danger of trouble in Congo such as they 
read about in Kenya, Nigeria, South Africa, 
Suez, etc. The answer is No, not at present. 
Our missionaries believe that today is the 
golden opportunity for the Christian Church 
in Africa because more Africans respect 
Christianity than any other religion. There 
are about 21,000,000 African Christians, how- 
ever Animism is “still the mass religion of 
Africa.” Christianity provides about 85% 
of all education in Africa south of the Sa- 
hara. Dr. Z. K. Matthews said in his in- 
augural address at Union Theological Semi- 
nary last fall: ‘Not only has the church 
been a pioneer in many friends of endeavor 
on behalf of the African people, but it has 
kept abreast of all the most constructive 
developments on different parts of the con- 
tinent.” To the African “religion simply 
cannot be dissociated from these other as- 
pects of life.’ Thus he blames Christianity 
when he feels injustice from Westerners. 
Many Africans feel either that Christians 
are “deliberately ranging themselves with 
these exploiters, the oppressors who are of 
their own race and color, to further domi- 
nate the African”; or Christianity cannot be 
much of a religion “if it cannot control the 
lives of its members.” 


‘Ts the Gospel too subversive for Africa?” 
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asks Darrell Randall, a Methodist mission- 
ary in Africa, in the Saturday Review for 
May 2. “The teaching that every human 
being is important in the sight of God, ‘The 
Father of all Mankind,’ and the building up 
of hopes for a ‘heavenly relationship among 
mankind’ provide a basis for a religious 
ethic that can shake the very foundation 
of the society around them. Even if they 
never get to read anything else, they have 
read enough to begin thinking of a new or- 
der.” The older leaders of the Church told 
Mr. Randall quoting Christian teaching, such 
as the Good Samaritan and the Last Judg- 
ment, “Unless you can help us put these 
principles into action in all of life, in this 
generation, we are going to find more and 
more of our young people becoming disap- 
pointed, eventually rejecting our leadership 
and looking for leadership elsewhere.” 


The task looks hopeless from a secular 
view but our weapons are “spiritual, and 
not carnal.” June 16 to 23 our C.I.M. lead- 
ers were in Annual Conference session fur- 
ther preparing the Church for the spiritual 
battles that lie ahead. We believe that in 
forty years the gospel message of salvation 
has entered deeply into the hearts of hun- 
dreds of Congo’s people and not only set 
them free from the dominion of sin and 
of fear but hath given them the victory. 
As Dr. Carpenter states in his book “High- 
ways for God in Congo”: “the task that re- 
mains is that of so enthroning Christ Jesus 
as Lord in the hearts of Congo’s people that 
His transforming power may make them 
strong to meet the changes, conflicts, and 
confusions of the new day that is now at 
hand.” In this task our missionaries and 
Congo church leaders are now engaged 
working as a team, that the power of the 
gospel might be realized in the lives of all 
the Christians. Our prayers and concern 
are needed in this all important task. 


KAMAYALA STATION 


Official word has been received from the 
Legal Representative of the Unevangelized 
Tribes Mission, Rev. A. Eicher, that the 
transfer of Comity rights for Kamayala to 
C.I.M. has been authorized. The C.I.M. field 
committee has acted to accept this respon- 
sibility and have appointed Rev. and Mrs. 
Peter Falk to that station and Rev. and Mrs. 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Letiers from the Missionaries 








HEATHEN CIRCUMCISION RITES 


Charlesville Station 
Dear Friends: 


“Now thanks be unto God which always 
causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh 
manifest the savour of his knowledge by 
us in every place.” II Corinthians 2:14. We 
praise the Lord for the victories which we 
have daily in Christ Jesus our Lord. He 
gives us victory in time of trial as well as 
in time of gladness. 

At Charlesville we have just finished our 
first semester of school for this year. This 
has also been the first semester of our Bible 
School here. We have 20 students at the 
present time, 

I have been able to spend some time in 
our outstations recently. My heart has been 
encouraged to see the Christians coming to 
the services with their baskets of corn as 
their tithe or thankoffering to the Lord for 
their good crop. The Lord willing I hope to 
finish my first visit to all five territories for 
this year in the month of April. We are 
praying much and looking to the Lord for 
great blessings in our two weeks’ evangelis- 
tic meetings to begin April 18. 

Easter Sunday, Bob and I went out to one 
of our Batshoke villages where they were 
letting a group of boys out of their circum- 
cision camp. The chief had sent an invitation 
to come. We went after our Easter morning 
service and arrived too late for the main 
ceremonies. As we came near the village 
we could hear the beat of the drums and 
the noise of the people. The village ‘evan- 
gelist and some of the Christians were there 
to greet us. The rest of the people were 
gathered at one place to take part or 
observe the dancing. The evangelist led the 
way and soon we saw a huge crowd of peo- 
ple. The drums began to beat louder and 
faster because word had spread that the 
white people were coming. As we neared 
the group some men came with sticks and 
guns to clear a path through the crowd for 
us to enter the circle. The boys who had 
been in camp were in the center and were 
chanting, calling the spirits, and later began 
their dancing to appease the spirits. These 
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boys were from eight to twelve years old 
and had been separated from all other peo- 
ple for over a year. During this time they 
are taught the tribal history and customs. 
We felt we were treading on Satan’s ter- 
ritory, but we praise the Lord that even 
there we may witness for Christ. _Some 
months previous I had the opportunity to 
visit the boys in their camp and had a 
service with them. 

The field is white and ready to harvest! 
Nearly every day an evangelist or a village 
Christian comes to us with questions such 
as these; “When are you coming to our 
village?” “You have waited so long, have 
you forgotten us?” Recently we received a 
letter from one of our evangelists who closed 
his letter with the earnest plea, “Muambi, 
come over into Macedonia and help us.” Too 
often we must reply that. we cannot come 
just now for we have so many places to 
visit and other duties demand our time. 
Many souls are dying without Christ. Pray 
for us that°we may reach them before it is 
too late. 

Yours in’) Christ; 

Harold Graber. 
ELDERLY HEATHEN “ALMOST PER- 
SUADED.” THE SPIRIT IS WORKING 

Mutena Station 
Dear Readers of the Messenger, | 
We greet you with the words of David as 








Heathen Chiefs Hearing the Gospel 
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recorded in Psalm 34:1-3, ‘I will bless the 
Lord at all times; His praise shall contin- 
ually be in my mouth. My soul shall make 
her boast in the Lord: The humble shall 
hear thereof, and be glad. O magnify the 
Lord with me, and let us exalt His name 
together.” 

As we look back over the past month of 
April we certainly praise the Lord for the 
way He has worked in our midst. We are 
especially thankful for souls that have ac- 
cepted Christ and the backsliders who re- 
turned to the Lord. Just now are are think- 
ing of one service we had in the village and 
how the Spirit of God was using His Word 
in a mighty way. Many were under con- 
viction and came forward to accept Jesus 
Christ as their Saviour. We were especial- 
ly interested in a very old gray-haired 
grandfather who slowly hobbled his way in- 
to our gathering place with his cane. Through. 
the entire service he was so attentive. When 
the altar call was given, it appeared that 
he was going through a great spiritual bat- 
tle. Yes, the Holy Spirit was convicting 
him of sin in his life, of his heathen witch- 
craft and of other sins which were evident 
in his physical body. Christians were ear- 
nestly praying for him and for others who 
were also going through a battle in their 
soul. Slowly he got up and it appeared he 
would come forward. After pausing a brief 
moment, he slowly turned around and hob- 
bled out of the service with his cane. Yes, 
almost persuaded, almost he yielded to the 
Holy Spirit’s call, almost he made a public 
confession by coming forward and accept- 
ing Christ. Almost he testified to the village 
people: “I am tired of sin, of superstition, 
of heathendom, of worshipping gods made 
of wood and stone.” Almost, but not.. Our 
hearts wept as we saw him slowly leave the 
service without Christ. So near... almost 
... but not! Oh, we pray that as he heard 
the Word of God and as His Holy Spirit 
keeps on dealing with him, that he will 
make the most important decision in life 
right, and accept Christ. 

We are happy for the progress on our 
new church. Three of the four walls are 
up to window height. 

During April the Dicks were vacationing 
at the Lake. Everyone at the station is well 
and we are happy to be in His service. 

Happy in Christ, 
Samuel E. Entz. 
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MUKEDI ON THE AIR 

O Q 4 A S Mukedi on the air. Mukedi 
ealling. We have been off the air almost a 
month due to motor difficulty. The trouble 
has been found and remedied. We _ are 
praising the Lord for His goodness to us. 
His benefits are new every morning. 

We have been able to visit 17 church 
centers on weekends. We are thankful for 
a hunger for the Word. Although many of 
the Christians are illiterate, there is a whole- 
seme zeal for the Lord, in witnessing to His 
saving grace. The teacher-evangelists in the 
villages have been encouraged by the -meet- 
ings and contacts. We were glad to have 
Rev. Enns in one of these meetings on May 
17. He and Rev. Sprunger stopped on their 
way home from Kamayala and other points 
in the western territory of the Kuangu Dis- 
trict. 

The Schwartz home was invaded by an 
army of driver ants last week. They used 
all their ammunition (ashes) and borrowed 
more from the neighbors, and won the vic- 
tery in the battle. They did not desert as 
most of us do when that kind of army takes 
over. The Schwartz’ are going to Lake 
Madimape the beginning of June for their 
two weeks’ vacation. 

Rev. and Mrs. Sprunger, Shirley’ and 
Miss Agnes Sprunger are en route to 
Lubondai for Wilmer’s high school com- 
mencement. They are stopping at Tshikapa 
this evening, May 26. 

We expected Mrs. James Bertsche and the 
little girl and Mrs. Falk last Friday. Now 
we are expecting them on the plane next 
Friday. The men will drive a car in from 
the West Coast. 

The Esaus of the American Mennonite 
Brethren Mission just west of us, were with 
us ten days this month. Carol Faith came 
to join their family. We always enjoy good 
Christian fellowship with the Esaus. 

The Bible School here has decreased in 
number since the beginning of the year, but 
it has increased in interest and faithfulness, 
especially in the practical Christian work. 
Agnes Lutke has been going with different 
groups, to their meetings in the villages and 
they report good interest, and a number of 
conversions. The Lord is faithful and will 
bless His Word. 

“We look forward to having the Schnells’ 
and Enns’ with us en route to Kikwit when 
they go on furlough next month. 
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Most of our prayers and plans these busy 
days are for the native conference at Mukedi 
next month. We are looking to the Lord 
for His blessing and a new infilling of the 
Holy Spirit during the meetings. Confer- 
ence dates are June 16 to 23. We covet 
your prayers. 

We have broken a strict native rule, and 
are harvesting a little of our millet before 
the chief has opened his wife’s field. The 
penalty is, the chief will kill a goat. Since 
we have no goat, we think we will escape 
without punishment. 

This is a call for your help in prayer. 
We are so busy these days and there seems 
no choice in the matter. Wedo not want “the 
things present” to separate us from our Lord. 

We have nothing more this evening. We 
are off and clear until next broadcast. 

Your announcer is 
Erma Birky. 


SCHNELL’S FAREWELL ITINERARY 
Banga via Charlesville 
Dear Christian Friends, 


“Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields 
for they are white already to harvest. The 
harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers 
are few. Pray ye therefore the Lord of the 
harvest, that he will send forth labourers 
into his harvest.” 

During the past three months we have 
made an extensive itinerating trip of our 
territory in the Banga area for which this 
station is responsible, and we have been 
more impressed than ever how white the 
fields truly are to harvest. We passed many 
villages where there are no Protestant mis- 
sionaries or teachers. Others where some 
of our teachers left the work and went back 
to their own interests or found the work too 
discouraging. Then again in other villages 
the people seemed so glad to see us and 
came out to meetings in good numbers, 

In one section which we call the Cibanga 
road that ends up at, the Kasai River we 
found the people very responsive. They 
were very happy to see us and seemed very 
attentive in the meetings. There were 45 in 
that section that were baptized in the Kasai 
River, and about 90 partook of the Lord’s 
Supper afterwards. It gave our hearts a 
thrill when we noticed that a good number 
of the ones that were baptized were people 
who had passed middle age and others old 


July-Aug., 


grannies already. They did not seem Gos- 
pel hardened and truly were seeking for 
something better than their own idols and 
customs. Several villages of that section 
accepted teachers for the first time. 


In another section called the Mabere road 
a number of older people of the Bashilele 
tribe made their first stand for the Lord. 
In one village 11 came forward, and of this 
group 9 were grown men and women. Sev- 
eral boldly confessed to us that they had 
tried every form of witchcraft and heathen 
customs and still found no peace, and that 
all their former efforts were in vain. So 
now they came to the Lord where they 
hoped they would get relief from Satan’s 
bonds and be healed of the sickness of sin. 
We truly felt the Spirit of the Lord was at 
work in the village and ask your prayers on 
their behalf that they may win the true 
victory and find the peace that passeth all 
understanding. 


In another village 17 came forward, but 
here there were a number of quite young 
boys and others that had backslidden into 
sin after having once tasted of the bounties 
of Christ. All these people get such little 
spiritual encouragement, and have so many 
things that can quickly draw them back into 
the paths of sin. They need your prayers 
that they may get spiritual training and 
some day soon may be added unto the church 
record of Banga. 33 people that had been in 
catechism classes for over a year were bap- 
tized after being tested out by us and later 
on over 80 partook of the Lord’s Supper. 


Along another road which we call the 
Charlesville road the people were very at- 
tentive when they heard the Gospel message 
given out in their own tongue, the Bashilele 
language, by a Muluba overseer who had 
been a teacher in their section for some 
time. Along this road we visited 15 villages 
and brought all the old church cards up to 
date, and collected the tithes from the Chris- 
tians. In one village they did remarkably 
well and everyone that was a Christian paid 
their back tithes willingly. In other villages 
we had to plead and wait until they finally 
brought a small sum or others that had no 
conscience would just run into the forest 
when they heard us coming. On the fol- 
lowing Sunday we had a blessed time in the 

(Continued on page 22) 
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MUTENA GRAMS 


Ground Breaking— 

God graciously swept away the storm 
clouds that threatened to disrupt the plans 
for the Ground Breaking Ceremony for our 
new church at Mutena on January 4. The 
first part of the service was conducted in the 
interior of our present grass and stick chapel. 
A choir of African women furnished the 
special music, and Rev. G. B. Neufeld, in 
keeping with the activities of the day, spoke 
on the subject, “The Foundation of the 
Church.” At the conclusion of the message, 
the audience quietly walked out to the 
roped off site of the new building. From 
the place which the pulpit will occupy in 
the completed church, five shovels full of 
dirt were removed by five men, Africans 
and missionaries representing five different 
departments of our station activities. Each 
before turning over his shovel full of dirt 
spoke appropriate words of praise to God 
for making possible the erection of this 
permanent place of worship at Mutena. 
Again special music by Rev. and Mrs. Sam 
Entz and an African male quartet was in- 
cluded on the program. 

Work began the following morning on the 
excavation for the foundation. As we pass 
the site daily on our way to and from our 
work, we try to envision the completed 
structure and we are daily reminded to pray 
that souls shall find their way to the Sav- 
iour within its walls. Our hearts are grate- 
ful to our Heavenly Father for making this 
permanent church a possibility. Pray with 
us that God will protect our workmen as 
the work daily progresses. 

Outstation Teacher-Evangelists— 

The semi-annual convocation of our out- 
station teacher-evangelists was arranged to 
coincide with the Ground Breaking Cere- 
monies in order that they too might join 
with us in this day of rejoicing. During the 
nearly one week that they were in session, 
their problems were discussed, their souls 
were re-fortified with daily inspirational 
messages, and their physical bodies strength- 
ened with tonics, anti-malarial treatment, 
etc. Nearly all began their homeward 
jecurney early Saturday morning in order to 
be in their villages to conduct Sunday 
services. | 


Caterpillar Season— 
This warm oppressive weather that we 
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have been having, the Africans tell us has 
its purpose. It is a necessity for the ripen- 
ing process of the caterpillars. This is 
caterpillar season so everyone is out in the 
forest climbing trees in search of the wrig- 
gling, fat, black and green insects. This 
edible variety comes without fur or fuzz! 
The preparation for consumption is really 
an art, for you see the entire insect is not 
consumed. If the head is pinched off at 
the right ‘‘joint” the evisceration process is 
complete. Their bodies are then dried and 
stored for future meals. This African del- 
icacy provides additional protein in which 
their daily diet is so deplorably deficient. 





BABIES AND OPERATIONS 


Mukedi Station 
Dear Friends, 
Greetings in Jesus’ Name. 
Some months have passed since I have 
written and they have been busy months 
at our hospital. The greater the number of 


patients being treated the more opportunity 
there is for witnessing for 
Please pray with us 


our Saviour. . 
that more of our 





Dr. Schwartz’ Operating Room 


patients will be brought to a saving knowl- 
edge of our Lord. 

When I wrote last we were busy with 
remodeling our hospital and also getting our 
maternity unit finished so that we could 
begin using it. The hospital was finished 
and during October and November we start- 
ed a more regular surgery schedule that has 
ccntinued in 1953. During the past two and 
one-half months we have operated on more 
than 100 patients. The first baby was born 
in our maternity unit the 8th of November 
and the number of births has been increas- 
ing each month. Since January 1, there have 
been more than 100 babies born here in- 
cluding one set of twins. 

Our hospital evangelist continues with his 
faithful ministry among our patients and he 
holds daily services (and sometimes twice 
a day), in each room of the hospital and 
maternity as well as at the dispensary. He 
also does much personal work and reports 
numerous decisions for Christ. 

A regular schedule of meetings is being 
carried on in regional centers and work 
camps by the Evangelistic Department of the 
station this year. Rev. Sprunger is in the 
district now for meetings and for school 
visitation. A number of believers were bap- 
tized in February and now preparations are 
under way for Easter services. 

Educational work is continuing to expand 
as the thirst for knowledge grows and more 
and more children are comimg to school. 
Also, new types of schools are being started. 
In January an evangelistic school was start- 
ed here at Mukedi and also at some of our 
other C.I.M. stations. And this month the 
new Bible school at Tshikapa was opened. 

In every department there is much work 
to be done and we ask for your continued 
support that His will might be done and 
that through all the many activities that 
souls will be brought into the field. 

Yours in Him, 
Merle H. Schwartz. 


AN ANSWER TO PRAYER 
Rev. John B. Jantzen 

John 16:8—‘“And when He (the Holy 
Spirit) is come, He will convict the world 
of sin.” 

This land is a land of spirits. Much of 
the activity and the everyday life of the 
Congolese is the direct result of their be- 
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liefs about spirits. But, the Holy Spirit is 
also at work bringing conviction to the 
hearts of unbelievers as well as to those 
who have strayed from the Lord into the 
ways of sin. Following is a recent ex- 
perience of one of our men here at Nyanga 
Station. 

For many years he has been a valuable 
worker in the church, as well as in the 
school. He is a capable man and has been 
used greatly for the Lord in His work here 
at Nyanga. But at a time of relaxation 
from restraints in a faraway village, a 
place where but few knew him, he was 
overtaken by the awful sin of adultery. It 
is one of the devil’s most wicked devices 
in causing these people to fall into dreadful 
sins. The moral standard of many is very 
low resulting in great temptations to many 
who were formerly a part of such life. 


In a routine medical examination early 
this year, his sin was exposed. It came as 
a real shock to us that he should be found 
diseased. Though he was taken from the 
active church roll and though he lost his 
leading post of work, we never cast him 
out. Rather than casting him away we be- 
gan more definitely than ever to pray for 
him. 

In his attitude toward the missionaries he 
attempted first to gain sympathy, trying to 
persuade us that he was guiltless and that 
the blood test was wrong. When that ap- 
proach failed he confessed a sin of long 
ago, hoping that we would thereby excuse 


him. He came-time and again to the various 


missionaries with this partial confession and > 
pleaded with. us for forgiveness and resto- 
ration. We could not accept such a confession 
however, for evidence against him was too 
strong. 


After about three months of such attempts, 
he came to our verandah again one Thurs- 
day evening near ten o’clock. The mission- 
ary staff had had a blessed time together 
at the regular bi-weekly prayer meeting, 
and definite petitions had been made again 
for this man. When I answered his knock, 
he asked pleadingly if he could speak with 
me. He had his Bible under his arm, and 
his whole mannerism showed me that he 
was in sore spiritual trouble. I invited him 
into the house and after the normal saluta- 
tions, I waited in silence for him to speak. 

(Continued on page 22) 
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IT’S AN AFRICAN BIBLE 
L. O. Keidel 


Many of the customs of the Hebrews 
seemed strange to me before I came to Con- 
go. Now I understand. 

Take names for instance. In choosing 
names for our children, preference or taste 
is the primary thing. With the African the 
name is generally determined by circum- 
stance. As an example, three or four of a 
mother’s children all die at birth. The first 
one which lives would likely be named 
“Nkitabungi’ which means “many graves.” 
A child born at the time of heated family 
feuding would likely be named “Lukana” or 
enmity. The child of a man who has been 
the “black sheep” of his family is logically 
named ‘“Mukengeshai”—one who causes 
grief or suffering. A tiny baby is often 





Evangelist Mulami 


named “Kakese” that is, very small. One 
of the more successful native evangelists of 
our region is a pitiable cripple. He is club 
footed as well as club handed. When he 
was born they named him “Shidi” which 
means one who is suffering wrongfully or 
innocently. A man with two wives of ten 
finds jealousy a characteristic of home life— 
jealousy over the matter of childbirth. When 
the more abused wife finally gives birth to 
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a child, in triumph of recompense would 
name it “Mukau”—enmity or jealousy. 

Now take a look at the Bible. God 
changed Abram’s name to Abraham which 
means “father of many nations.” (Gen. 17:5) 
At first Isaac and Rebecca named one of 
their twin sons “Jacob” which means “sup- 
planter,” and the which he truly proved to 


be. But he was later named Israel (Prince 
of God) because of his commendable 
wrestling with the angel. (Gen. 32:28) 


Jacob found that two wives meant an un- 
happy home life. There was much jealousy 
over this matter of childbirth. Leah bare 
Reuben (see a son), Simeon (hearing), Levi 
(joined), and Judah (praise), each named 
thus with purpose. (Gen. 29:32-35) Then 
Rachel conceived a plan whereby she might 
be vindicated, and each child born thereby 
was given a name bearing upon circum- 
stance. (See Genesis 30 and marginal notes.) 
This custom was almost consistently fol- 
lowed all through the Old Testament it 
seems—yea even to the angel’s announce- 
ment to Mary in Matthew 1:21 that her 
child should be called Jesus (saviour) for 
“He shall save His people from their sins.” 


Childbirth is a very natural thing in the 
life and speech of the African. About a 
campfire or huddled inside a hut one over- 
hears the conversation running along such 
lines just as freely as along the lines of a 
recent journey or the purchase of a pig or 
chicken. Marriage is solely for the purpose 
of building a family. The woman who can- 
not bear children is the object of open and 
merciless ridicule by the mothers who live 
about her. Barrenness is a great reproach. 
A husband is thus justified in taking a 
second wife. Many of our Christian men 
are thus sorely tried and occasionally one 
casts his faith overboard that he might get 
a wife who gives him better prospects of 
a family. The woman is always held at 
fault. 

Do you not recognize how this parallels 
the Old Testament accounts? Are we not 
a bit shocked at its frankness and natural- 
ness of expressionin dealing with such top- 
ics? Abraham was quite concerned about 
having no heir, and in spite of God’s prom- 
ise, took Hagar to wife. The shame of child- 
lessness led Lot’s two daughters into dis- 
graceful sin. The African I heard teach a 
Sunday School lesson on the birth of Samuel 
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had special understanding and appreciation 
of Hannah’s burden and prayer for a child. 
Rachel could no longer bear the ridicule 
and offending of her sister for her barren- 
ness, and thus agreed for another to bear 
in her stead. Later “God remembered 
Rachel” and when Joseph was born she re- 
joiced that “God hath taken away my re- 
proach.” Zacharias and Elizabeth in their 
old age rejoiced at the coming of a son. 
The angel said, ‘‘Thou shalt call his name 
John” (meaning Jehovah’s gracious gift) 
and Elizabeth replied that “The Lord hath 
looked on me to take away my reproach 
among men.” (Luke 1:13, 25) Finally, upon 
Abraham’s leaving the “south country” he 
prayed for its king Abimelech. God heard, 
and “they bare children,” doubtlessly to 
them a special token of divine blessing. 
(Gen. 20:17) 

The Congo Christian needs no commen- 
tary to help him understand these accounts. 
They are a part of his normal experience, 
They are told as he would tell them. I’m 


learning to understand them better—since. 


coming to Congo. —Banga 





. KAMAYALA STATION 

(Continued from page 3) 
Arthur Janz for a three-month building as- 
signment. Misses Bertha and Mary Miller 
of the M.B.C. church at Allentown, Penna., 
are accepted as C.I.M. missionaries as is also 
Mr. Victor Buck with Kamayala. There is 
a Leper Camp and orphanage there besides 
the usual missionary work. The Leper work 
is subsidized partially by the American 
Leprosy Missions and the Congo govern- 
ment. Kamayala is a day’s drive southwest 
of Mukedi. Please put Kamayala on your 
daily prayer list. 





CHILDREN’S WORK AT MUTENA 
Mrs. Esther Dick 


Greetings with Matthew 19:13-15, “Then 
were there brought unto him little children, 
that he should put his hands on them, and 
pray; and the disciples rebuked them. But 
Jesus said, Suffer little children, and forbid 
them not, to come unto me; for of such is 
the kingdom of heaven. And he laid his 
hands on them, and departed thence.” 

It is with rejoicing in our hearts that we 
read such passages showing us the love of 
Jesus for little children. 
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Children’s workers realize that the evan- 
gelization of children is a great and joyful 
task which has many possibilities. We praise 
the Lord for this work and see in these chil- 
dren the future leaders of our churches and 
nations. 

As never before cur hearts have been bur- 
dened for the souls of these children and we 
have had the privilege of seeing boys and 
girls in various groups come and confess 
their sin, humbly asking the Lord Jesus to 
forgive their sins and to come into their 
hearts. We praise the Lord for His miracle- 
working power. 

When teaching the lesson to the teachers of 
the various groups one of the points most 
emphasized is that when teaching the lesson . 
they should always remember to make plain 
the way of salvation and urge the children 
to accept ‘Christ. 


When our evangelists are called in to the 
station from their work in the various vil- 
lages we encourage them to have special 
children’s services in their respective vil- 
lages. Some of the evangelists are doing fine 
work. When we returned to the field about 
a year ago we were fortunate in being able 
to bring along a large number of picture 
rolls. We had planned to give only one pic- 
ture roll to each village even if there were 
three or four teachers in the same school. 
They were not satisfied with that. They ex- 


-plained that on the day they have special 


children’s services each teacher goes to a 
different village. This gives them an oppor- 
tunity to teach the village children not at- 
tending school as well as the school children.’ 
This one time we were able to supply each 
teacher with a picture roll and they were 
most grateful to us for these. They often tell 
us that picture rolls are a great help to them 
in teaching Bible lessons to the children. 


Frequently the spiritual leaders in the 
diamond mining camps will beg for picture 
rolls to be used to teach the children in the 
mining camps. We also make much use of 
them in our Sunday Schools and Bible class- 


es taught during the week. 


Pray much for your missionaries and Af- 
rican workers who are teaching the children, 
that each one of us might be found faith- 
ful in presenting the Word of God and in 
leading boys and girls to the saving knowl- 
edge of Jesus Christ. | 
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PICTURE ROLLS NEEDED 
Mutena par Tshikapa 
Dear Mr. Driver, 


I am writing this note in regards to my 
article on children’s work which I am en- 
closing. 


You will notice that we are quite enthusi- 
astic about the picture rolls. We really do 
find them very valuable, and wish that we 
could give each one of our evangelists in the 
village schools at least two rolls a year. So 
far we have been able to give them only one 
every few years. 


We have not received any picture rolls this 
term. We have on hand only those which we 
brought out. Last term, however, we found 
that some churches sent used picture rolls 
and some of them had ordered them from 
companies that did not produce good pic- 
tures. Some of the pictures were so vague 
that even after reading the scripture lesson 
one wondered about the picture. Some, of 
course, again were excellent pictures. We 
made it a point to find out which company 
had good pictures. The Standard Publishing 
Company at Cincinnati, Ohio, offered us back 
date picture rolls at cost price which was 25 
cents a roll. They also offered them to us in 
lots of 50 and tran have them sent right to 
the field. Since we were packing at the time 
we found it very convenient to slip them into 
a barrel, but if anyone would be interested 
in buying some they might appreciate itif the 
company sent them right out. So far we have 
found that the Standard Publishing Company 
and the Scripture Press have the best picture 
rolls suited for our Africans. 


I had intended to make an appeal in my 
article and then came to the conclusion that 
maybe it would be best to write to you about 
this matter then you can do as you think 
best. I personally would not know how to 
get along without them. They are some of my 
most valuable children’s service material. 


Sincerely in Him, 
Mrs. Esther Dick. 


The wise people enjoy what little they 
have, while fools fight to own the earth. 
* * * 
Don’t whine at your one-half loaf. You 
can make delicious toast out of it. 


IT WOULD HAVE THRILLED ANY MIS- 
SIONARY ON FURLOUGH 


About two weeks ago I received a call 
from our pastor’s wife, Mrs. Suderman. She 
requested that I give her a list of small 
articles such as I might need to take back 
with me when returning to the field, such 
things as smaller children would like to 
contribute to the personal outfit of a mis- 
sionary. After a few days an invitation 
came to be the guest of honor at the chil- 
dren’s annual birthday party. Sixty-one, in- 
cluding the sponsors, gathered for the oc- 
casion. There was a period of joyful sing- 
ing, a season of prayer in which the little 
ones prayed for the missionaries and the 
children in faraway lands, there was a 
Scripture lesson and a missionary story. 
Then came the unwrapping of the gifts, by 
the way, the guest of honor received all the 
gifts that night with the understanding that 
she share them with the African children. 
Out of that pile of small and large packages 
piled up neatly on the center table came 
such articles as pins, needles, spools of 
thread, scissors, bias tape, colors, paper clips, 
thumb tacks, rolls of wax paper, paper nap- 
kins, plastic refrigerator bags and many 
more useful articles. I cannot mention them 
all. Yes, there was also on the center table 
a large birthday cake and sufficient orange 
juice so that each one could have a piece 
of cake and a glass of juice. It thrilled my 
heart and encouraged me greatly to see 
how happy and sincere the little ones were 
in their desire and eagerness to help. I am 
confident that it also did something for the 
children. They realized that they too may 
have an active part in the missionary pro- 
gram of the church. I’m sure it would have 
thrilled the heart of any missionary on 
furlough. Perhaps some other group would 
like to try something like this when their 
missionary is home on furlough. I am con- 
fident they would all be blessed, it would 
create missionary interest in the hearts of 
the children and their parents as well, and 
it would bring encouragement to the Lord’s 
servant. 


Sincerely in Him, 
Anna Quiring. 


A good hearty laugh has the essence of 
all the alphabet of vitamins. 
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EFFECTUAL WITNESSING 





REV. R. L. HARTZLER 
Field Secretary Central Conference 
Secretary C.IL.M. Board 


“Ye shall be witnesses unto Me.” 

The role of a witness is to support the 
claims of another, to substantiate, to con- 
vince. In judicial procedure the person in 
question states his case. Then witnesses are 
summoned to corroborate, support, establish 
that which he has averred, in order that 
the proper persons may be assured, con- 
vinced that the case is as he has said. A 
witness, then, is to be a convincer to those 
who question or challenge the claims of an- 
other. So the Master said in essence, “Here 
is a world which not only needs to be 
brought to know of Me and what I can do 
for men, but it also needs to be brought 
to believe, to be convinced; and you are the 
ones to do the convincing.’ 


There are two tests of a good witness. 
One is the kind of person he has been, 
the kind of life he has led, before he is 
called upon to testify. It seems a common 
human trait for folk to be continually tak- 








ing the measure of each other. All of the 
things one sees in, hears from, or hears 
about another go to make up one’s rating 
of him. So it is, that each one has his rat- 
ing among those who know him and his as- 
sertiens and versions pass accordingly 
among them with force or reservation. 

Jesus pressed this matter home when He 
said that a disciple’s bearing among his 
fellows should be such that with them his 
“Yea is yea; and Nay, nay”; 
whenever more than this is necessary; some- 
thing of evil is present. A good witness is 
first of all a good man. 


The second test is his firsthand knowledge 
of the matter in question, gained by actual 
experience or observation. The value of his 
testimony is not in what he thinks, believes, 
has heard, read, or supposes. He will be 
quickly shut off if he starts out on that. 
What the court wants to know is what he 
himself actually knows, what he personally 
saw, heard or found in relation to the mat- 
ter or person in question. That is the meas- 
ure, great or small, of his real testimony. 


Someone has said that our witnessing for 
Christ is not so much a matter of What, as 
of Whom. “Our gospel is not a dry recital 
of facts, or of sacred history, though we 
are interested in the historical foundations 


of Christianity. Our gospel is fundamental-: 


ly a testimony to what has taken place 
within us, to the work of Jesus Christ in our 
hearts and lives today. In that lies our 
witness that He lives, and that He is able 
to do His declared work in the lives of men 
new, as He did in the first century of the 
Christian era.” 


The world which He called those first 
witnesses to convince was for them a large, 
checkered and difficult world. For one thing, 
there were their own people steeped in the 
traditions and edicts of the rabbis, with their 
religious narrowness, their pride of race, 
their exclusive attitude toward others, the 
formality and unreality for their religious 
profession, yet regarding themselves as the 
only ones in whom the Lord God had any 
interest at all. The stubborn resistance of 


and that. 
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that wall of religiosity and prejudice they 
were soon to find, but to the task of being 
convincers to such as that, were they called. 


Round about was the large Gentile world 
with its ignorance, superstition and corrup- 
tion. St. Paul grew up in such a setting 
and in Rom. 1:21-32 he gives the most strik- 
ing picture of paganism in’ the entire New 
Testament. Again he sums it up, ‘Their 
purposes are futile, their intelligence is 
darkened, they are estranged from the life 
of God by the ignorance which their dullness 
of heart has produced in them,—men who 
have recklessly abandoned themselves io 
sensuality, with a lust for impurity in every 
form.” (Eph. 4:18-19, Moffatt). To such as 
these they were to be the message bearers, 
and withal the convincers. 

Then there was the Roman world, the 
world of the super-state, built up and main- 
tained by force. Rome had imposed its 
rigorous will on many a conquered people. 
Military domination, civil jurisdiction, and 
economic exaction were visited upon such 
hapless folk as Rome saw fit. Evidences of 
unrest or open resistance were summarily 
suppressed and the inciters of reaction were 
made a gruesome public example. More and 
more men found themselves subjected to the 
policy that the state was all, and they but 
the helpless pawns in its clutches. In a 
world so dominated Jesus called upon His 
followers to give out the Good News, and 
to it to be His convincers. 


Is our world essentially different? We 
have far too much religious form without 
ferce, too much ynreality, too much racial 
snobbishness and social respectability with a 
mere tincture of Christianity mixed in. 
We have the great world of men in civilized 
countries, aS well as in heathen lands whose 
“surposes are futile, whole intelligence is 
darkened, who are estranged from the life 
of God by the ignorance which their dull- 
ness of heart has produced in them.” And 
we have the super-state with its increasing 
permeation and domination of life, and ruth- 
less resort to force to establish and main- 
tain its full control. And we, too, in such a 
world are to be the convincers. 


To bring the matter home, let us pose the 
issue in a court setting. Jesus Christ is on 
trial today before the Court of World Opin- 
ion. In the jury box are representatives of 
the contesting forces of capital and labor, 
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representatives of militarism, secularism, 
communism, and heathenism; representatives 
of other rival religions, of the oppressed, 
the homeless, the destitute, and the vile. 

The Master states His case, He declares 
that He came into the world as the divine 
Son of God to open a door of salvation unto 
men, that He is Himself that door and that 
all who enter thereby shall be saved, that 
He can give to men the high privilege of 
becoming sons of God, that apart from Him 
there is no other way, that of all who come 
to Him He will cast none out, and those 
who come in sincerity and truth find rest 
for their souls. 

Then the witnesses are called, you and I, 
and all the rest. In turn we each one tell 
what we personally know through experi- 
ence with Him about the truth of His claims, 
whether we have truly found He can really 
do what He says. Thus we state our case, 
knowing the while that all we have been 
and done adds weight to, or detracts from 
the force of our testimony. Then the jury 
retires. On the basis of the testimony given, 
what sort of verdict will they return? You 
fear it? Yet we are to be His witnesses, 
we are His only convincers. 


AFRICAN TABOOS FOR MOTHERS . 


Do not break the neck of a fish in dress- 
ing it, or your child may be born with a stiff 
neck. Splitting firewood or the head of a 
slain animal might result in a cleft palate 
The father should first fortify himself by 
placing a sliver of wood over his ear, and 
then he is safe. Upon no condition must 
either touch a corpse, or minister in any 
way in death. Do not eat porcupine which 
has smothered in a trap, or the child will die 
of smothering. If the child has a vicious eat- 
ing ulcer, sometimes going through the bone 
in a very short time, it is a sure indica- 


' tion that the mother must have stepped over 


the excreta of a leopard at some time. The 
remedy is a concoction made with “leopard 
grass.” 

Be very careful, says Grandmother, about 
walking over a pitted surface, or toasting 
your shins over a fire made with pitted wood, 
if your child is to have a smooth skin, free 
from spots and blemishes! Ah, the shame, 
when the little skin is blemished! Mutes re- 
sult from the mother’s indiscretion in eating 

(Continued on page 23) 
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BEGINNINGS OF CONGO INLAND 
MISSION AS TOLD BY 


Mrs. Sarah Kroeker Anderson, R.N. 


(Sara Kroeker’s farewell was held from 
the Grace Mennonite Church, Chicago, May 
15, 1912. Forty years later she was present 
for the farewell service of her niece, Dr. 
Elvina Neufeld Martens, leaving from the 
same church for the same field. Three other 
nieces of Mrs. Anderson are also C.I.M. Mis- 
sionary Nurses. They are Aganetha, Lena 
and Sara Friesen. Here Sarah Kroeker An- 
derson, recalls the early days of her Mis- 
sionary career.—EDITOR.) 

I will take my thoughts back, with the 
help of my day book, to the 23rd of January, 
1913. On that day four new missionaries, 
Mr. and Mrs. Jansen, Mr. Herr and myself 
arrived at Djoko Punda with the Lapsely; 
the first trip that the Lapsely made to Djoko 
Punda, (Mr. KcKinnon). Mr. and Mrs. Haigh 
were at the river to meet us. Mrs. Haigh 
Was very pale and thin. She had just got- 
ten up from a very bad attack of dysentery 
caused by eating too many cooked sweet po- 
ato leaves, 

We walked up that steep hill out in the 
deep forest to the little place which they 
called the Mission Station. We found two 
little grass huts. In one of the huts was 
Brother Stevenson, who had a very high 
fever and was very weak. He was not able 
to speak loudly for his voice was nearly 
gone. Other buildings included a small din- 
ing room which was almost ready for use, 
and a storeroom which was in the process 
of being built. 

Brother and Sister Jansen had to live in 
that dining room and Mr. Herr under the 
sticks of the storeroom, covering them with 
a piece of a tent. For me, we put up a 
little tent in the woods. We placed the tent 
close to Brother Stevenson’s grass hut so 
that I could hear his bell at night if he 
needed anything. How much I wished, then, 
that there was a doctor close by, but there 
wasn’t even a doctor at Luebo. 


Mr. Stevenson’s chills came every day and 
his fever was very high. Naturally, his 
strength was failing fast. He could not get 
the food he needed because the natives 
were wild and were afraid to bring. things 
to the white people. They brought hardly 
any supplies and the mission had no live- 
stock of its own as yet. One day the natives 
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brought a piece of a pig that had a little 
fat on it, so Mr. Stevenson bought it even 
though it already had a strong odor. 

He said, “I must have something to eat 
that has a little fat on it.” He had a crav- 
ing for it so he ate it with good taste. 


It took such a long time for things to 
come from the U. S. A. I remember the 
first Sunday I had cooked dried lima beans 
and I brought a dish of them to Mr. Steven- 
son. I can still see those smiles on his face. 
How glad he was to get some real food. I 
asked him if there was anything that I could 
cook or make for him. 

He said, “Yes, there are many things I 
would like but I know you cannot make 
them as you do not have the butter or other 
things to make them with. Can you make 
me a loaf of bread with raisins, butter and 
eggs in it?” 

I said, “I will try,” and I went through 


my baggage, found all the things I needed 


and made him his bread. He thought he 
could get better if he could only have more 
good food. He waited so patiently for 
medicine which he had ordered from sings 
land but he waited in vain. 


On Sunday, February 16, the people from 
the Company Kasai, near the river, came up 
for a meeting about 3:00 o’clock P. M. We 
did not have a church shed built yet so we 
held our meeting out in the open on a 
small spot next to Mr. Stevenson’s hut. We 
put some logs down for the natives to sit 
on and we missionaries sat on the porch. 
Mr. Stevenson sat in his steamer chair and 
watched out the window and could see the * 
little crowd sitting out there and could hear 
their singing. 

I remember just a few days before when 
I was trying to make him comfortable. I 
could see that he wanted to tell me some- 
thing. 

He looked at me with such joy in his 
face and said, “Miss Kroeker, I am sick and 
may have to leave this earth soon. I see 
a vision. Today there are only a few peo- 
ple here, just three or four boys. The mis- 
sionaries who wanted to do great work out 
here started two stations at the same time. 
(Mr. Haigh and Mr. Stevenson had been at 
Kalamba already and Mr. Haigh and Mr. 
Herr left for Kalamba after we had been 
at Djoko only about two weeks.) “And 
now,” he said, “you find one missionary 
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near death’s door and Mrs. Haigh not very 
strong. But do not get discouraged. You 
will have your hands full as Mrs. Jansen is 
expecting a little one, and Mrs. Haigh a 
little later, and. you are the only one to 
take care of all of the sick. The Lord will 
help you and give you many years of labor 
and work in the Congo. And I see another 
vision. These few boys will grow to thou- 
sands and a big church will grow out of 
these few logs and houses will be growing 
up instead of these trees.” All these proph- 
ecies have come true. 

Shortly after this meeting on February 16, 
I gave him his supper and talked with him a 
little. I said, “I am so happy and feel so good. 
I enjoyed the meeting so much!” I left him 
then and was not gone for more than ten or 
fifteen minutes when a boy came running 
and said, ‘‘Mundele” dropped his head. We, 
Mr. Jansen and I, put him on his bed but his 
spirit had fled to be with the Lord. How 
quick! One never expected it so soon. 


This presented new problems as we had no 
boards with which to build a coffin. Also, 


Mr. Haigh and Mr, Herr were at Kalamba 


and so we had no carpenter. It was a good 


thing that a wooden crate had come with a. 


push-push for Miss Doering. That was quick- 
ly taken apart and rebuilt for the coffin. We 
lined it with sheets and grass. After finishing 
the coffin we prepared Mr. Stevenson for 
burial. We put on his best white suit and by 
midnight he was ready to be placed in the 
coffin. 


We called the company men from Com- 
pany Kasai, near the river, and they came up 
early in the morning with men to make a 
path in the woods and a grave. We thought 
we had made the grave far out in the woods 
but now it is in the middle of the station. 
The burial services were held at 10:00 o’clock 
A.M., on February 17. Mrs. Haigh spoke in 
the Tshiluba language and Mr. Jansen in 
English. Four white men from the river, four 
missionaries and about 40 natives were pres- 
ent. The natives were mostly from the Com- 
pany Kasai men. 


Mr. Haigh and Mr. Herr were in Kalamba 
starting to build a house as there was no 
house nor a church built yet. Mr. Haigh 
soon came back to Djoko, but, during the 
time he was at Kalamba a native had died 
and Mr. Herr had been blamed for the death. 
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Rev. and Mrs. Oscar Anderson in retirement, 

Mrs. Anderson wearing two medals received 

from Belgian Government honoring her 
services in the field of Nursing. 


The helper of Mr. Herr came in one morn- 
ing and said that he had much pain in his 
stomach. Mr. Herr had brought some good 
medicine along so he gave the boy a dose. 
Instead of getting better, the boy died that 
evening. The father of the boy blamed the 
white man for the death of his son. Mr. Herr, 
not knowing the language, did not under- 
stand. Mr. Haigh did understand, however, 
and explained to the father that the boy was 
sick and had died of his sickness. Mr. Haigh 
even took some of the medicine, showing the 
father that he did not die from it, but that 
did not prove anything to the native. He had 
no faith in our medicine yet and the only 
proof would be for Mr. Herr to drink a cup 
of the native medicine. (A test) 

Mr. Haigh thought the matter had been 


. settled before he left Kalamba but just a 


short time later a messenger came from 
Tshikapa saying that they had carried Mr. 
Herr to Tshikapa very sick and with large 
holes in his throat. It seems Mr. Herr had 
taken in the brother of the dead boy to help 
him cook his food. The boy cooked some 
palm nuts for Mr. Herr. After Mr. Herr had 
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eaten only a few it started to burn in his 
throat like fire, he said, and he couldn’t eat 
anymore. 

During the night he became very sick in 
his stomach so he called Mutombo who was 
sleeping next door in a hut. Mutombo did 
not hear him but the father of the dead boy 
did. He went to Mutombo and told him that 
his Mundele was very sick and that he 
should take him out into the woods and let 
him die there. 

“Tf he dies here the State will come and 
make a palaver and we will be killed,” he 
said. He knew what he had put into the palm 
nuts before he gave them to his boy to cook 
for his Mundele. But Mutombo did not obey 
his father and, instead, got two men and 
together they carried Mr. Herr to Tshikapa 
and there we received word that he was. too 
sick to be transported further. 


We sent some medicine to him to gargle 
and to take internally. He stayed there until 
we got a hammock to him and brought him 
back to Djoko. He still had big sores in his 
throat and was sick for a long time. And, so, 
Kalamba was left again. 


Mr. Jansen was very busy building a grass 
house so they would have something to live 
in when he suddenly took sick and had to 
quit. Mr. Haigh was tearing the grass of Mr. 
Stevenson’s old house and digging out a 
piece of the mud floor, in general, making it 
a more fit place to live in. We felt that the 
leaky roof of Mr. Stevenson’s house may 
have been the cause of his sickness and re- 
sulting death. Our purpose was to try to rid 
the house of germs and make it rainproof. 
Mr. Haigh had made only a temporary dwell- 
ing by laying wet grass over a mosquito net. 
So, you see, we did need better housing. 


On April 13, Mrs. Jansen became sick and 
had a high fever. On the 14th her baby was 
born. Her temperature was over 104 degrees 
and she had a “splitting”? headache. At 1:00 
o’clock P.M., Mr. Jansen and I, standing at 
her bedside and knowing that the baby was 
near, put as many hot water bottles around 
her as we could find room for. Still she was 
shivering so badly that the bed shook. I 
lowered myself and asked her, “Sister Jan- 
sen, do you want us to pray?” 

She said, ‘Pray, as Satan is here and tells 
me I must die.” We knelt down in faith and 
cried to the Lord for help. Sister Jansen 
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quieted down and we felt that the Lord was 
there. Mrs. Jansen then told us to remove the 
bottles and the blankets as she felt much bet- 
ter. An hour later the baby was born. All 
was well except that the baby’s heart was 
weak.. We worked with the infant until about 
10:00 o’clock A.M. when its little life passed. 
away. The Lord gave and the Lord took and. 
we praised His holy name. 

Mrs. Jansen still had some fever but it 
went down gradually and she was regaining 
her health normaily when, a few days later, 
she came down with fever and rheumatism. 
She had to go back to bed again and it was 
lucky that their grass hut was far enough 
finished that they could live in it. 


Mr. and Mrs. Haigh lived in Mr. Stevenson’s. . 
grass hut and I lived in the palm leaf hut. 
that the Haighs had lived in before. This hut: 
had been built over a tent so that it wouldn’t 
be so hot, but the tent had been taken away 
and it was very hot now. One night I was: 
awake almost all night. The next day I fell. 
asleep in my hut over the noon hour. Mrs. 
Haigh, passing by, heard me moaning as if F 
Was very sick. She awakened me immediate- 
ly and when I opened my eyes, everything 
turned in my head and I had a very bad. 
headache. ° 

She said, ‘“You cannot sleep in here at noon 
any more, it will kill you.” From then on I 
stayed awake at noons and studied the lan- 
guage. 

June 4, the Jansens and Mr. Herr, who was: 
so much better, started back to Kalamba. On. 
June 8, Mrs. Haigh took sick at. 1:00 o’clock 
P.M. and the baby was born at 4:00 o’clock:, 
P.M. All went well and it was a nice baby- 
boy. During her pregnancy, Mrs. Haigh had" 
been unable to take quinine and therefore: 
suffered from malaria the whole time. This. 
cleared up a few days after the baby was 
born. However, after ten days the fever re- 
turned and this time the baby got a fever: 
too. He was only two weeks old and his: 
fever was so high that he lay there uncon- 
scious. 

In the meantime, Mr. Haigh had been 
summoned to Matadi where a great deal of’ 
cargo had come in and there was no one 
there to take care of it. Dr. Simms had‘ 
written and said, “Come at once and look: 
after your cargo.” There was no way out 
so Mr. Haigh left as soon as Mrs. Haigh was 
able to get up after the baby came. There- 
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I was left with a sick mother and a baby 
all alone. 

Then one day, when I was particularly 
fatigued, a messenger came from Luebo and 
asked for my help in a baby case. There 
was just one nurse there and she was afraid 
to be alone. I wrote them that it was im- 
possible for me to come as I was alone with 
two sick people. The Lord heard and an- 
swered prayer. 


On another day when I was quite worn 
out and discouraged because of my wear- 
iness, I went into the woods all alone while 
the sick ones were asleep. I: went far 
enough so that no one could hear me and 
there I wrestled with the Lord and offered 
myself anew upon the altar for Congo. I 
was rested and quiet when I came back and 
was pleased to find both patients sleeping. 
Praise the Lord for answering prayer. 


When Mr. Haigh returned with the cargo 
we received many things and some boys 


even came and wanted to work for us. Quite - 


a few sick people had been treated on the 
porch of my little palm leaf shed and then 
Mr. Haigh started to build a mud house in- 
stead of the grass hut. Mr. Herr came back 
from Kalamba again because the people did 
not want him there. The Jansens were afraid 
that something tragic might happen to all of 
them if he stayed so they decided that he 
should return to Djoko and do work in 
surrounding villages. 


After Haigh’s mud house was ready to 
live in they moved into that and I moved 
into their old grass hut. This hut had only 
one room. We also built a shed where we 
could hold our meetings. School for our 
house boys we had on the porch. There 
were eight or ten plus the men who worked 
for us and also some from the Company 
Kasai who wanted education. For this pur- 
pose I started an evening school from seven 
to nine. Quite a few of the men learned 
to read. Just when I was getting along 
nicely with the evening class and the 
language, (Mrs. Haigh was teaching the day 
school when she was strong enough), the 
men came from Kalamba with a letter for 
me. It said that Mrs. Jansen was expecting 
another baby and since she wasn’t getting 
along very well they wanted me to come 
and help out there. 


At that time I was having much trouble 
with sores on my feet and both of them 
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were wrapped. Even Mr. Stevenson’s old 
shoes were too small to put on my sore feet. 


Mrs. Haigh said, “It is impossible. You 
cannot go.” I told her that if it was the 
Lord’s will He would heal my feet. I 
soaked my feet in hot water and prayed at. 
the same time. I went to bed and the next 
day, Sunday, I took good care of them, 
packing at the same time. I did not have 
much to pack as my things had not yet 
arrived. (It took two years for things to 
come from America and when my things 
did arrive the boxes had been opened and 
all the shoes had been taken out. I had to 
continue to use Mr. Stevenson’s old shoes.) 
On Monday morning I was ready with my 
baggage and a hammock had been made for 
me. Mr. Herr and I started out and my 
feet did not bother me the whole trip. If 
we walk in the path of the Lord, He will 
take care of our feet. 


We reached Kalamba safely. Mr. Jansen 
had built a little mud house which was 
much cooler than my grass hut at Djoko. 
Also, there was room for me to put my 
boxes. Many people came to welcome us. 
Mrs. Jansen was fairly well and this time 
I gave her a little quinine thinking it would 
keep her from having the same fever which. 
she had the last time. 


We started real school right away and the 
children came. They had had school before 
but when the Lord’s work starts, Satan is. 
not asleep and that was the case at Kalamba 
too. There was darkness and it took some 
time for the light to break through. The 
heathen drums were going every night as 
well as the dances and instead of going 
further away they came nearer. One night 
they came as slow as the corner of the 
mission station and we did not get a bit of 
sleep into our eyes that night. 


In the morning Mr. Jansen said, “I am 
going to drive that witch doctor away.” 
One of the house boys felt brave enough to 
say, “I am going with you.” They went 
and the witch doctor became very angry 
with Mr. Jansen but Mr. Jansen would not 
give in. He showed the witch doctor that 
he had some matches and that he set every- 
thing on fire if he and his tribe did not 
hurry away. The witch doctor decided to 
leave and the house boy who had gone along 
with Mr. Jansen laughed for joy that there 
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was one who was stronger than the witch 
doctor, 

A little later that same boy went out to 
call the school people by means of a horn. 
(We did not have a bell at that time.) As 
the people came from the village they said 
to him, “Have you heard what the witch 
doctor has said?” He said, “No.” The witch 
doctor said, “The white man I cannot kill. 
He has a greater Spirit than I have, but the 
boy that was with him—he will die before 
evening. I have put medicine in his way 
and he cannot get away.” 


The boy came crying and screaming and 
he threw himself before the feet of the 
missionaries saying, “I must die, I must die.” 
He became as stiff as a board, his head 
turned backward and he foamed at the 
mouth. There was a great crowd around 
crying and screaming, “Now he dies and 
that is the fault of the white people. After 
he is dead we are going to kill the white 
people or chase them away.” 


The Jansens were all alone in this crisis 
and they took the boy and carried him into 
a room. They put him on a mat and we 
knelt down and cried to the Lord and put 
our hands on his heart. It was beating very 
hard. They continued to pray and the boy 
quieted down some. They tried to get him 
on. his knees but this was impossible. The 
boy said, “If you take your hands away 
then that awful pain comes again, but when 
you have your hands on my body then the 
pain goes and I feel better.” They prayed 
more until the boy, himself, could get on 
his knees and pray and then the victory 
came. 


The boy was able to get up himself and 
say, “Yes, Satan was here to kill me as he 
killed that little girl in the village just a 
short time ago.” Mrs. Jansen said that she 
had seen the chief’s sister die in a short 
time. This girl had seen the same medicine 
that the boy had seen. The boy then said, 
“But you see, the white people have come 
with good news, and they teach us how to 
pray to Jesus who is stronger than Satan.” 
Everyone went home thinking about these 
words. After this incident our school grew 
from day to day. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jansen had other very hard 
days. For one thing, the natives at Kalamba 
had not been paying their taxes as they 
should have. The chiefs thought it was un- 
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necessary and that they were stronger than 
the State. They did not like to work for the 
white men and often the chief would call 
out in the morning, “Nobody is going to 
work for the missionaries today.” And no- 
body did anything all day. As a-result of 
this unfriendliness the Jansens felt they 
should put windows and doors on their al- 
most completed house. Their boxes had 
finally come from Djoko and they were go- 
ing to use the boards from these boxes for 
their doors and windows. 


It was while they were unpacking these 
boxes that a State man came and said, “I 
have come to take the chief away in chains 
and you will have to leave the place too, 
as I do not have soldiers to leave with you 
here. I am going tomorrow at 9:00 o’clock 
A. M. and another State man is going to 
take the other chief to Luluabourg and they 
must be taken at the same time or else there 
will be an uprising.” The Jansens sent their 


_ boy out to get a chicken for supper but 


warned him not to tell this story to anyone. 


About a half hour later, however, the 
chiefs and the big men all came to say 
“muoyo” (the native greeting) to the State 
man. The State man asked them if they had 
the money ready to pay the taxes and all 
of them said, ‘We have no money to pay 
the State,” and they all talked at once and 
thought they were very big. The State 
man called his few soldiers and told them 
to catch both chiefs and tie them to his 
hammock and to tie some of the others to 
his boxes. He then told the Jansens to be , 
ready in a few minutes to leave everything, | 
get hammock. men, throw themselves in and 
try to get over the river before dark. 


The Jansens sent for Mutombo to get men 
but he was in the village looking for a 
chicken. While he was there the whole mob 
met him and almost killed him. When he 
finally reached the station the Jansens had 
the hammocks there but the natives took one 
and cut it to pieces and that left only one 
between them. The State men had both of 
the chiefs on their hammocks. The State 
men pointed a gun at the biggest chief and 
told him to tell the people not to do any- 
thing to the soldiers nor anyone else. Just 
then Mrs. Jansen saw one of the natives aim- 
ing a knife at one of the soldiers. One of 
the other soldiers saw this too and shot the 
native. He fell down and was dead. Mrs. 
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Jansen wanted to stop to see if anything 
could be done for the native but everyone 
teld her that there was not time to stop if 
she wanted to save her own life. When 


| they reached the river the boat was on 
' the other side so some of the natives had 


to swim across and bring it back. It was 


| dark when they finally reached the other 


| side so they stopped for the night. 


They 
started out early the next morning. The 
State man was afraid the whole Lulua vil- 


| lage would follow them but the whole mob 


was lost. One chief was riding in the ham- 


' mock and the other was holding on. It 


seemed like an endless journey to the State 


' post but they finally reached it. All had to 
_ stay there until the chiefs were put in jail 


at Luebo. The natives began feeling sorry 
for the Jansens because they thought that 
they had been put in jail just like the chiefs. 
Mr. Jansen visited the chiefs and one of 
them asked him why he was there. Mr. 
Jansen told him that they had not wanted 
to come but that the State man had told 
them that they had to and now they had 
to wait until the State man said they could 
go. In this way he won the confidence of 
the chief and the chief sent word back to 


Kalamba that no one should touch anything 


of the white people’s. Mutombo said that 
at first the natives were going to take every- 
thing and destroy the house but when this 
word came they forgot all about it and 
even sent word to the State man and told 
him to let the missionaries come back. When 
they were allowed to return they received a 
friendly reception. 


After this stubborn chief was in jail at 
Luebo, the mission work seemed to go much 
better. However, I did have some very hard 
cases and some very sick people. There was 
one woman who had been in labor for three 
days and finally one of the school boys came 
and told me about it. I went out to see her 
and there she was lying in a mud hole like 
a pig. They had pulled on her four limbs 
and stuffed her mouth so that she could 
ework and when all her strength was gone 
they poured water on her and left her. I 
got some of the women to help me and we 
carried her in the house and put her on a 
mat and cleaned her up. We told all of the 
people to leave. When the poor woman re- 


gained consciousness she wanted to put her 


arms around me and hold me. She said, “If 
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you leave me, they will kill me.” I stayed 
with her and helped her. Her baby was born 
dead. It took almost a month to get her back 
on her feet again. Otherwise, our work was 
going along normally and the three mission- 
aries were quite well. Then in August, Mrs. 
Jansen had her baby boy and all was fine. 
She and the baby were both well and we 
went along with our usual work again. 


New missionaries, Mr. Anderson and Mr. 
Johnston, had come to Djoko as Mr. and Mrs. 
Haigh wanted to go on furlough. After Mr. 
Johnston knew a little of the language he 
would come to Kalamba and help us. He ar- 
rived near Christmas. When he came he 
could not speak much Tshiluba yet so we 
missionaries decided that we wanted to start 
a Bible class in the evening in English with 
Mr. Johnston as the teacher. After we had 
had this class foratime we decided that we 
ought to have special meetings with the na- 
tives. They seemed to think that as soon as 
they could read the Lord’s prayer they were 
ready to be baptized and we had to teach 
them differently. We said, “No, all of your 
deeds showed that you are not true children 
of God.” 

We then started a special prayer meeting 
in connection with our Bible study but Satan 
was strong. He put so much tiredness into 
our bodies that we could not hold out in 
prayer. The third evening Mr. Johnston be- 
came discouraged and when we got up from 
our knees he opened his Bible and the Lord 
spoke to us through His own Word—‘Make 
ditches, you will see no rain but I will fill 
the ditches with water that you may drink, 
both you and all with you.” (Not exactly the 
correct words.) “Make ditches,’—it was like 
a spear going through our hearts and we 
broke down in tears. We went down on our 
knees again and confessed our sins to the 
Lord and one to another. We did not even 
realize that it was almost midnight and 
we left, longing for the next night and so 
every night. 


Sunday morning we started our revival 
meetings. We three were taking turns speak- 
ing and now it was my turn. None of us 
could speak well yet, but that Sunday I on- 
ly needed to open my mouth and the Lord 
put the words into it. I had the picture of 
Jonah in Nineveh hanging on the wall. 
Everybody was quiet and the church was 
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quite full, even Leta and the other chief’s 
sons were sitting there. When the meeting 
was over the people came and asked me why 
I spoke such hard words to them. I told them 
that it was the Lord who had spoken them. 
At noon the boys asked me why we had 
prayed so late the evening before and the 
evening before that. I told them that we had 
prayed for them that the dear Lord might 
show them their lost condition, and that He 
might give us wisdom to show them the right 
way. We had our evening meeting and after- 
wards we went to have another prayer meeting 
for ourselves and when we arose there was 
someone knocking on the door. We opened 
the door and saw our house boys standing 
there. They said to us, “Won’t you pray for 
uS aS we are big sinners and we want you to 
ask the Lord to forgive us.” We went back 
into the house gladly and fell on our knees 
again. They confessed their sins and cried to 
the Lord for forgiveness. Some prayed two 
and three times until they finally felt and 
believed that the Lord had forgiven them. 
When they went out others were outside 
waiting for us to pray with them. Each night 
after that we had many more at these meet- 
ings because these boys had gone out and 
told of their experience. We had two weeks 
of blessed meetings. Many idols were 
brought in and burned and those who were 
willing to accept the Lord had great joy. We, 
as missionaries, had received strength and 
joy unspeakable, and all went well in the 
work. 

I remember one morning my little boy 
came and told me that he had seen me com- 
ing home from prayer meeting. He thought 
I was alone but he saw two others going 
with me. One was in bright shining clothes 
and the other was in dark clothes. When 
I went in the dark one stayed outside and 
the white one went near the door. Then 
the dark one had to flee. The little boy said, 
“The angel watched the door so that Satan 
could not enter and do you any harm.” So 
he prayed that God would send him an 
angel to watch over him. 

Just when we were having these blessed 
meetings, Mr. Herr came with Miss Moster 
to take my place. Since the Haighs were 
going on furlough, I was to return to Djoko 
to help Mr. Anderson and the Jansens would 
stay at Kalamba. Miss Lundberg was also 
to be at Djoko. Mr. H. Carlson had come 


‘Edgard, and Mr. Tolefson. 
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for me and said we could make the trip in 
five days. We arrived in Djoko Punda in 
time to see the Haighs before they left. Mr. 
Anderson was there to meet us at the brick 
yard.and was making bricks at the time. 


Our trip was rather hard because we had 
a big rain. I remember Mr. Herr saying, 
“Sarah, you don’t even make a shadow any- 
more, you are so thin.” But, I was well and 
light on my feet and didn’t mind walking 
up the hill and through the mud. When we 
came to a stream the natives said, “We 
cannot go through the water. It is too 
deep.” We had to, though, so I sat on a box 
and the men lifted the box and walked 


across the stream. The water came up to 


their necks but we got across safely. We 
did not stop for rain once. And then we 
had one Sunday with the Haighs before the 
boat took them home. 

We continued with. the work at Djoko. 
There were no married people at Djoko 
Punda so Mr. Anderson and I decided we 
should make a home together. We wrote to 
Dr. Morrison at Luebo and he was very 
much in favor of Our marriage and con- 
sented to perform the ceremony. We were 
married on September 14, 1915. We lived in 
Haigh’s mud house where Miss Lundberg 
and I had been living. 


Some people came from Sweden to help 
us. They were—Miss Sofi Carlson, Sexton 
However, all 
three stayed only about a year, and Miss 
Sofi even a shorter period. Hening Carlson 


and Elsa Lundberg were engaged but could _ 


not get the papers which would permit them 
to be married in the Belgian Congo. They 
went to Brazzaville, French Congo and stayed 
there a month and were married and then 
returned to Kalamba. 


When Mr. and Mrs. Haigh returned from 
their furlough, we went to Luebo for medi- 
cal care as Mr. Anderson was critically ill. 
However, the Lord raised him up and we 
had a rest at the same time. The Lord gave 
us a baby but took it again. We returned 
to Djoko Punda but only to pack our be- 
longings, for we were on our way to find a 
new mission for the Swedish Baptists. 

We feel that we are at home when we 
come to Djoko Punda and Kalamba because 
it was at these places that we went through 
deep experiences and the Lord was so near. 
We know that the Lord is the same any- 
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where and that He called His sheep by name 
and leadeth them out and then goeth before 
them. Praise the Lord for such a Shepherd 
and Saviour. 


A FEW IMPRESSIONS AND REMINIS- 

CENCE FROM OUR TIME AND WORK IN 

C.ILM. AT DJOKO PUNDA, 1914-16 PUT 
DOWN IN A SUBJECTIVE WAY 


Rev. Oscar Anderson 


It was through Miss Alma Doering that we 
came in contact with the C. I. M. She certain- 
ly did a great work at home for the be- 
ginning of that mission. 


The first time I came to Djoko Punda I 
came in the middle of 1914, together with a 
young Englishman, Fred Johnstone, (he is 
still working-in the Congo Evangelical Mis- 
sion, the English Pentecostal Mission). We 
were received by Mr. and Mrs. Haigh and 
their little boy, Lawrence. Mr. Herr was then 
on a visit to Kalamba where Mr. and Mrs. 
Jansen and Miss Kroeker were stationed. 
They lived in grass houses. Mr. Haigh and 
Mr. Stevenson made the very first start two 
years earlier, both at Djoko Punda and at 
Kalamba. 

When we arrived we found two grass 
houses as dwelling places, but the first mud 
house was under construction too, and we 
helped to put corrugated iron roofing on it. 
Miss Doering had bought and sent out the 
iron roofing as well as the small boat that is 
still in use at Djoko Punda. The station was 
placed in a small opening cut out in the big 
forest, quite a good place it was. The first 
chapel was a shed under a grass roof. A small 
school was started there with a few boys and 
men who wanted to learn the A.B.C.’s. 

Very soon after our arrival (perhaps a 
month) I went along with Mr Haigh on my 
first trip into the villages. We made these 
trips because there were no teachers in these 
places. A very hot and tiresome trip it was 
to me and it was on this trip that I con- 
tracted my first case of malaria. It was a 
very hard case which kept me in bed for 


* several weeks and almost took my life. 


Soon after that we tried to make some 
brick and by and by we found that good 
white clay from which I made 200,000 bricks 
during my term at Djoko Punda, and from 
which the mission is still making their brick 
at this time. Mr. Carlson, who came out a 
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year after I did, put up the first brick build- 
ing which is still in use. Mr. Herr helped him 
at that work. The building was made after 
Mr. and Mrs. Haigh went home for their 
furlough in 1915. Before they left, Mr. Haigh 
had baptized Luaba Isaka and Kalala in the 
Kasai near the brick yard. These two were 
the first ones baptized in the C. I. M. 


When the Haighs went home on furlough it 
became my duty to be the Legal Representa- 
tive of the C.ILM., which document I still 
keep as an interesting souvenir. The year 
that followed was in every way a good year 
and the work advanced in harmony and good 
will. A spirit of revival was felt and we set 
a day aside now and then for prayer. The na- 
tives started to confess their sins and to pray 
to the Lord. That was our first experience of 
revival among the natives. It was a small. 
revival but a very good one from which we, 
ourselves, still cherish precious memories of 
mercy. It was from that time that we sterted 
to send out evangelicals to the different vil- 
lages in 1915. We sent Luaba Isaka to Nga- 
lamitumba Kabembai, Makusudi Paul to 
Mukajdanga, Mutena Shadeah to Tshibela 
Tshia Luhemba. The boarding school was 
started then also, supervised by Mr. Herr. 
We traveled a good deal to visit the native 
villages in our district and, also, to help our 
young teachers get started in a work which 
was altogether new to them. Mpata Pierre 
was sent to Tshingungu, Kazadi Ndumba to 
Tshitoba and Mutombo was sent out too. 


I forgot to mention before that the grass 
house that we lived in was very close to the 
forest. When I was sick in bed I could watch 
the monkeys through the window while they 
were climbing through the trees. Our next 
nearest neighbor was the graveyard where 
Mr. Stevenson was put to rest one year be- 
fore we came to the field. The Aaron Jan- 
sen’s baby found a place there a little later. 
Strange to say, I do not think the C.I.M. has 
opened another grave in Congo since that 
time thirty years ago. That must be noted as 
a record to Congo missionaries. 


Mr. Herr was once very near to getting his 
grave out in Congo. He was young and in- 
experienced when he came to Djoko Punda 
and was sent directly to Kalamba. There 
were no other white people within a distance 
of 250 kilometers. In one way or another 
some heathen people wished to kill him and 
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for that purpose they put poison in his food. 
Even though he was very sick, he was able 
in some way with the help of a few more 
willing natives to get away by hammock and 
reach the white people. 

The Aaron Jansens tell about how they 
had to flee off suddenly while at Kalamba 
because the savages had revolted against the 
State and came fighting onto the mission 
station. The old teacher, Mutombo from 
Luebo, our very first one, did a very cou- 
rageous and serious work by staying at Ka- 
lamba as sentry of the place when the mis- 
sionaries had to run away. He was a great 
fighter and a troublesome fellow and was not 
afraid, but able to stand anything 


SCHNELL’S FAREWELL ITINERARY 
(Continued from page 6) 
Lord when 93 were baptized and 170 partook 
of the Lord’s Supper. 

On another road which we call the 
Mukumbi road we found the work very dis- 
couraging, because many of the teachers 
had proved unfaithful in their villages. Al- 
so, a lot of it is due to the fact that a mis- 
sionary does not get out into the territory 
often enough to see after the work and en- 
courage the Christians in their living and 
giving for the Lord. Only 13 met with ap- 
proval to be baptized, and 40 partook of the 
Lord’s Supper. 

In the Basonga territory where there are 
many dialects spoken and many tribes are 
inter-mixed, 17 meetings were held. ‘76 
were baptized and 490 partook of the Lord’s 
Supper. During the entire survey of the 
territory 2,986 people heard the Gospel story 
repeated in some form or other. We pray 
that many seeds were sown and that a good- 
ly number learned to know their Lord and 
Saviour. 

On each trip we tried to impress upon the 
minds of the people that their children were 
gifts from the Heavenly Father and that 
they should train them in the path of their 
Saviour. 62 parents realized that the chil- 
dren they had were gifts and had them 
dedicated to the Lord during the Sunday 
services. 

We are very happy that the Lord has an- 
swered prayer in behalf of sending new 
helpers to the field, making it possible for 
others to return to their homeland for a 
little rest once again. The Lord willing, we 


July-Aug., 


will sail from Matadi June 6 or 16. We 
are looking forward to seeing many of you 
and to enjoying Christian fellowship with 
you. 

Helen Schnell and Family. 


AN ANSWER TO PRAYER 

(Continued from page 8) 
He soon began by reading several verses 
from Proverbs and also I John 1:8, 9, and 
then once more to make a very general 
confession of his sinfulness, expecting me to 
accept such a confession after reading the 
scripture portions mentioned. Urged to do 
so by a voice within, I stopped him and 
gently but firmly and prayerfully pointed 


out to him the necessity of confessing the 


exact sin. My point was illustrated with a 
crude illustration well understood by an 
African, saying that one cannot kill an an- 
imal by shooting all around it, one must 
shoot it, referring also to David’s confession. 
in Psalm 51. His first reaction was a bit 
of anger, but after a real inner battle he 
poured out his heart to me with tears on. 
his cheeks, (a thing seldom seen on an: 
African face). I: assure you, dear friends, 
there was rejoicing in our living room, as: 
well as in ‘God’s presence that night. 

Yes, the Holy Spirit is still at work con- 
victing men of sin. Praise be to God! But: 
friends, pray earnestly and fervently and 
unceasingly for His work here in the Con- 
go. The devil is mighty, but God is Almighty.. 
That many more fire-brands may be snatch-. 
ed from the burning is our earnest desire. 
Please continue to stand by us! 


The way a’ man reacts to disappointments,. 
reveals his true worth and character. 
* * * 
Years wrinkle the skin but to give up 
enthusiasm and zeal wrinkles the soul. 
* * * 
It is mostly low-minded people who get: 
the wrong ideas. 
* * * 
Real charity may begin anywhere and. 
should have no end. 
* * * 
What you are matters so much more than: 
what you do. 
* * * 
“T have delivered unto you that which also- 
I have received.” 
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FINANCIAL REPORT Bible and Christian Literature Fund .. 264.54 
April and May, 1953 Tshikapa Central Bible School ........... 27.30 
CENTRAL Ladies’ Auxiliary—C. I. M. Project .... 15.00 
Missionary AlloWances ....-.-----c.sceceee----- 2142.05 
moar Tg > 719.79 Ota eoxener|al LF ae mosses eee eeotes $5,746.10 
Education of Missionaries ..........-......-.....- 187.60 OTHER— 
Operating Budget -..ccnn:ccosceecseescsessscetsccel one 964.08 Missionary Allowances ............-.-.---+: $ 275.00 
crea... malty ene Jie ae Sis 1809.20 nee alc. ...-+. 3-5, aerate --2---- fear iain 15.00 
Special: Promotional . ci20.2eeeet.....2.. Se eae 12.50 
Personal to Miss Erma Birky ................ 43400 CL Mt FTIS TOD Y: Sigiepeeercnn-o---ctteestg peers 2.80 
Ladies’ Auxiliary—C.1.M. Project .......... 1402.49 Special: 
Personal to Mr. and Mrs. James 
PotalCenhtral C8 Dut on) on 20 $7,653.12 Bertsehe (ep seseetete es. renee 35.00 
Mo Personal to Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Missionary Allowances ...................-c0---- $2050.00 Bontrager git a BEARS ONS ak 20.00 
BRO inter ee 24.70 Personal to Miss Aganetha Friesen ..... 12.50 
Picta det ree ae hia OU ely 5715 4 Personal to Miss Lena Friesen ............ 12.50 
Pee Pate 964.08 Personal to Miss Selma Unruh .............. 10.00 
duration CF Missionaries ... F 187.60 Personal to Mr. and Mrs. Loyd Brown 100.00 
General... 1499.59 Personal to Mr. and Mrs. Sam Ediger .. 25.00 
Pagel gisla pedi maul diay 6 oh . 1000.00 Peronal to Mr. and Mrs. Levi 
Special: : Keidel (cs. .2 st Bae a a ets 15.00 
Pamonal toate Brown 100.00 Tshikapa Central Bible School .............. 68.81 
Personal to Miss Lois Slagle .................. 3.99  cpecial Needs varyurnpe shearerseeatvatenst-nrehearprsessoso- 856.26 
Mien Station mates. oo ale es 175.00 Mutena Station -...-eceeeecteeeeeeee 50.00 
Ladies Auxiliary qarten. nesne to)... 3.00 
otal Renee ae $6,478.62 Medical: Bquipment yas... 200.00 
PA acAa a ae a7, Bible and Christian Literature Fund .. 10.00 
eae ET ot ais $ Sy Total, Otherea ee ee | Oe $1,723.37 
meauestiod Me ntesiobary kar TS ah ee Grand Total of Receipts for April and 
Dperatineg mndeete. wae sk 200.00 May, 1953 ...-----eeceseeeeeecceeeteeteeecccceee $23,365.12 
Special: 


Personal to Mr. and Mrs. Siam on PEST 
Bible and Christian Literature 





SEG Ge, SNES a A a SAR, er ae aC a Re 197.29 

Tshikapa Central Bible School .............. ye a 
S12 8 he, IO Sark sales Oe 58 9 OSD $1,763.31 

GENERAL— 
Missionary Allowances ...................020--4.- $3103.38 
EET ET AEM ERT T NG ere GatedPct ore Se ee er 5.50 
PODER MND WS EVV 01 Gs ase 8h dl on 11.20 
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RPM Ral athe Co ae ans SOAS ee ee ce 1474.34 
Education of Missionaries ...0...0...0000......... 335.00 
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Special: 
Personal to Mr. and Mrs. V. J. 
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Personal to Mr. and Mrs. Waldo 
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Personal to Carolyn and David 
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AFRICAN TABOOS FOR MOTHERS 
(Continued from page 13) 
a bird killed in a hole of a tree, and cross 
eyes from peering through small apertures. 


Never eat from a dish set inside another 
if you would avoid the curse of twins. They 
are so much trouble to raise, as so few know 
the “medicine for twins.’ Only one versed 
in “twin medicine” should be first to pick 
up a twin—never the mother, if she would 
bear more children. Twins must always be 
treated exactly alike. In serving food never 
give to one a left-over portion. Everything 
pertaining to the life course of twins from 
babyhood through adolescence to adulthood 
must‘ be initiated simultaneously, or death 
may ensue to one or both. But the crowning 
injunction: Never gaze at a white person if 
you would avoid a baby with the white 
man’s ugly nose.—Verna Eick, in The Drum 
Call. 





“Why Return to Congo”? 


It was the last week before our sailing date. We were caught up in that last 
minute rush of appointments and packing. so familiar to all missionaries. One day 
in the midst of it, all, one of our friends asked us suddenly: ‘‘Really now, why are 
you returning to Congo?” 





Frankly it caught us a bit unawares. Not that we were uncertain as to whether 
or not we wanted to return. There had never been any question in our minds but 
that we would return this time and every time so long as the Lord so led and so en- 
abled us. But to have the question put to us so brusquely left us momentarily with- 
out an answer as we paused and searched our own hearts asking ourselves—‘“Yes, 
just exactly why are we returning to Congo?” 


We thank that individual for having questioned us in such a fashion for in 
formulating our answer, we were reminded once again of the things which afford 
us the greatest blessing and enjoyment in our lives. 


Why are we returning to Congo? 

1. For the same reason that we went the first time, that being the certainty 
we have in our hearts that our God has called us there. We know He has a place of 
service for us there. Furthermore, we have tested something of the joy and peace of 
soul which serving Him there brings and we wouldn’t turn our backs upon it for 


anything. 


Why are we returning to Congo? 

2. Because we believe that for the pagan—be he black or white; clothed in 
worsteds or a loin cloth; seated behind an executive desk or under a palm tree; 
speaking English, German or Tshiluba—there is but a single hope for salvation and 
eternal life that being in the person and shed blood of the risen Son of God. We feel 
that we must have a share in making that One known. 


Why are we returning to Congo? 

3. Because of the joy and soul satisfaction which is found in working where 
the challenge and need is so tremendously great. There is something of a special 
thrill involved in seeing someone hear, understand and act upon the Gospel for the 


first time. 


Why are we returning to Congo? ; 

4. Because of the joy in having a place in the “growing edge” of the cause of 
Christ. It affords the deepest of soul satisfaction to see Satan’s domain shrinking; to 
see virgin territory being won and occupied for the Christ. 


Why are we returning to Congo? 

5. Because of the high return one can now see there on the investment of life, 
time and effort. Congo missions now are experiencing a harvest time. Minimum in- 
vestments are bringing maximum rewards. 


Why are we returning to Congo? 

6. Because we are looking forward to rejoining our African brethren in Christ 
and rejoining hands with them in our common objective, that of building the Church 
of Christ among their fellow men. 


Returning to Congo? Yes indeed. To be sure we are aware of the difficulties. We 
are aware of the problems which are waiting for us. We also are very much aware 
of our weaknesses. But it is not in our frailty that we return but rather in His 
might. Pray that as with the early followers of the Christ cited in Hebrews 11, out 
of weakness we also may be made strong. 


JAMES AND GENNY BERTSCHE. 
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Editorials by Rev. F. J. Enns on Furlough at 
Irman, Kansas 


READJUSTMENT NECESSARY 


Our mission is in a critical period of re- 
adjustment. The government has embarked 
on an aggressive policy of advancement for 
the African. That is to be lauded, and it 
presents a great opportunity for the mis- 
sions to share in this effort. But if the mis- 
sions are not prepared to go at this accelerat- 
ed speed because of lack of funds and 
adequate capable missionaries their effec- 
tiveness is much impaired. 

Our zeal to evangelize the African must 
not lag, but rather increase. We need the 
missionary who will come in the power of 
the Holy Spirit and preach Christ, and Him 
crucified. But we ask him to prepare also to 
become a teacher for Christ. Christ our 
Saviour and Example was a teacher and a 
preacher. The mission program on our Field 
calls for the teacher-preacher. The Lord call- 
ed you to be a missionary preaching the 
Gospel. Are you willing to make the extra 
sacrifice, if you call it that, to work for a 
teaching certificate, and to spend one year 
in Belgium before you come out? We will 
reach the children in our preaching if we are 
willing to teach them in the classroom. If we 
are not willing to teach them we will not 
reach them when we want to preach to them, 
for they will have turned somewhere else in 
their thirst for knowledge. Not only in the 
preaching service, but also in the classroom, 
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we have the glorious opportunity to point 
the children to the “Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sin of the world.” 

Not everybody is called to go to the 
foreign field, but we are all called for in- 
tercessory prayer and giving. To be effective 
in that we also-need to consecrate ourselves 
to the Lord. We ali know that a ten dollar 
bill does not buy the things in the homeland 
now that it did before the war. But do we 
realize that it is more so here in the Field? 
May the Lord make many prayer helpers 
willing not only to increase their giving, 
but to give more sacrificially. 


We had one of our furloughs in the States 
when the new Model A Ford was the talk of 
the town. In pleasant ‘conversation at one of 
our Conferences a saintly and much beloved 
Elder said that he had bought a Model A 
in order to keep up with his church mem- 
bers. There is more in that expression than 
just not wanting to be passed by his mem- 
bers on the way to church. I believe that Eld- 
er adjusted himself to situations again and 
again in order to most effectively serve His 
God and his church. 

Are we willing to make the adjustments 
necessary for more effective service to 
Christ and His church in Congo? What if it 
means that you give yourself? What if it 
means that you sacrifice in a much larger 
way than you have till now? 

“Except a corn of wheat fall into the 
ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, 
it bringeth forth much fruit.” 


THE CHURCH OF CHRIST IN CONGO 


“Lengthen thy cords, and strengthen thy 
stakes.” Isaiah 54:2. 

The fortieth anniversary of our mission 
was celebrated last year. For forty years the 
evangelistic effort in our mission has been 
strong, and it has been crowned with success. 
Two candidates were baptized at the first 
baptismal service. Last year those baptized 
numbered fifteen hundred. From those two, 
church membership has gone up to eleven 
thousand. Another eight thousand are listed 
as inquirers. Yes, we have lengthened the 
cords. 

It was well that the training of evangelists 
and the spreading of the Gospel receive pri- 
mary attention. But, the time has come that 
we should put more emphasis .on the 

(Continued on page 15) 





NEWS FROM C.LM. HEADQUARTERS 


BRUSSELS GROUP ON WAY TO CONGO 
having completed their required 12 months’ 
residence and taken the courses in French 
and Belgian Colonial policy prescribed by 
the government. The ten missionaries are 
now on their way to their field of service. 
We thank God for His guiding hand over 
their lives during the year and we trust Him 
to guide them further in their service for 
Him. Rev. and Dr. Martens travelled by 
plane as the doctor had to complete 30 days 
of observation in Leopoldville hospitals be- 
fore going out to her field at Charlesville. 
The rest of the group travelled by steamship 
and enjoyed the relaxation and rest during 
the trip. Miss Lodema Short who was re- 
quired to take a shorter residence because 
she had spent 8 months in Belgium in 1947, 
returned to the States to complete her fur- 
lough time with relatives. 

* * * 


REV. AND MRS. A. D. GRABER AND 
DAUGHTER NANCY will spend their fur- 
lough at Stryker, Ohio, where a house has 
been rented for them for the year. They will 
be available to the churches for missionary 
meetings and preaching services. 

* * * 

WILMER SPRUNGER, second son of Rev. 
and Mrs. V. J. Sprunger, has returned to 
the States and will enter Bluffton College at 
Bluffton, Ohio, as a freshman in September 
of this year. Wilmer’s parents are both alum- 
ni of Bluffton and his brother Charles is a 
senior there this year. 

* * * 

MISS AGNES SPRUNGER RETURNS 
HOME. Thirty-seven years of missionary 
service in the Bélgian Congo is the record of 
Agnes Sprunger. She has been in Congo 
continuously since 1935. Her friends and rela- 
tives gladly welcome her home but her clos- 
er and dearer friends in Congo bid her fare- 
well with mixed feelings of regret and joy. 
Miss Sprunger was affectionately called “Ka- 
ka,” meaning grandmother, by thousands of 
Africans. The greatest monument to her life 
of missionary service is her translation of the 
entire Bible into the language of the Kipende 
people. She also played the organ and direct- 
ed the music for many church ‘services ‘and 
other meetings. I am sure all Messenger 
readers join the host of African Christians in 
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wishing “Kaka” God’s richest blessings in the 
evening time of her life. 
* * * 

THE SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 
CONGO INLAND MISSION BOARD will be 
held with the Grabill Mennonite congrega- 
tion at Grabill, Indiana, October 13 and 14. 
Grabill is the home congregation of Mr. AI- 
bert Neuenschwander who has been Presi- — 
dent of the board for 20 years and also the 
home of Miss Mabel Sauder who has been a 
missionary under the board since 1937. 15 
missionaries are home on furlough and will 
participate in this semi-annual meeting of 
the board. 

* * * 

C. I. M. CONSTITUENT CONGREGA- 
TIONS AND FRIENDS are pausing on Sun-- 
day, October 11, for special thanks to God 
for forty years of ministry to the Congo. 
Special services are planned in many of the 
churches on this day recalling the history of 
the mission and the lives of those who have 
been consecrated to this call. Friends and 
supporters of the mission everywhere are 
invited to join in this Fortieth Anniversary 
remembrance by giving a special memorial 
gift of thanks for the work of the mission. 


FAREWELL TO THE ENNS’ 


“Let’s surprise the Enns’ before they go on 
furlough,” was the feeling of everyone on 
the station. In the morning of May 29th, the 


- school girls were sent to clear away the high 


grass on a secluded spot about a quarter ofa 
mile off the station. In the -afternoon our 
house boys quietly packed food, tables and 
chairs into a large two-wheeled trailer and* 
pushed it to the clearing. Our natives helped 
us obtain two hammocks and_ native. car- 
riers,-and at 4:00 P.M. the hammocks and all 
the Nyanga missionaries arrived at the Enns’ 
front veranda. : 


“Come out, we’re taking you for a ride!” 


we shouted. Both Aunt Agnes and Uncle 


Frank were very much surprised and could 
not believe we were serious, but we finally 
convinced them that we were. Off we went, 
they in the hammocks ard the missionaries 
following on bicycles. The native carriers 
have a special song they chant as they trot 
with the hammocks and soon they chimed in. 
- Shortly we arrived at the clearing. What a 
beautiful place it was! Large mango trees 
(Continued on page 28) mt 
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BANGA BREEZES 


Our native conference will remain a high- 
light in our memories for quite some time 
I’m sure. There was a wonderful spirit of 
unity and accord among all present, black 
and white. God blessed giving us inspiring 
messages. We of Banga are particularly hap- 
py that we now have two assistant pastors, 
who were ordained on the last Sunday of the 
conference. One is Mayamba John who 
works as an over-seer of our northern region 
and lives at Basonga. Since Pastor Kazadi of 
Charlesville left us several years ago, there 
has been no one leading the Christians with 
authority to baptize, offer communion, mar- 
ry, and follow the regular duties of a pas- 
tor. Hence, our many Christians in this re- 
gion of concentrated population have been 
without a real shepherd, and understand- 
ably the interest has somewhat lagged. We 
feel that things will begin looking up again. 
Eudene and I plan to go up this week-end 
to officially present him to the people as 
their pastor and to have communion with 
them, he officiating for his first time. We plan 
to be at Basonga Sunday morning and in the 
Brabanta region for a fellowship and com- 
munion service in the afternoon. Kalumba 
Isaac has stood faithfully beside Mayamba 
helping him in this region for many years, 
and has just as faithful a record. We were 
delighted to see his humility, pleasant spirit, 
and complete lack of any trace of jealousy 
when Mayamba was chosen for this most re- 
sponsible position. He says that he has abso- 
lutely no reason to refuse working by his 
side just as devotedly as he always has, and 
he rejoices with us all that our northern 
flock has a shepherd. 


Muadiulu (meaning “of heaven’) Phillip 
was the second man installed as a Banga ter- 
ritory pastor. He has grown up at Charles- 
ville and has a very commendable record 
behind him of absolute devotion to the work. 
He has worked among the Bashilele for 
many years. He can use their language. He 
will be at the station to help in teaching 
Bible, judge palavres between Christians, 
and officiate as a regular pastor for our flock 
here at the station. We got home from Mu- 
kedi on Tuesday. We found his wife ill. She 
improved somewhat during the remainder of 
the week, but Saturday became suddenly 
worse, losing much blood by hemorrhage. 
Sunday ‘afternoon we decided that we must 
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get her to a hospital. We had a very trying 
journey to Charlesville. Just about a mile 


this side of the Charlesville lane, she passed 


away. The husband and family of five all be- 
ing in the panel truck with her, you can 
imagine the shock it was to everyone. The - 
wailing, noise, and din were terrific for a 
while. We returned with her to Banga the 
next day and had the funeral on Tuesday. 
Muadiulu suffered quite a blow. I felt awful- 
ly inadequate to say or do a helpful thing. 
After that one night of mourning, he has 
been most wonderfully resigned to it all. He 
has come out of it shining like gold and 
proving more and more his capability for the 
task placed in his hands. We lean heavily 
upon him for advice. He is very important. 
Pray for him, especially as things are still a 
bit unsettled, he being left with their five 
children. one 


In the region some things look good, oth- 
ers discouraging. Some teachers do excellent 
work. When villagers threaten them to try 
to drive them away, their courage warrants 
real commendation. However there are a few 
who are not fit for the task, and are getting 
involved in sin secretly with the villagers. It 
keeps us on the go exposing these things and 
punishing the offenders, removing them from 
the work and finding someone capable to 
replace them. Thank God for the many faith- 
ful. Mr. Ediger and I will: be itinerating 
these next three weeks. After our return 
from this trip, he will be given charge of 
the industrial program and: I will be free to 
spend a good part of my time in the road. 
We are hoping that some of these things will 
be corrected when we keep a closer eye on 
what is going on out in the region. 


This is exam week. Students are busy 
studying,- writing, finishing up work fines 
for delinquencies, and preparing themselves 
for three weeks of vacation. Mrs. Keidel is 
doing her best to handle the program proper- 
ly, having had so little experience educa- 
tional work. We feel she is doing quite well. 
The drop in attendance is characteristic for 
this time of year. We feel the ones that are 
with us now are those who come here for 
a purpose. The quality is better. We are 
able to handle them more easily. We feel 
that we have too big a program to spend 
time running after those who have deserted 
class. We move ahead without them. Also 


(Continued on page 15) 
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FIRST IMPRESSIONS 
Mukedi via Kikwit 
Congo Belge, Africa 
August 4, 1953 
Dear Friends: 

Greetings in Jesus’ precious Name. 

Several months have passed since we first 
set foot on African soil. It was an experience 
we had long been looking forward to. We 
praise the Lord for a safe journey inland. 


This is the dry season in Congo. The 
weather has been more favorable than we 
had expected to find it. We had not heard 
very encouraging reports concerning this sea- 
son sO we wondered what it would be like. 
Well, we must say that even though the 
grass is brown, some of the trees are losing 
leaves and sometimes there are a few inches 
of sand in the road, the dry season is not 
too bad. With the rainy season just around 
the corner, we are awaiting to see nature in 
its beauty as it has been described to us. 


Shortly after we arrived, the native con- 
ference took place at Mukedi. We appreci- 
ated the opportunity to meet a number of 
our co-workers from other stations at this 
occasion. Although we could not understand 
the languages, we enjoyed observing the pro- 
ceedings at the various sessions, and the 
blessings reported by the other missionaries 
were inspirational to us. 


It is interesting to observe the natives. 
Frequently we see a group of little boys 
standing in front of our door. When we go 
out, their eyes sparkle as they show us some 
fruit or the eggs they wish to sell. Upon ask- 
ing what they wish in payment for their 
goods, the usual answer is, “ifonesa” (pic- 
tures). If we happen to have some, they 
walk off happily or stop to eagerly compare 
their new “treasures.” Other times however, 
the natives seem to be under the impression 
that we have a department store, for re- 
quests for great varieties of articles are 
made. 

Last Sunday was an important day for the 
church at Mukedi. In the morning hours 43 
African Christians were baptized upon their 
faith and welcomed into the membership of 


the church. Following the baptismal service 
the regular church service took place and 
later the communion service. In the after- 
noon the African Christians rendered a pro- 
gram in recognition of the work done by 
Miss Agnes Sprunger and Erma Birky. We 
praise the Lord for the souls saved through 
their ministry. 

We are enjoying the Congo. At present we 
are struggling with the Kipende language, 
but we also have some other responsibilities 
which give us a break from studies. We do a 
little teaching in the Bible School, using the ~ 
French language. We appreciate this oppor- 
tunity to have a contact with the students. 
We have gone with some student groups for 
meetings in the villages a few times. For this 
month I have promised to take one group in 
the Model A to a village farther away for 
services once a week. _ Y; 

We thank you for your support and re- 
quest you to further remember the work 
here before the Throne of Grace. 

Sincerely in Him, 
Peter and Annie Falk. 


' Charlesville Station 
Dear Friends, 
- Two weeks ago Tina Quiring and I had our 
boxes and trunks packed for two weeks “in 
the path.” We planned on a week of Daily 
Vacation Bible School in two different vil- 
lages. 


When going to the outstations we pack 
everything we expect to use, so we had a 
trunk with food, pots and pans and dishes; 
we each had a-cot with bedding, a suitcase, 
the accordion, a box with books and papers 
and a box with medicines and bandage. 


Our Chevy car had to be used to take us to 
Kabambai which is about 60 miles from 
Charlesville, so you can imagine what it 
looked like with all of our things, three mis- 
sionaries and two native helpers. We thank 
the Lord for the Chevy, which has travelled 
many miles over Congo roads. 


Mr. Rocke was on his way to a conference 
with other missions of Southern Congo, so 


, he took us to our destination, then went on 
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his way. We stayed in a state house which is 
made like a native house, but is occupied on- 
ly by white people, thus eliminating a few 
“visitors” such as goats, pigs, chickens, etc., 
which are common in a native house. 


We were there only a short time when 
someone came with a chair, another with a 
tin of water, another with eleven eggs, an- 
other to buy a pencil, and another person 
came with a sick child. By the end of the first 
week we had 38 eggs left, after using all we 
wanted. 


The native teacher who came with us was 
prepared to teach the five lessons of the 
Wordless Book with the.aid of the flannel- 
graph pictures. Besides the main lessons, we 
had object lessons, stories, scripture memo- 
rizing, songs and choruses. Each evangeiist 
came with the children from his village. The 
first morning we had five evangelists and 127 
boys and girls. For about one hour in the 
afternoon we had a “singspiration” with the 
evangelists, teaching them new songs and 
choruses, which they can teach the children. 


Last Friday, Mr. Rocke came back from 
the conference and on his way to Charles- 
ville transferred us for our second week. 


At Mbau we also had five evangelists, but 
with about 150 children. On Monday the 
group that came from quite some distance, 
came with their “bidia” prepared to stay un- 
til Thursday. 


During the two weeks, the Gospel message 
was given out especially for children, but 
many adults also heard the message. Many 
children opened their hearts to the Saviour 
and many received help for their physical 
bodies as well as for their spiritual life. 


We are now in the dry season, so the high 
grass is being burnt on the plains. At each 
village we were interrupted one day be- 
cause some children had gone to look for 
field rats, which they use for food. 


D.V.B.S.s are a new experience in the Con- 
go, and this is the first year that we have 
had any in our outstations, from Charlesville. 


Pray with us for those that have heard the 
message of eternal life, and that other doors 
may be opened to reach the children. The 
Gospel message is given out and the Bible is 
studied in the daily classes, but we feel that 
many can be reached in this way, that do not 
attend the regular day schools. 

Pray for the Congo boys and girls, they 
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“IN THE TWINKLING OF AN EYE” 
Mrs. Allan Wiebe 

May 15th was another busy day at 
Tshikapa_ station for all. Since several 
months ago, we had been racing against 
time, trying to finish the large Primary 
School building. Only too quickly, the 
morning hours with their special duties 
slipped by. In the afternoon, Archie left for 
one of our outstations to get some building 
materials. Allan spent the afternoon teach- 
ing in the Bible School, Irma was busy with 
medical work, and Selma was ready to en- 
ter the church where the choir boys were 
waiting for their rehearsal, when suddenly 
black ragged clouds gathered overhead. The 
natives later described them as having ap- 
peared like “clouds of fire.” “In the twin- 
kling of aneye” the wind blew furiously and 
one terrific gust left all of us feeling uneasy. 
The sound of cracking timbers verified our 
fears. One look out the back door almost 
caused our hearts to sink—our church had 
collapsed. At one corner, the choir boys 
were crawling out on all fours. They rush- 
ed to our verandahs through the drenching 
rain. How we praised the Lord when we 
counted their number and found that all 
had marvelously escaped without injury. 
Yes, our church was flat, but God in His 
goodness permitted one corner of the roof 
to remain somewhat erect. It was in this 
corner that the choir boys were waiting to 
rehearse. The Lord had provided a way of 
escape for them. 

So far our thoughts had been occupied 
with the church. A second look at the 
station caused our hearts to sink deeper. 
Two of the temporary classrooms had also 
collapsed and the new school was severely 
damaged. The roof had raised and in so 
doing, had pulled the reinforcing iron out 
of the cement pillars. Five of the large 
pillars then gave way and fell into the walls 
of the classrooms, cracking them, also 
breaking windowpanes. The loss was keen- 
ly felt, as we walked solemnly about view- 
ing the remains, yet we could not help but 
thank the Lord for sparing each life. He 
also marvelously spared the large roof on 

(Continued on next page) 





have not only a heart to give to the Saviour, 
but a life that can be lived for Him. 
Sincerely, 
Lena K. Friesen. 
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the new school, a very expensive item in 
Congo building. 

That evening, when we as missionaries 
met to plan for re-construction, our hearts 
again lifted in praise to Him. Special grace 
and guidance were interceded for, to again 
go forward courageously. 

The following morning, all students were 
assigned work on the wrecking crew, since 
only three out of nine classes remained with 
classrooms intact. Broken desks, bricks, 
timbers and grass for roofing were salvaged. 
Near by Archie.was already busily staking 
out the ground for a new temporary church. 
It encouraged our hearts greatly to see one 
of our assistant pastors at his side taking 
hold of the task whole-heartedly. On May 
the 3lst we met for our first service in the 
new church. It is also built of temporary 
materials, timbers and grass, but has:a brick 
floor and planks for benches. The Lord 
graciously supplied our needs for us and 
in sincere appreciation, we joined our hearts 
together in praise to Him. 

Yes, it happened “in the twinkling of an 
eye.” So suddenly destruction had come. 
Someday, it may be today, another cloud 
will. descend “in the twinkling of an eye’’—- 
and His church. will be gloriously raptured. 
Will He then find you and me busy at work 
for. Him? 

Tshikapa. 


MUTENA-GRAMS 
Lois: Slagle 
Ears But They Hear Not 

The African speaker is very adept in em- 
ploying the animated conversation of ‘an- 
imals to illustrate a point. At a_ recent 
prayer service, our crippled Bible School 
teacher related the following story: A leopard 
had been menacing the people of a certain 
village. Finally he succeeded in catching an 
African and carried him off to the den of 
an animal friend who served as guard to 
the victim. After a time when the leopard 
returned with another catch, he discovered 
that the first victim had lost his ears. Up- 
on the leopard’s inquiry, the animal friend 
nonchalantly replied, “People have no 
ears.” But the leopard insisted that the 
man had ears when he placed him in his 
friend’s custody. 

Meanwhile the village people became con- 
cerned and warned the women not to go to 


a 


Sept.-Oct., 


the water alone. But one woman. disre- 
garded the warning, and as was her custom, 
went to the water in the early morning 
alone. Sure enough the leopard caught her. 
Upon his arrival with this new victim who 
had failed to heed the warning, his friend 
greeted him with these words, “See, what 
did I. tell you? People have no ears.” 


Chevrelet Incubator 

Our Chevrolet panel has well served many 
purposes, as a truck, as an ambulance, as 
a bus, but the Neufelds recently discovered 
that it had still another use. Mr. and Mrs. 
Neufeld with Loren Ray were visiting our 
outstation schools. As they journeyed from 
village to village, the people gave them the 
customary gifts—including eggs and chick- 
ens. One night after they had retired in 
the panel (By the way it also conveniently 
serves as a bedroom when one is on a@ 
short trip), they were annoyed by the con- 
stant cheeping of the chickens. Finally Mr. 
Neufeld got up and put out what he thought 
was the offender that had been given to 
them that day. Once more quietness reigned 
in the panel—but only for a few minutes— 
then once more the cheeping began and 
continued through the night. The next 
morning, they discovered the noise maker. 
Their breakfast egg had turned into a live 
chicken. OT : 

An African’s Anger | 
It was nearly time for our missionary 


‘prayer meeting when an emergency call 


came from the dispensary. The patient was 
the victim of a severe burn. The skin of 
her back’ had been entirely burned off— 
leaving a large denuded area. That she 
was in extreme pain was evident. In reply 
to our first question, “How did it happen,” 
she told us this story. She had been sold 
in marriage by her father to a man for 
whom she did not care. Her wishes had 
not been consulted. When she dared to 
voice her dislike of spending her life with 
the man of her father’s choosing, he be- 
came very angry. In his fit of rage, he 
picked up a pot from a neighbor’s fire and 
threw it at the girl with such force that it 
broke when it struck the nape of her neck— 
sending the boiling water splashing down 
over her back. For life the girl will carry 
the scars of her father’s ire. But even this 
sad and painful experience may lead to the 
greatest experience of her life. For while 
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she remains at the dispensary for treatment, 
she daily hears the Gospel. We are praying 
that she will open her heart to the Lord. 
A Day of Prayer 

All over the world, women of different 
nationalities and countries gathered together 
to pray on February 20. Even in the bush 
of Congo we observed this day with a spe- 
cial program oon all our stations. Miss 
Schmallenberger arranged the program for 
our women here at Mutena, and then on the 
20th, we journeyed out to two of our region- 
al centers to join the women there in their 


services. We arrived at the ffirst, but 
farthest center approximately 2% hours 
after our departure from Mutena. As soon 


as it was noised abroad that we had come, 
a good group of women gathered together 
in the mud and stick chapel. Only a few 
were Christians. What a marked difference 
between the women who regularly attended 
our servces at Mutena and those way out 
in the bush who have so little contact with 
Christianity or Christians. At the close of 
the service, in response to an invitation, 7 
women expressed their desire to give their 
hearts to the Lord. 


After lunch we traveled to another of 
our centers where a good group of about 
200 women had gathered. A women’s choir 
trained by our teacher-evangelist there sang 
a special number, and two women from the 
group brought short messages. The manner 
in which the whole service was conducted 
demonstrated the leadership and ability of 
our teacher-evangelist in that center. Here, 
too, 10 women remained after the service to 
seek Christ as their Saviour. At the same 
time a service was conducted by an African 
for the large group of youngsters who had 
followed their mothers to the center. Again 
there were those in this children’s service 
who accepted Christ. 


We returned to Mutena that evening at 
supper time—tired—but happy that God had 
once more blessed His Word to the salva- 
tion of souls in Congo. 


What God Knows about us is far more im- 
portant than what the neighbors say about 
us. 

* th * 


A man’s greatest enemies are often located 
under his own hat. 
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MUKEDI ON THE AIR 


O Q4AS This is Mukedi calling. This is 
the dry season and we are very dry, with 
only an occasional fog, the grass is brown 
and millet harvest is in full swing. 

_ We are praising the Lord for His goodness 
to us during the annual C.I.M. African Con- 
ference. There was a wonderful attitude of 
unity and co-operation between the brethren 
of both colors. I think I’ve nver heard so 
many verbal expressions of thanksgiving for 
the messages and the studies of God’s pre- 
cious Word. Miss Kornelia Unrau gave a 
study in Acts, the life of Paul, every day, 
and Rev. Levi Kiedel gave “Texts” every 
morning. There were inspirational messages 
by the guest missionaries and by the African 
leaders. Every evening there was a big 
crowd at the evangelistic meeting. When 
the lights were turned on, we always found 
the chapel partly filled. One of the girls 
praised the Lord yesterday evening in 
camp, for the souls who were saved dur- 
ing conference. The choir of more than 80 
voices added much to the meetings with 
their songs of praise and worship. We were 
glad for the recordings Mr. Dick made dur- 
ing conference. This being the 75th anniver- 
sary of Protestant Missions in the Congo, 
and the 40th anniversary of the C. I. M. and 
the 30th anniversary of the Lord’s work at 
Mukedi, we praise the Lord for His goodness 
to us and His blessings. There were rem- 
iniscences of small beginnings, and what 
the good hand of the Lord has done for us. 

There were discussions in the business 
meeting on: Is the native custom of giving 
a dowry right for a Christian? Shall we 
give the tithe of our rations, or only our sal- 
aries? Are our animals and fowl included? 
There was no decision, nor a rule made, we 
feel that it was wholesome for the African 
Church to face the issues. After it is all over 
we still sense an attitude of gratitude to the 
Lord for His goodness to us. 

Entertaining 40 African guests seemed a 
bit of a load, but there was such a hearty, 
generous response to the call for gifts of 
food, we are thanking the Lord for the gen- 
erosity of the saints (the black saints). 

We are thankful that the Bertsches and the 
Falks arrived before conference. Foth families 
are getting settled nicely, the Falks are 
studying the vernacular. The Bertsches have 


(Continued on page:11) - 
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WAYSIDE 


GLIMPSES 
by James Bertsche 


Of African Protocol 


Emily Post, thus far, has no African coun- 
terpart. In a primitive society, life is reduced 
to its basic essentials with small attention 
given to the “niceties.” For the average Men- 
nonite missionary who has acquired the usu- 
al set of “‘ccompany manners,” the first months 
among a pagan people can be something of a 
shock! 


The average African, though having én 
adult body, still retains a child’s insatiable 
curiosity and this presents all sorts of pos- 
sibilities for disturbing and irritating the 
missionary. We like to think of our homes 
as a sanctuary—a place of retreat from the 
world. Indeed it should be that but in Af- 
rica this is not always possible. Many times 
the missionary family is at the table engross- 
ed in the meal and conversation thinking to 
be—for ‘the hour—free of African observa- 
tion. Then during a moment’s silence, a soft 
whispering is detected. The family turns to 
see three or four little kinky black heads 
just above the level of the dining room 
window sill. The lads had been sauntering 
by on their way to the river. From a distance 
they had spotted the white people seated in 
the home. Curiosity began to stir and pres- 
ently the missionary family was under close 
range observation. 


Or perhaps the missionary mother is in 
her garden weeding her seed bed. Her mind 
is busy with thought of the coming rainy 
season and she mentally plans her garden 
and wonders if she will again have plenty of 
tomatoes and sweet corn to can. Then a 
shadow falls across the plants. She looks 
up to see several Africans casually leaning 
over the near by fence—watching her every 
move. 

Or the missionary baby has been placed 
in it’s play pen on the veranda and left ir 
the charge of an African girl. Presently the 
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missionary mother is aware of a cackle of 
feminine voices just outside the door. She 
goes out and finds a group of village women 
—water gourds and baskets balancing on 
their mud curled heads—straining the hinges 
of the veranda gate trying to get a good view 
of the missionary baby in its play pen. As 
the mother comes out they noisily ask to see 
the baby. So it is taken from its play pen 
and then the observations and questions 
start. “She is very pale. Is she white all 
over? What does she eat? When will she 
walk? Does she understand our language? 
Will she have teeth? Give her one of these 
roasted ants. They are very good for growing 
children. Is she going to have a sister soon?” 
It is usually at this point that the missionary 
mother tactfully suggests that perhaps they 
have seen enough of the white baby for this 
time and gives her back to her African 
guardian! 

Another time that the missionary lays him- 
self open to a barrage of questions is when 
he prepares to leave the station. The minute 
the garage door rattles, Africans appear seem- 
ingly out of thin air ... and the questions 
start: “Where are you going? Why? Who’s 
going with you? You go away a lot, don’t 
you? When are you coming back? Are you 
bringing someone back with you? Will you 
buy something in the stores?” 

And so it continues. Sometimes one hears 
a dialogue something like this: 

- African: “I want to go along.” 

Missionary: “Why?” 

Afr: “I want to go see a friend of mine.” 

Miss’y: ‘““Where does your friend live?” 

Afr: ‘Oh that depends where you're going. 
I have many friends in many villages.” 

Another comes running breathlessly and 
says, “Take this basket of chickens along to 
my brother and bring it back full of manioc.” 

Miss’y: “Where does your brother live?” 

Afr: “He lives in Kitombe.” 

Miss’y: “But I’m not going to Kitombe.” 

Afr: “Why not?” 

Finally the truck is in motion and the 
clamor of the farewell committee recedes 
into the background. The car road takes us 
off the mission station and presently we are 
driving through an African village. Sudden- 
ly two or three dusky figures may be seen 
along the road side wildly jumping about, 
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flailing the air with their arms and shouting 
loudly for us to stop. Thinking that surely 
we have lost a rear wheel or run over a vil- 
lage goat, we come to a stop. Soon they come 
alongside puffing and perspiring from their 
exertion and after a quick survey of the oc- 
cupants and contents of the cab they volun- 
teer: ‘“Muabanda, muya kui?”—which being 
interperted would be “Hi there, where are 
you going?”! 

So the missionary breathes a silent plea 
for an extra portion of grace and Christian 
love, exchanges greetings with one and all, 
explains that he is bound for Kitombe, tries 
to smile and slowly re-engages the clutch. 


But one has to camp in an African vil- 
lage to experience African curiosity in 
its purest forms. The itinerating mis- 
sionary arrives at his chosen place of lodging 
and procedes to unpack the panel. Immedi- 
ately there is a closely packed semi-circle of 
villagers elbowing each other in their desire 
to have an unobstructed view of everything 
which takes place. 


As every object comes out, there is a 
murmur of voices as they explain to each 
other what it is, how the missionary uses it, 
how much it cost, why it isn’t brown instead 
of red, how many of them the missionary 
has, etc., etc. If there is a heavy box to be 
shifted, immediately there are a dozen hands 
present to help. The gesture of good will is 
appreciated but the missionary does well to 
supervise closely any such volunteer labor. 
If he does not, he may later discover that 
the bread box has been thoroughly flattened 
out under a chest of books or that the bed 
roll is nestling in a dusty corner that had 
only moments before sheltered some of the 
tick infested village pigs. 

As the cook begins to get a meal under 
way, the missionary starts to clean up. He 
digs out his battered wash pan, tips a water 
gourd and presently is in the process of 
lathering up—all the while encircled by 
curious dark eyes. In the undertone of voices 
he may catch phrases such as this: ‘White 
people are all the time washing. Look at all 
the soap he uses. Maybe that’s why he is not 
dark like we are. He even is ruining a nice 
new cloth by washing his neck with it. Think 
how much water a white man wastes in a 
year’s time.” 


Then as the missionary proceeds to shave, 
maneuvering to get in range of the rear view 


MUKEDI ON THE AIR 


(Continued from page 9) 


taken up the heavy responsibilities that were 
waiting for them. The African brethren are 
thankful for both couples. We praise the 
Lord for such consecrated, servants. 


The day before the conference we had the 
pleasure of having the F. J. Enns’ and the 
Schnell family with us. We wish them a good 
furlough and a quick return to the field. 


The Art Janz family spent a night with us 
en route to Kamayala to an established work, 
having been started by the Miller sisters and 
Mr. Buck in 1930. We are glad to welcome 
them into the C.I.M. family. Miss Mary Mill- 
er and two of the African leaders’ from 
Kamayala were with us for conference. We 
beg a special interest in your prayers for 
this added responsibility in the C.I.M. 


We had several pleasant days with Rev. 
and Mrs. Bontrager after conference. They 
were en route to Leopoldville, where they 
will be with LECO the rest of this term. We 
pray for special grace for them in their new 
work. 


Miss Agnes Lutke traveled to Leopoldville 
with the Bontragers, to see an ear special- 
ist. 

This is my last broadcast from Mukedi. 
Mrs. Peter Falk will be your new announcer. 
O Q4AS off the air. I plan, the Lord will- 
ing, to come on the air from the latest C.I. 
M. station, Kamayala. 


Your announcer, 
Erma M. Birky. 


mirror on the panel truck, he can see his 
facial contortions reflected perfectly in the 
expressive little black faces surrounding 
him. 

And so it continues as his cot and mosquito 
net are set up—and as he eats his evening 
meal. But he learns to ignore all this for he 
knows that later on in the evening as the 
pressure lamp will be lit and the phonograph 
wound these same folks will be there with 
the same curious faces and the same sharp 
eyes and he prays that the Gospel as it will 
again be spelled out in its age old simplicity 
and beauty may take lodging in open hearts 
and bear its intended fruit. 


(Continued on page 21) 
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Ben and Helen. Eidse and daughter Hope— 
Missionaries to Congo from the E.M.C. of 
Canada. 


FAREWELL LETTER OF BEN AND 
HELEN EIDSE 


Dear Christian Friends, 


‘As for God His way is perfect.’ The Lord 
has overruled so definitely in our lives that 
time and again these words of the Psalmist 
have come to us with new meaning and 
blessing. Now as we are about to leave for 
Congo we again rest assured that “as for 
God His-way is perfect.” 


Through the ministry of tracts and the 
prayers of a Christian mother the Holy Spir- 
it convicted me of my sin. I realized I was 
condemned, unprepared to meet a Holy God 
and so one day in repentance, I went alone 
by myself and accepted Christ as my Saviour 
and Lord. | 


Since then it has been my desire to see 
others saved. At the Steinbach Bible Acad- 
emy I felt more definitely the call to the 
foreign field. However, I realized I must be 
faithful at home if I were to depend on the 
Lord’s future guidance. Application was 
therefore made to a home mission board, the 
Western Gospel Mission, under which I had 
been serving 2% years when Helen joined 
me. 


Helen accepted Christ at an evangelistic 
meeting when she was nine years old. As she 
grew older she also grew “in grace and in 
the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ.” While in Bible School she realized 
the need for missionaries. As a further prep- 
aration she took her nurse’s training, receiv- 
ing her R.N. in the spring of 1952. She then 
came to help me in Northern Saskatchewan. 


MISSIONARY MESSENGER 


Sept.,-Oct., 


For the past year it has been our privilege 
to give forth the gospel together. How thrill- 
ing it has been to see souls saved and lives 
changed! The gospel of Christ is indeed “the 
power of God unto salvation to everyone that 
believeth.” 


We enjoyed our work in Saskatchewan, 
but were not satisfied until we had applied 
to a foreign mission board. After prayerful 
consideration we decided to apply to C.I.M. 
The Lord has guided our plans and prepa- 
rations, and with eager anticipation our 
eyes are turned to the field. May we now 
express our sincere thanks to all you dear 
Christian friends who have made our going 
forth possible. Beloved in Christ, this is your 
work, under God of course. We are depend- 
ing on your intercession. Pray especially . 
that we may be willing to pay the price of 
dailly contact with God so that much may be 
wrought for His glory in Congo. 


Yours in His service, 
Ben and Helen Eidse and 


Hope Elizabeth. 





Miss Amanda Reimer left New York on Au- 
gust 20, for a year’s study of French and 
tropical diseases in Brussels. She is from the 
E.M.B. Congregation at Steinbach, Manitoba, 


AMANDA REIMER’S TESTIMONY 


“But as many as received Him, to them 
gave He the power to become the sons of 
God ... ” John 1:12. This verse has been 
very precious to me ever since my Sunday 
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school teacher used it to lead me to a Sav- 
ing knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


I was fifteen years of age at the time 
and it was during the same year that the 
Lord, through the ministry of Miss Alma 
Doering, called me to serve Him in the Bel- 
gian Congo. Since the general attitude in my 
home and community at that time was not as 
favorable toward foreign missions as it is 
now, I did not speak about my burden for 
the people of Congo, For many years instead 
of trusting the Lord I saw only an unsur- 
mountable range of obstacles blocking my 
path of preparation for service. 


While attending Grace Bible Institute in 
1945 the Lord made me willing to lay my 
all on the altar and follow His leading even 
to Africa. At that time I claimed Isa. 33:3 
for my life and the Lord has truly shown me 
“sreat and mighty things.” 


Since I have no special talents such as I 
thought that all missionaries must have I 
wondered just how the Lord could use me. 
After caring for an invalid sister for one 
year the Lord showed me that nursing was 
His chosen work for me. 


During my three years of nurse’s training a 
number of things arose which at times blur- 
red my vision for missionary service. Surgi- 
cal nursing in a modernly equipped hospital 
was such a great temptation that I began 
looking for excuses to stay at home. Satan’s 
supply of excuses never fails but our heav- 
enly Father’s concern for us is also unfailing. 
The Lord made me so miserable that soon 
after graduation I left the hospital for Bible 
School. 


About eight months ago I was very much 
confused as to what board I should go out 
under. After much prayer the Lord directed 
me to the Congo Inland Mission and since 
then each obstacle has been removed in sucha 
remarkable way that I am certain of His 
guiding presence each step of the way. 


At the beginning of June, I asked the Lord 
to send me out quickly and He answered far 
above all that I could ask or think. At that 
time I had not even been accepted by either 
the E.M.B. Board or by the C.I.M. Board. I 
had no outfit, support or passage money. 
Now, to the glory of God, Iam doing my last 
minute packing before leaving for New York 
from where I expect to sail for Belgium on 
August 20. In Belgium I will be studying 
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LAWRENCE REMPEL FAMILY RETURNS 


After a year’s furlough in the States the 
Lawrence Rempel family will sail for the 
Congo the latter part of October. D.V. They 
have spent one term in the Congo working 
at Mukedi Station, Mr. Rempel being the 
builder and doing part-time evangelistic work 
and Mrs. Rempel working with the children 
and spending much of her time doing the of- 
fice work there. They rejoice in knowing 
that God is again allowing them to return 
having given them good health and many 
spiritual blessings during this one year in the 
homeland. They will be traveling to the Con- 
go with Mr. and Mrs. Eidse and daughter and 
may we urge you all to pray much for these, 
your missionaries, that they may have a safe 
journey and God may be able to fill their 
hearts with much joy during this term of 
service in that land to which He has called 
them. Rempels are from the E.M.B. congre- 
gation at Mountain Lake, Minnesota. 


French and tropical diseases before going to 


the Congo. 

After my short acquaintance with members 
of the C.I.M. board and some of the mission- 
aries home on furlough, I feel that it is a 
great privilege to belong to the C.I.M. family. 
Won’t you pray that the Lord will prepare 
me spiritually, mentally and physically in 
such a way that I may soon become an asset 
rather than a liability to this great family. 


The time to say farewell to family and 
friends has come uncomfortably close but 
God’s grace is sufficient for every need. He 
has promised to “keep him in perfect peace 
whose mind is stayed on Him.” 


(Continued on page 15) 


14 THE CONGO MISSIONARY MESSENGER 


Sept.,-Oct., 





D.V.B.S. AT MUTENA 
Mrs. Elmer Dick 


Proverbs 22:6, “Train -up a child in the 
way that he should go and when he is old, 
he will not depart from it.” 

As children’s workers we have a part in 
training other people’s children as well as 
our own. We see a great need in evangeliz- 
ing our African children, many of whom 
have heathen parents and relatives and are 
living in heathen villages. In order to reach 
these children with the Word of God we 
have started Daily Vacation Bible Schools. 

We praise the Lord that He has been with 
us and blessed us. We have been able to 
complete the D. V. B. S. in 9 villages and 
are continuing in more villages at _ the 
present time. 

The first two schools were held in nearby 
villages. We were assisted by two Bible 
School students who taught Bible stories 
with picture rolls and flannelgraph, also Bi- 
ble verses, new choruses and songs. For 
many days they faithfully came to us that 
they might be taught how to teach chil- 
dren. When the opening day came they 
were ready to join us in our endeavor to 
reach the children in these villages for 
Christ. Another young African played the 
accordion as he went through the villages 
inviting the children to Bible School. 

Some of our schools were held in the heat 
of the day, starting at one o’clock. It be- 
came necessary to have it during that time 
because the Bible School students were in 
class and we were teaching in the mornings. 
At first some of the parents discouraged us 
- to come in the heat of the day and said 
they would not send their children but we 
soon discovered that in the noon hours we 
had almost twice as many children attend- 
ing our schools as we had in our five o’clock 
evening services. 

In the next seven schools, Mrs. Leona 
Entz and I were assisted by several students 
from the Ecole Apprentissage Pedagogique, 
one of these was a girl from our girls’ 
home whom we expect to graduate from 
this Ecole this semester. These villages were 
farther away and we were thankful for the 
one-ton panel to go with. Since we are in 
the dry season we came upon sandy roads. 
The first morning we got stuck for about 
1% hours. We were in the high grass quite 
a distance from the villages. Leona and I 


took turns shoveling sand and pulling grass 
to put under the wheels. Finally a man 
appeared in the distance and we had great 
hope of getting some help but as he came 
nearer we saw that he was old and feeble 
and could not be of any help to us. We 
continued our efforts, dug ourselves out and 
went on to another village where the chil- 
dren were anxiously awaiting our arrival. 


Besides teaching these children Bible 
stories, Object Lessons, songs and choruses, 
we thought it would be a good time to also 
teach them the joy of giving. Our permanent 
church is not completed and funds are get- 
ting low so we encouraged the children to 
come with whatever they might have _ to 
bring as a gift to help build the House of 
God. We expect many of these children 
to come to our schools at Mutena in a few 
years. We have great anticipation seeing 
these boys and girls as future leaders of 
our African church. This appealed to the 
children and they eagerly came with their 
gifts. At the end of each school day we 
called their names and each one of them 
responded by telling us what he had 
brought. It was a real thrill to see the 
children coming with ears of corn, cassava 
roots, pypy, lemons and francs. We were 
much encouraged to impress upon them the 
lessons of giving to the Lord. During these 
schools the children brought a total of 1374 
ears of corn, 713 cassava roots, 238 lemons, 


.67 pypy, 5 sweet potatoes, 1 broom and 20 


francs. We trust that we can implant into 
their little hearts that giving to the Lord’s 
work is a joy as well as a duty so that as 
they become older and take responsibility: 
they will be accustomed to help in the Afri- 
can Church ‘by giving. . 
All of our schools were well attended by 
the children and sometimes as many as 30 
adults sat on the side line to enjoy the les- 
sons, joining the children in memorizing 
scripture and songs. At the end of the 
school the children who had a perfect at- 
tendance received a Gospel of John or a 
small song book in the African language. 
We received many blessings from teach- 
ing these Bible schools but we experienced 
the greatest joys when boys and girls came 
to us after school and said they wanted to 
accept Christ as their Saviour. They no 


_longer had a desire to walk on the broad 


way with Satan but wanted to enter the 
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narrow way and walk with Jesus, who had 
died to save them from their sins. 

It was our privilege to lead 57 boys and 
girls to the Lord Jesus Christ. We praise 
the Lord for all His blessings and ask you 
to pray with us that these children will 
grow in the grace and knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Pray for 
the children and adults who felt their need 
of a Saviour but said “No” to the Spirit’s 
wooing, that they may yet turn to Christ. 
Pray that we may be able to have more 
Bible schools throughout the territory in an 
endeavor to bring these African children to 
the saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Child Evangelism is a great work with 
unlimited possibilities. Will you help us 
bring these needy children to Christ? 


BANGA BREEZES 
(Continued from page 5) 


our trying to get them back in class would 
give them occasion for much self satisfac- 
tion, their knowing that we considered them 
so important. God is going to bless us more 
with a faithful few than He will with a 
troublesome many. 

The medical department continues contrib- 
uting its commendable bit to our advance. 
Work at the dispensary has been quite rou- 
tine, save for a few fight victims sent to us 
by the local state official. They were inter- 
esting, and had plenty of wounds for dress- 
ing. There have been more babies than usual 
born this month in our bamboo “maternity 
ward.” Since our beginning it almost a 
year ago, we have not suffered one misfor- 
tune with either a mother or the baby born 
here. Praise to God. This little shack has 
done much in reaching among the Catholic 
strongholds. Natives tell us that if we had a 
more permanent place that would offer 
Warmer and more pleasant accommodations 
(especially on these windy, cold, dry season 
mornings) that there would be many more 
coming. We hope to talk with the govern- 
ment about financial help on such a project 
as this. 

Our gas shed is almost finished. It just 
needs a door, rafters, and roof. We discover- 
ed that the rubber gaskets on the barrel caps 
are disappearing. If they can get the bar- 
rels open for that purpose, they can easily 
help themselves to the contents as well. It’s 
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time we get them under lock and key. We 
are happy for the cistern money. Mr. Ediger 
will probably start on its construction after 
school starts, the first week in August. Water 
is a real problem here. Do you think it 
would be easy to persuade school children to 
stay at the school during vacation to help 
work every day? We hope the Schnell cis- 
tern and this proposed one will go a long 
ways toward solving that difficulty. 
Levi Keidel. 


THE CHURCH OF CHRIST IN CONGO 


(Continued from page 3) 

strengthening of the stakes. The Christians 
must become more church conscious, and ac- 
cept the responsibility of church membership 
aS a privilege as well as a duty. They also 


need shepherds who feed the flock. 


This year two definite steps were taken to 
strengthen the stakes. A Bible School for 
giving higher training to church leaders was 
opened at Tshikapa in March, and the scat- 
tered Christians were organized into regional 
church groups who are to be served holy 
communion regularly, and also given other © 
necessary care. It is hoped that in time the 
Bible School wil furnish shepherds for these 
groups who will be able to lead them to 
nobler Christian living and more joyful 
Christian service. 


The Evangelistic side of our work, how- 
ever, continues to receive emphasis. At three 
stations schools for evangelists were opened, 
and we hope that soon a new zeal will come 
into our evangelistic work as students from 
these schools go to preach in the different 
parts of the field. 


AMANDA REIMER’S TESTIMONY 


(Continued from page 13) 

Please pray that even during this year of 
further training the Lord may use my life to 
create in others the desire to know the Lord 
Jesus Christ whom, I serve. 

Sincerely in Christ, 
Amanda Reimer. 


We get the best things in life through get- 
ting them for others. 
* * * 
“Tet him” that is without sin cast the first 
stone. 
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TO KNOW RIGHT AND DO IT 


Rev. Reuben Short 


A business executive instructs his secre- 
tary, “If Mr. Brown calls, I’m out of town.” 
What should she do about it? When Mr. 
Brown arrives, only a door that is easily 
opened separates executive and caller. A 
mere knowledge of what is right and wrong 
does not solve this problem. Sufficient in- 
formation that we may know needs suf- 
ficient strength that we may do. Relatively 
correct knowledge is meaningless 
translated into action. Such action is evalu- 
ated as good or bad according as it contrib- 
utes to society. 

There are various systems of human 
thought with regard to life. In government 
we hear these summarized into terms such 
as Democracy, Socialism, Communism, and 
others. Each of these systems are feverish- 
ly competing for control of nations, satellite 
nations, and ultimately the world. These at 
their very best are merely human concep- 
tions of what is right and the best way to 
do it. Each can be only relatively correct 
if measured by the standard of God. 

Essence of doing right is knowing right 

The concern of this message supersedes 
our human conception of rightness. Reason 
and nature each play an important part but 
knowing rightness apart from God is frosted 
with error. Culture of the mind, discipline 
of the body, and harmonizing in the com- 
mon herd have therapeutical value in know- 
ing right through the process of experience. 
But this is knowing right apart from God. 
It lacks revelation. It lacks authority. Hu- 
man authority, the product of mass invest- 


ment either voluntarily or by force, can 
never match Divine authority. Divine 
authority is static, unchangeable, eternal. 


It offers the zenith of rightness through 
revelation. And revelation is reserved for 
those who have received the salvation of 
God by faith and seek His face. 

There is a rightness according to God. Ev- 
olutionism insists that as man has evolved 
from his prehistoric state down through the 


until — 








Rev. Reuben Short, Member C.I.M. Board, 
President Conference of Evangelical 
4 Mennonites 


ages to modern times he has learned by ex- 
perience that some actions or principles are 
harmful to society and to himself and that 
others are helpful. Accordingly, the harmful 
things are wrong and the helpful things 
right. Utilitarianism urges that if any 
action is beneficial, it is right; if not, it is 
wrong. Civil. Authority demands that what- 
ever the state or government commands is 
right and whatever the state forbids is 
wrong. This found violent expression in 
Fascism and Nazism and now in Commu- 
nism. The question is, “Have I been ordered 
to do this by my government or not?” In- 
dividualism suggests that our own interests 
should control our conduct. If Billy wants 
the big piece of cake he takes it. Further 
he does not wait until the plate is passed 
but grabs. Altruism teaches that the inter- 
ests of others should control one’s conduct. 
But none of these is rightness according to 
God. Paul has the clue to the answer in 
I Cor. 10:31, “Whether therefore ye eat, or 
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drink, or whatscever ye do, do all to the 
glory of God.” The. highest interest of God 
is all important. : 

There is a rightness in God. We discover 
this fact as we go with Christ to the cross 
for salvation. Then with Him beyond the 
cross, take up His cross and follow Him. 
This is a cloud of unreality to the unbe- 
liever. Sir Winston Churchill remarked 
that Russian motives at present are “a rid- 
dle wrapped in a mystery inside an enigma.” 
The unbeliever must feel that way about 
the Christian experience. This may account 
for the innumerable reactions to appeals to 
capture his desire for God. However, in 
God we have a knowledge of rightness and 
possess the very essence for doing right. But 
we must not only know but do. 

Knowing right needs a dynamic to do right 

There are many obstacles to doing right. 
Would that we could adequately discover 
the meaning of Paul’s burden when he said 
in Romans 7:15, . “For that which I do I 
allow not; for what I would, that do I not; 
but what I hate, that do I,” and verse 19, 
“For the good that I would I do not: but 
the evil which I would not, that I do.” He 
answered his own problem in verse 21. by 
saying “when I would do good, evil is 
present with me.” This obstacle is within 
us. The growing child who often finds him- 
self bent to doing destructive acts finds such 
an obstacle directing his life. Temporarily, 
at least, he loses his control or neglects to 
practise what teaching he has had for better 
and useful living. 

These uncontrolled moments are common 
among men. Released with unharnessed ex- 
pression they make one obnoxious and often 
dangerous to society. The acting one may 
know better, may be aware of the social 
consequences and the iron hand of the law, 
but because of loss of control of what is in 
him he lets loose. Several moments, hours, 
or days later he may suffer severe remorse, 
determne it shall never happen again but 
under pressure repeat the same performance. 
His knowledge of right is inadequate to 
control him. He needs a dynamic to do 
right. 

We are not left alone, thank God! 
have resources that generate dynamic to do 
right. Our faith in Christ gives us the 
pleasure of a wholesome desire. Our study 
of God’s Word reveals to us the mind of 


We. 


God about related things in this world and 
the world to come. We find ourselves regis- 
tering deterrents by exposure to God’s Word. 
Through prayer and devotion cur minds and 
hearts are sharpened to the finer things in 
life. We find ourselves enjoying a life. once 
disregarded and shunning a life once deemed 
important. We find not only a delight in 
control but power to control. It is the 
dynamic of God. We can never revert to 
the old life and be the same. We are 
ruined for the old sin life. This does not. 
guarantee we are doing well in the new life 
but we have tasted. . 

It is ours to employ the resources of the 
dynamic to do right. Halfhearted, anemic 
employment produces a sickly child. The 
resources are at our disposal. Most of us. 
know they are there but reluctantly or dis- 
interestedly turn to them. This may take a. 
little energy, demand a portion of time, and 
inflict pain to our current indulgences. So 
the line of least resistance is preferred and 
travelled. But if we are to do right, our 
knowledge of right will not suffice. We 
will be compelled to declare ourselves about 
God. Declare ourselves by active participa- 
tion in His program, and arm ourselves with 
His imparted strength. Then alone will we 
be fortified in time of stress, strain, or 
temptation. Then can we do what one knows. 
to be right. 


Doing what one knows to be right 

Doing what one knows to be right is often 
rowing against the tide. This is particularly 
true of the rightness according to.God as. 
we understand it. Uniformity among God’s: 
children is not a prerequisite to this doing 
but harmony in the united approach is valu- 
able and essential for effectiveness. It takes: 
a chorus of many voices singing different 
parts to make a beautiful oratorio. It takes: 
a conductor who knows what he is doing 
and can demand respect and loyalty to get. 
the best from the chorus and produce the 
desired effect. We can row against the tide 
together as a chorus singing all parts and 
do effective work. Or we can choose to. 
row alone and often with discord, make a 
noise, and deprive ourselves of the beauty 
and potency of rowing together. 

Doing alone what one knows to be right. 
can easily be ignored or bypassed by the 
crowd. But the chorus demands attention, 

(Continued on page 21) 
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C.LM. CHURCH CONFERENCE 


"The 1953 African Conference in Retrospect 
James E, Bertsche 

From an area in South Central Congo 
‘measuring 400 by 125 miles, there gathered 
.at Mukedi from June 16-23, 37 African dele- 
gates from seven principal C.I.M. mission 
stations. 

The 37 delegates were accompanied by 14 
‘missionaries who are in a special way work- 
ing with the Church at their respective sta- 
‘tions. 

The African delegate body represented 5 
tribal groups who were able to converse in 
-8 dialects. 

As to church responsibilities they divided 
‘themselves thus: 9 assistant pastors, 9 over- 
sseers, 2 deacons, 16 teachers, 1 layman. 

It was of special interest to note that it 
was the first African Conference to be held 
in the new Mukedi church; it was the first 
_African Conference with delegates from the 
“C.I.M. pastoral training school (Institute 
Biblique at Tshikapa); it was the first Afri- 
-can Conference to have aé_ representative 
‘from the newest C.I.M. station, Kamayala. 

_ Entertainment 

One evidence of a_ gradually 
growing church consciousness was 
the interest of the Mukedi church 
-membership in entertaining the vis- 
iting delegates. Groups of believers 
in surrounding villages were noti- 
fied of the dates and informed that 
contributions of manioc, corn, millet 
or money would be appreciated. 
“The response was hearty and their 
-offerings needed little supplementa- 
tion to entertain the visiting guest. 
“We consider this a sign of progress 
since in past years the African 
‘Church has often been content to 
leave the planning and financing of 

their conference in missionary 
hands. 

As to detail, a classroom was set 
-aside as the guest dining hall and 
here the visiting group met and 
‘shared food prepared by the Christian 
“women of the mission village. 

Installation Service 

The 1953 African Conference was high 
‘lighted by the installation of four assistant 
pastors—two from the Banga church and 
‘two from the Tshikapa community. It was at 


Sept.,-Oct., 


the close of the Sunday morning worship 
service of the conference that Rev. Elmer 
Dick, field evangelistic chairman, called the 
four candidates to the front of the church. 
After answering a series of questions which 
underlined their responsibilities and privi- 
leges, they knelt for the dedicatory prayer 
offered by Rev. Vernon Sprunger. As the 
service was dismissed, a line of well wish- 
ers—white and black—formed to extend them 
the hand of felicitation and cooperation. 


(You will be interested in this latest news 
item: one of the newly installed Banga pas- 
tors had returned home only a matter of 
days when his wife suddenly sickened and 
died. It is with profound gratitude that the 
missionaries have witnessed the sustaining 
grace of God in that newly installed pastor’s 
life. He with his oldest child, a 15-year-old 
girl, are quietly going ahead with the re- 
organization of their family activities—ad- 
justing to the sudden great gap in their 
humble home. That which for the ordinary 
pagan African would have been the occasion 
of much shrill wailing, pacifying of imagin- 
ed evil spirits and pagan rites has been turn- 





THE FIRST C.LM. BIBLE INSTITUTE STUDENTS 


AT TSHIKAPA 


From left to right: Falange of Mukedi, chairman of 
the conference; Bonga Jean, Nyanga; Samuel, Kabue 
David and Kabanga Tom of Tshikapa; Kasanda David 
of Mutena; Mukendi Pierre and Tshibole Ebels of 
Tshikapa, and Kaleta Emile of Charlesville. These 
men took an active part in the conference at Mukedi. 


ed by this newly installed African pastor 
to an occesion for a powerful testimony tu 
the abiding presence of Christ. Join us in 
prayer for him (Muadilu Philippe by name) 
and his family. Join us also in our praise as 
we rejoice in this another evidence that the 
power of God is sufficient to sustain these 
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our African friends in the times of most 
acid testing.) 
Mukedi History 

1953 beginning the 30th anniversary year 
for the station of Mukedi, time was given on 
the program to Miss Erma Birky, one of the 
Mukedi veterans, for a bit of reminiscence. It 
was a striking half hour. 

There in the setting of a new church with 
an African delegation representing an Af- 
rican church of nearly 15,000 members, she 
dipped back into her memory and shared 
some of her early experiences with them. 

They listened some of them hardly being 
able to believe as she told of living in the 
midst of the African village. She told of liv- 
ing for weeks and months at a time on a 
diet of sweet potatoes, corn, peanuts and 
chicken, surrounded by a curious but skep- 
tical African population, never knowing for 
certain whether there would be workmen or 
helpers available the following day or not. 
She told of going to new villages, calling the 
Africans together for service, of bowing 
her head for prayer only to say “Amen” and 
look up to find every soul disappeared, they 
believing steadfastly that she had been com- 
‘muning with some new brand of evil spirits! 
She told of four mail bags a year; of being 
separated from nearest white friends by days 
of hammock travel; of destroying fires. 

As she spoke it seemed that Africans and 
missionaries alike were making mental com- 
parisons between the picture she painted and 
the actual scene of the Conference session. 
All inevitably came to the same conclusion, 
praise to our Lord for the way He honored 
their efforts through the years. 


New Faces 

Just a matter of weeks before the 1953 
African Conference, the mission station at 
Kamayala (formerly of the Unevangelized 
‘Tribes Mission) became part of the C. I. M. 
field. Therefore at the conference there were 
new faces to be seen—white and dark—rep- 

resenting this new area. 
As the newcomers were invited to take 
part in the program, it soon became evident 
_ that though we had been strangers, we were 
actually brethren in faith and practice. The 
African delegates were quick to voice their 
approval of this widened C. I. M. fellowship 
and gave the new delegates a welcome 
which cut quickly and effectively across the 
age old African barriers of tribe and tongue. 
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KORNELIA UNRAU 
Conference Speaker 


It was another graphic illustration of the 

unifying power of the Gospel which lifts 

men above the natural barriers of earth. 
The Lord’s Supper 

If we were to select any one service of the 
week as the one we wish most you might 
have attended, it probably would be the tra- 
ditional fellowship hour on the afternoon of 
the closing day. This service usually is divid- 
ed into three parts; a testimony service, the 
Lord’s Supper and a prayer service. 

Again this year there were repeated indi- 
cations of the fact that the concept of the 
Church of Christ is being grasped. Several 
Africans arose to their feet to express their 
wonder at what they were participating in 
during that hour. Not too many years ago, 
had some of them been found so far away 
from home among cannibalistic tribesmen, 
they would have most certainly found their 
way into mud cooking pots. Now they were 
fellowshipping in a common faith with those 
who were formerly mortal enemies—discus- 
sing not more efficient brews for poison cups 
but rather seeking together how they might 
more efficiently spread the Gospel witness 
among their brethren. 

Then as communion hour came, a mission- 
ary and an African pastor took their places 
by the communion table and six others stood 
quickly awaiting their trays. We wish that 
you might all one day be privileged to share 
in a service such as that. With the traditional 
hymns of the church being reverently sung 
in an African dialect, the Lord’s Supper 

(Continued on page 20) 





TSHIKAPA SCHOOL DEDICATED 
W. E. Harder 


July 25 was the-date set for the dedica- 
ton of Tshikapa’s new Primary School 
building. It was the last possible date be- 
fore Archie Grabers would leave for fur- 
lough and the earliest because of the work 
remaining to finish the building. Thus, the 
weeks preceding the completion of the 
building were filled with prayer and plenty 
of hard work for all concerned. 

The dedication service took: place at 4:00 
o’clock when the day: becomes a bit cooler. 
Guests arrived ‘from Mukedi, Nyanga, 
Charlesville and Mutena Stations, some 30 
Belgian neighbors from the State Post and 
the Forminiere Diamond Company, and a 
host of natives, school: children and adults. 
Allan Wiebe, Director of the Educational 
Department at Tshikapa, served as chair- 
man. George Neufeld, Field Conference 
Chairman led in the opening prayer, and 
talks were given by the local assistant pas- 
tor, Katalai Samuel, Vernon Sprunger, legal 
representative of the C.I.M., and Archie 
Graber, station chairman, architect and 
builder of the new building. After a brief 
message on the cornerstone verse, “The 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wis- 
dom,” Psalm 111:10, Brother Graber led in 
the dedicatory prayer. Special music was 
provided by the student body, some 375 
voices, and a choir of native teachers di- 
rected by Mrs. Selma Wiebe. The 
discourse was given by Monsieur Liegois, 
Territorial Administrator, followed by the 
singing of the Belgian National Anthem and 
flag salute. Monsieur Liegois then cut the 
black, yellow and red ribbon, (the Belgian 
flag colors) thus Officially opening the school 
for classes and inspection. 

A tea was planned following the inaieeee 
in one of the classrooms arranged into a 
lounge for the occasion. Mrs. Irma Graber 
and Mrs. Selma Wiebe served as hostesses 
serving hot tea and punch. Dainty open 
face sandwiches of every description and 
Size and cookies were served. 

We are indeed grateful for the new build- 
ing in which to carry on the educational 
program. We feel sure a great door is 
opened to us in that the government ex- 
pects us to carry on a strong Bible training 
and Christian education program daily in 
our schools. It is our prayer, and we ask 
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our supporters to join us in it that many of 
the lives who go through these doors will 
meet Christ there and accept Him as Saviour 
and Lord, and that they may grow in 
knowledge of Him, being prepared for full 
and effective service for Christ and His 
Kingdom. 








Rev. V. J. Sprunger speaking at dedication 
of Tshikapa elementary school. 


C.LM. CHURCH CONFERENCE 
(Continued from page 19) 
was served; Mupende serving Mutshoke, 
American serving Muluba, white serving 
black. The Church of Christ in Congo; a 
modern miracle; a daily reality. 
The Conference Program 

The objectives of the African Conference 
as viewed by the missionary are fourfold: 
inspirational, informational, educational and 
evangelistic. 

As each new program is drawn up, a bal- 
ance between these four factors is sought. 


_ Thus once again this year with a view to the 


educational, a series of Bible studies was set 
up carrying through every day. The one this: 
year was conducted by Miss Kornelia Unrau 
centering about the life and ministry of the 
apostle Paul. 

Inspirational content centered about a se- 
ries of Old Testament men of faith. These 
studies were presented by various African 
pastors, 
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Informational hours were prevalent. For 
instance, Vernon Sprunger’s review of C.I.M. 
history; Robert Bontrager’s review of Protes- 
tant Missions in Congo; Erma Birky’s re- 
view of Mukedi history; Levi Keidel’s sug- 
gestive preaching texts. 


The evangelistic note was sounded each 
evening as various African pastors presented 
messages to the Mukedi Church and it was 
with joy that xarious groups of seekers were 
dealt with at the close of these services. 

Though the general tone of the conference 
was very good, there were occasional speech- 
es or pointers of view expressed which 
pointed up the lack of complete maturity on 
the part of our African Church. We rejoice 
in every evidence of development and 
growth. We pray earnestly that we may be 
able to cope with immaturity and lack of 
experience with sympathetic understanding, 
kindly guidance and firm example. Pray 
with and for us that in our efforts the Christ 
may be clearly seen and that as seen, He 
may do His miraculous transforming and 
purifying work among the people of Congo. 


New Mukedi Church 

A frequent topic of conversation among 
the Africans was the new Mukedi Church. It 
is the first to be realized from the legacies 
of Mrs. Elizabeth Oyer and Mr. Irvin Miller. 
Though it is not completely finished inside, 
it was entirely adequate for the conference. 
In it’s design, planning and architecture it is 
an eloquent tribute to the skilled hand and 
practiced eye of missionary builder Law- 
rence Rempel. The artistic and imaginative 
use of gothic arches in windows and intérior 
structure all laid up in natural stone creates 
a truly worshipful spirit. . 


As to the material it contains and the 
speed with which it was built it is a tribute 
to the African believers at Mukedi. All the 
stone in a church which will accommodate 
1000 people was provided by the Christians 
as well as much of the clay, sand and manu- 
al labor. 


The phrase “inzo yetu ya Nzambi’ (our 
House of God) is much to be heard these 
' days, at Mukedi and always it,is.spoken with 
obvious pride, pleasure and “sense of ac- 
complishment. Not only are they delighted 
with having a chapel in permanent mateérials 
for their place of worship but many of them 
are secretly marvelling that a cooperative 
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community project of such proportions could 
actually be carried to a successful conclusion. 

Out of all this has come the healthy reali- 
zation that they can carry ther own work 
forward if there is a will to do so. 








TO KNOW RIGHT AND DO IT 
(Continued from page 17) 


is not easily ignored, or opposed. This is a 
time when there is much wrong doing. To 
convert it into right doing by the power of 
God is less difficult when we sing together. 
Therefore a united front is essential at home 
and abroad. 

Doing what one knows to be right gives 
the satisfaction of a well invested life. There 
are many sick among us. Many not be- 
cause of an organic disorder but maladjust- 
ment to life. They find no special satis- 
faction in life. Life to them seems hard, 
painful, unrewarding, unsatisfactory. What 
they do may not seem harmful but is un- 
fruitful in satisfaction. This is painful liv- 
ing. Such a life is not invested in ac- 
complishments that bring elation or satis- 
faction. Worse, it neglects or refuses to 
allow itself to be invested in such. It just 
keeps rolling along. How dull! It is void 
of approval of man or God. 

But doing what one knows to be right with 
the approval of God is blessedness. We 
learn to know right according to God, we 
employ the resources that generate dynamic 
to do right, and then we turn ourselves loose 
against the tide if necessary. ‘Then opposi- 
tion is met intelligently, effectively, and 
with satisfaction. We delight to do the will 
of the Lord. 

It is important therefore to obey the ad- 
vice of Paul, “Whether therefore ye eat, or 
drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the 
glory of God.” The highest interest of 
God is all important. It is ours to know 
right according to God, and do right in 
accordance to His will and guidance. 

Bluffton, Ohio. 


CONGO WAYSIDE GLIMPSES 
(Continued from ‘page ls Ms 


Of African Treats 
The dark skinned African is casually prob- 
ing a rotten stump with the point of his 
carefully honed knife: Suddenly he stoops 
and with a deft thrust df his knife flips two 
great African grub worms olt’into the’ palm 
. (Continued on page 23) 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


June and July, 1953 


CENTRAL— 
Missionary, allowances... 2022543: $2175.00 
General:..contributions: , ..22...2 es 1553.50 
Education of missionaries .................... 187.60 
@perating budgets. 25....24°e ie a 964.08 
Death benefit insurance premium.s...... 98.58 
Retirement benefit 

insurance: premiums /:...4...251-4/..92 315.28 
Special: 
Personal gift to Levi Keidels.... ....... 37.00 
Special needs! .4..2.2500). 636.2... 10.00 


Bible and Christian Literature Fund 1008.00 


Charlesvillesmedical 2s 252 32.45 
Station (Children’s) Fund 89.22.24.) 59.36 
Ladies’ Auxiliary—C.I.M.. _...........2..2..... 6.00 


Total Central 


E.M.C.— 
Missionary, allowances’... 222 = $2110.00 
General contributions ................-:. rire oe 1272.58 
Education of missionaries ...................... 187.66 
Operating budget 964.03 
Death benefit insurance premiums..... 131.38 
Retirement benefit 

insurance premiums .................2.--. 440.16 
Gab Min History i eA ees, eae 14.10 
PASSAS Opin cei, Aenean ae ae eee ee, 1009.00 
Special: 
Personal to Mrs. Marie Brown.............. 80.00 
Ladies’ Auxiliary—C.I.M. ...... Bie he 2158.33 
Special, Needs ius escuela ee eas 336.10 
Christian Literature Fund... Berdekeles 199.10 
Mutena. Station tinted: 2 ee ees 100.00 
Station.» Children’s. Bund:<229.... 200s. 196.74 

Total: VE MG so Bee ee es ee $9290.09 
E.M.B.— 
Missionary allowances. ....................-..---- $2173.00 
Education of missionaries .................... 55.00 
Operating budget ........... Pepe rer CPR aen 1393.20 
Death benefit insurance premiums.... 43.56 
Retirement benefit 

insurance premiums. ............2-6........ 167.88 
Promotional. gas aetna. k .00 
Passage, (¢.cvenwete® wennioiata: teh eeiite chee 500.00 
Special: 
Personal to Peter Bullers...................... 11.00 
Personal’ to Miss Lena Friesen............ 5.00 
Personal to Miss Aganetha Friesen.... 5.00 
Christian Literature Fund. .................... 94.23 


galice nti ey ens $6448, 85 
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Speciah meedsya.:4 aww kee 450.00 

Total 4E.M Bias heehee $4898.37 
GENERAL— 
Missionary allowances ..........0.2..22..10--. $3103.38 
Education of missionaries ...................- 260.80 
Operating budget ... 254k j-b 1474.34 
Death benefit insurance premiume...... 77.92 
Retirement benefit 

INSuUrance, Premiums. Ga. ee 375.92 
Promotional jo...) ee 1.00 
PASSE Cy <cc-neceeetse e e ee a 1429.96 
Special: 
Personal gift to Miss Tina Quiring.... 21.36 
Personal gift to Mrs. Elvina Martens 10.00 
Personal gift to Waldo Harders.......... 22.10 
Charlesvilles medical 24.2522. 393.00 
Christian Literature Fund. .................... 27.58 
Ladies’ Auxiliary—C.LM. 2. 2 90.00 
Kamayala (Station 2 oc. ees 250.00 

Total General 2252202 Seth. $7542.36 
OTHER— 
Missionary allowances .......... Rea tiets ah $1650.32 
General contributions ......000000..000000000.... 15.82 
Promotional ..c3.2%. os ee ee 13.50 
Special: 
Personal gift to Elmer J. Dicks............ 10.00 
Personal gift to Miss Anna Quiring.... 5.00 
Personal gift to Miss Tina Quiring.... 5.00: 
Personal gift to Orphans 

at Kamayala Station —......00.0000000000020... 40.00 
Personal gift to Miss Selma Unruh... 5.00 


Personal gift to Miss Amanda Reimer 200.00 


Personal gift to Miss Agnes Lutke...... 7.00 
Personal gift to 

Miss Aganetha Friesen..............0......... 13.00 
Personal gift to Miss Lena Friesen.... 10.00 
Special needs ..::..4.ci.2cacn.il dl 2008.00° 
Christian Literature Fund .................... 81:25 
Kamayala “station: ..-00..2280 4a ee 460.50 
Central Bible School .....0.00......0000000..... 115.85 

Total (Other = cs ek eee $4640.24 
Grand Total Receipts ..................02.. $30,643.87 


Have you heard that white-wash isn’t. 
permanent? 
*x* * & 


Do you delight to do the will of God? Ps. 
40:8. 
: % % * 
One thorn in the finger is worth more than 
a lecture on briars. 


ct 
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C.I.M., Kamayala 
July 19, 1953 
Dear Mr. Driver: 

Greetings from your youngest child, Ka- 
mayala. As far 2s we can see he is coming 
along very nicely. I tell you this because I 
know you will be glad to hear of it. By now 
perhaps you have met Miss Bertha Miller 
and she will have given you firsthand in- 
formation about your new Congo baby. 


We took Bertha to Kikwit last Monday 
and she left for Leo by plane the following 
Wednesday morning and then on to Brussels 
and home. The trip was terribly dusty since 
this has been a very dry season up this way. 
We were quite a way past Gungu when we 
came to the Lufuko River and found that the 
bridge was out. So back we went and had 
to take a iengthy detour. We had previously 
had a blowout so at Gungu we stopped and 
the administrator, Mr. Capps, helped us out 
with a spare for our trip on to Kikwit. 


Art is busy up at the Leper Colony most of 
the time putting up roofs and building sun- 
dried brick homes for them. If you could see 
them all standing around and _ watching 
everything the workmen do your heart 
would be touched I am sure. Up until now 
they have lived only in grass huts and they 
think this new big white man is pretty won- 
derful. Art brought along masons and carpen- 
ters from Nyanga and Mukedi and this has 
really been a great help to him as they are 
acquainted with his ways and can go ahead 
and do things like they ought to be done. 


The lepers are heiping along too by carry- 
ing sand and water from the river and so 
they feel they are a real part of this project 
too. The other evening in prayer meeting we 
heard by the way the workmen from Nyanga 
and Mukedi testified that they feel they are 
real missionaries coming out here to help. 
This is a wonderfui attitude on their part 
and for closing their meeting they sang, “I’ll 
go where You want me to go, dear Lord.” 
It really touched our hearts for we realize 
what a terrible fear these people have of 
coming in close contact with lepers of any 
kind. 


Art has done some work on the orphanage 
for the untainted children as well and in- 
tends to have the roof up this week. Last 
week the workmen reroofed the Miller sis- 
ters’ house with grass. We were having a 
hard time getting enough grass but the Lord 
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answered our prayers and by the end of the: 
week when they were finished. with the 
house there was even a little left. 

This is Sunday evening and we were to: 
have prayer meeting, but just before it began. 
Mary came in to say that a man had been at-- 
tacked by a wild boar while out hunting andi 
whether Art would please take him to the: 
Doctor at Kahemba. Since Vernon was here 


‘he went along and so did Mary—it’s way 


past nine and they are still not back. Larry: 
and Mark are asleep so since I’ve heard Art 
say time and again that he should be writing: 
you about his work, I thought I’d do my: 
wifely duty and have a little chat with you.. 
I see the lights now so if he wishes to add: 
anything he can. 

This is a week later and my husband has: 
not added anything so I will send this on to, 
you. 

In Christian love, 
Mrs. Arthur Janz.. 


FAREWELL TO THE ENNS’ 


(Continued from page 4) 

and numerous palm trees provided plenty~ 
of shade and on one side we had the view 
of the far-away ravine. (This spot was later- 
chosen as the site for the new teacher-train-- 
ing school, the Ecole de Moniteur.) We en- 
joyed a delicious picnic, including a wiener 
roast and ice cream and pie. 

Today, June 15, the Enns’ left on their 
first lap of the journey. They are as Mom. 
and Dad to us young missionaries and as 
grandma and grandpa to our little children.. 
Their presence and their advice will be: 
greatly missed by all. May God give them a. 
safe journey and a blessed furlough. 

Nyanga Missionaries. 


CONGO WAYSIDE GLIMPSES 


(Continued from page, 21) 
of his sinewy hand. They are unusually well’ 
developed grub worms, easily three fingers: 
in circumference at the fattest spot. The Af-- 
rican’s eyes gleam with anticipation as he 
makes his way back to the village. 

He stirs up the smouldering wood fire- 
and settles his earthen cooking pot firmly 
on the three blackened stones. Into the bowl 
he drops the plump squirming morsels, adds: 
a bit of water and settles easily back on his 
haunches waiting with keen pleasure for the 
pot to boil. 
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Untainted leper children in the orphanage at Kamayala. 





KAMAYALA STATION 


Responsibility for this work was assumed by Congo Inland Mission in 
May of 1953. The work was started by the Unevangelized Tribes Mission in 
1930 and three of the original missionaries are still there and now members 
of the C.I.M. staff. They are Mr. Victor Buck, Miss Mary Miller and Miss 
Bertha Miller. Veteran C.I.M. missionary, Miss Erma Birky, has been as- 
signed to duty there as well. 


The address is—Kamayala via Kahemba 
Congo Belge, Africa 


Rev. and Mrs. Ben Eidse have been appointed to. this station and will 
-Teave New York for Congo, October 24, 1953. 


| “GF : ‘ <p BES 


\ 


a Kighty-five Ieper are cared fo and fed in the Leper Colony and their, 
“families are supervised. Fifty-two orphans are provided for. The American 
ide@PTOSy Missions is assisting in the work. “Your. earnest prayers and. material, 
»means are requested. in this added, responsibility. Besides. the station and 

| > Leper Colony, native evangelists: are carrying on: the. work of :the Lord: in 
“more than:sixty villages. Read’ atk Arthur’ Jal an2's S letter ‘on (Soh preceding 
pane, : te 
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The African children had never known of a Blessed Christmas 
until the Missionary came 
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THE CONGO INLAND MISSION 
A Co-operative Mission in the Belgian Congo 
OFFICERS OF THE BOARD 


PRESIDENT—Mr. A. Neuenschwander - - - - - Grabill, Indiana 

VICE-PRESIDENT—A. H. Schertz - - - - - Metamora, Illinois 

RECORDING SECRETARY—Rev. R. L. Warialer - Bloomington, Illinois 

SECRETARY-TREASURER—Mr. H. A. Driver, 4610 S. Waddlawn Ave., Chicago 15, Tl. 

OFFICE SECRETARY—Miss Eldora Rempel 

Board Members Conference Affiliation ‘Term Expiration 

Rev. Reuben Short, Evangelical Mennonite Conference - - - - 1955 
Mr. A. Neuenschwander, Evangelical Mennonite Conference - - - 1956 
Rev. M. A. Rediger, Evangelical Mennonite Conference - - -. - - 1954 
Mr. H. A. Driver, Evangelical Mennonite Conference - - - - - 1956 
Rev. H. E. Bertsche, Evangelical Mennonite Conference = - - - 1955 
Rev. E. Rocke, Evangelical Mennonite Conference - - - - - - 1954 
Rev. L. E. Troyer, Central Conference of Mennonites - - ~ - 1954 
Mr. Stanley Miller; Central Conference of Mennonites - - = - 1955 
Rev. R. L. Hartzler, Central Conference of Mennonites - a os - 1955 
Mr. A. H. Schertz, Central Conference of Mennonites - - - - 1956 
Rev. Allen Yoder, Central Conference of Mennonites - - - - 1954: 
Rev. Ben Esch, Central Conference of Mennonites - - - - = 1956 
Rey. H. H. Dick, The Evangelical Mennonite Brethren - . - - . 1956 
Rev. Wm. Loewen, The Evangelical Mennonite Brethren - os ee 1954 
Rev. A. P. Toews, The Evangelical Mennonite Brethren - - - - 1955 . 
Rev. A. E. Kreider, General Mennonite Conference - - Se cat - 1956 ‘i 
Dr. S. F. Pannabecker, General Mennonite Conference - - - - 1955 
Rev. John Suderman, General Mennonite Conference - - - 1954 





STATIONS AND MISSIONARIES 


Charlesville—Kasai District Tshikapa 
Miss Aganetha Friesen | Rev. and Mrs. Allan Wiebe - 
Miss Tina Quiring Rev. and Mrs. Waldo Harder 
Rev. and Mrs. Harold Graber Basa * F 
Rev. and Mrs. Glenn ee Panes Mia. Chariesviuy 
Miss Lena Friesen Rev. and Mrs. Levi Keidel, Jr. 
Miss Frieda Guengerich Rev. and Mrs. Sam Ediger — Aire 


Rev. and Mrs. Rudolph Martens 


Miss Irena Liechty Kamayala via Kahemba 


Miss Erma Birky 


Mutena via Tshikapa Rev. and Mrs. Ben Eidse 
Rev. Victor Buck 
Rev. and Mrs. Samuel Entz : : 
Miss Fanny Schmallenberger poeS ie Rae ay 
Rev. and Mrs. Geo. B. Neufeld Bruxelles, Belgium x 
Miss Lois Slagle ; 
Rev. and Mrs. Elmer Dick Miss Amanda Reimer, R.N. 
Rev. and Mrs. Loyd Brown LECO—Leopoldville 
Nyanga via Tshikapa Rev. and Mrs. Robert Bontrager 
Miss Kornelia Unrau On Furlough 
Rev. and Mrs. John B. Jantzen Miss Anna V. Liechty 
Rev. and Mrs. Arthur B. Janz Miss Mabel Sauder 
Rev. and Mrs. Peter Buller Miss Anna Quiring 
Miss Selma Unruh - Miss Lodema Short 
Rev. and Mrs. A, D. Graber 
. Mukedi via Kikwit Miss Agnes Sprunger 
Rev. and Mrs. Frank J. Enns 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Falk Rev. and Mrs. Russell F. Schnell 
Dr. and Mrs. Merle Schwartz - Miss Bertha Miller 
Rev. and Mrs. Vernon Sprunger 
Miss Agnes Lutke Retired : 
Rev. and Mrs. James Bertsche Rev. and Mrs. Roy O. Yoder 
Rey. and Mrs. Lawrence Rempel Rev. and Mrs. John P. Barkman 
Rev. and Mrs. Ellis Gerber Mrs. Emma Moser 


Miss Sara 1 Mpa _ Rev. and Mrs. Henry A. Toews 
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OUR SEMI-ANNUAL 
MEETING 

The Minutes of the Semi-annual Congo 
Inland Mission Board meeting are recorded 
elsewhere in this issue of the Messenger. 
There were two days of fine Christian fellow- 
ship in which the spiritual and inspirational 
blessings permeated and guided the busi- 
ness that was considered. 


The Host Church 

The Grabill congregation is one of the 
original C.I.M. supporters and has continued 
through the years. It is the home congre- 
gation of our President, Albert Neuen- 
schwander, who is senior deacon in the con- 
gregation. He directed the affairs during the 
day and he with the pastor, Rev. Don Klopf- 
enstein, the Ladies’ Auxiliary and entire 
congregation were gracious hosts in making 
everyone feel welcome and comfortable. 
On Monday about 75 guests were served 
meals by the hosts. For the evening meal 
all were seated at tables and served a de- 
licious chicken dinner. Special honors were 
given to Miss Agnes Sprunger who has just 
returned from the field for the first time 
since 1935. Miss Sprunger has given thirty- 
seven years of continuous missionary serv- 
ice giving special service in translation work. 
Also specially honored was our host Albert 
Neuenschwander who has been President 
of the board for 20 consecutive years and 
Rev. and Mrs. Frank J. Enns who have 
given twenty-seven years of continuous 
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service during most of which time on the 
field. Rev. Enns has been chosen by the 
missionaries as chairman of the Field Com- 
mittee. In the evening service all four were 
honored publicly and special citations read 
for them. Dr. E. A. Nida of the American 
Bible Society thrilled the audience with his 
message. 

The business sessions of the board were 
permeated by a spirit of prayer and a sense 
of responsibility for the young church in 
Congo as guided by our representatives. 

Missionary Allowances Increased 

Action was taken to increase the support 
for missionaries’ children beginning with 
1954. The new schedule calls for $200.00, 
for children 1-6 inclusive; $300.00 for those 
7-11; $450.00 for those 12-21 years, or as 
long as they are in school. An increase of 
ten per cent to missionaries’ personal allow- 
ances was voted for the year 1954, as a cost 
of living adjustment rather than a permanent 
increase. 

Auxiliary Field Funds Granted 

Besides the field operating budget of 
$32,400.00, the board authorized raising 
$18,000.00, for building purposes, having in 
mind at least four permanent missionary 
dwellings. This represents a change over 
former years in that the amount is to be 
shared by the four cooperating conferences. 
Formerly all funds for buildings, cars, trucks, 
etc., were publicized among the constituency 
and received as specific gifts. This auxiliary 
budget then was voted in an effort to cause 
these specific gifts to flow towards the urgent 
needs of the total work of the field. Our 
large number of new missionaries has creat- 
ed the urgent need for dwellings. 

Swiss Group See Affiliation 

Since Rev. V. J. Sprunger and family are 
returning from Congo in December it was 
decided to ask them to return by plane by 
way of Europe and contact the Swiss group 
that has missionaries at Wamba-Luadi sta- 
tion. This group has other missionaries 
prepared for Congo and Mr. Sprunger is 
asked to interview these candidates and ad- 
vise the board about this possible expansion 
of our work. 

Closing Dedication and Consecration 
| Service 

The crowd on Tuesday was increased by 
the presence of nearly 100 Auxiliary mem- 

(Continued on page 26) 
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COST OF SUPPORTING A MISSIONARY 


Frequently we are asked what it costs to 
support a C.I.M. missionary. Often some- 
one asks why it costs so much or why it 
costs more than under some other board? 
The C.LM. is not a world-wide board but 
has only one field, the Belgian Congo. The 
Congo Inland Mission Board is incorporated 
under the laws of the State of Illinois. It is 
therefore an independent mission board with 
its own authority. However, its members 
are elected by the boards or delegate bodies 
of four Mennonite Conferences. These mem- 
bers meet twice annually to determine the 
budget for the following year and to author- 
ize or approve actions and measures for the 
administration of the work. 


A missionary term of service is for five 
years unless otherwise determined by the 
field council or home board so. we will di- 
vide the costs of a missionary’s support over 
a five-year period to find the annual cost 
of a C.I.M. missionary. The cost comes 
under the following categories and is. given 
in general terms on the basis of the past 
three years’ statistics. 


Passage to and from the field for a single 
nissionary comes to approximately $1,500.00, 


$300.00 annually. Children under 12 travel © 


for half fares but their food and other 
facilities cost just as much as their parents 
so if there are children their expense must 
be added. 


Personal allowance. A single missionary 
in 1954 will receive $907.50, and a couple 
will receive $1,650.00. Besides this basic 
allowance if the missionaries wish to take 
advantage of the board’s group insurance 
plan the board pays three-fourths of the 
premium. Using the costs of personal al- 
lowances, children’s allowances and insur- 
ance premiums we arrive at an average an- 
nual cost of $1,064.50 per year. 


Field Budget. This includes all funds for- 
warded to the field for upkeep of the build- 
ings and grounds of the mission and for 
carrying on the work in all its phases. This 
then represents actually the “tools” with 
which our missionary has to work and has 
averaged $600.00 annually per missionary. 


Auxiliary Field Budget. This represents 
funds for the expansion of the work, erection 
of new buildings, purchase of cars and other 
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equipment and has averaged in recent years 
$300.00, per missionary annually. 


Administration and Promotion or that 
which is spent in the home office for ex- 
pediting the work. This has averaged about 
$100.00 per missionary per year. 


Study in Belgium. Educational and medi- 
cal missionaries are required to spend a 
year’s residence in Belgium and all are urged 
to learn French and Belgian policy which 
demands a minimum of six months. This 
additional cost of approximately $600.00, is 
borne by the board. However, it is not 
required at present for second term of serv- 
ice and if it is divided equally for our entire 
staff it costs $100.00 annually per mission- 


ary. Summarizing the costs we have as 
follows: 
Passage 20 .Seee ee eee $ 300.00 
Personal allowance ......0..002....2. 1,064.50 
Field Budget 2...2.... Ee re 600.00 


Auxiliary or building budget 300.00 
Home Administration: .............. 100.00 
Education “-in : Belgium 2.2.22: 100.00 
Total annual cost per 

missionary “2stgc sae $2,464.50 


That sum then represents the amount of 
cash per missionary the C.I.M. board guaran- 
tees to be responsible for. It seems like a 


_lot, doesn’t it, but it is small in comparison 
_to the cost of supporting a U.S. soldier over- 


seas or many other forms of service which 


"do not reap the reward or produce the 


benefits of missionary endeavor. 


But it costs far more than those dollars 
and cents indicate. It costs the life of every 
missionary and Jesus says one soul is worth 
more than the whole world. Therefore, we 
could conclude that C.I.M. is worth seventy- 
five worlds or one for each missionary for 
they are all completely given to Christ and 
His Cause. Then add to that one world 
for each of the more than twelve thousand 
souls that have been saved through the 
Word of the missionaries’ testimony plus 
all the prayers, consecration and devotion 
of thousands of the loyal constituency and 
you have something of the returns from this 
cost. Do missionaries cost or pay? Do 
you know where you can invest more 
wisely? Income on your investment eter- 
nally. 


° 
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En route from Brussels to Congo they write, 
“Hitherto hath the Lord helped us.” 
“For the love of Christ controls us. 
Elvina and I have experienced the love of 
Christ many times in the homeland and in 
Belgium and now here in Congo. He has 
brought us through safely for which we are 
very thankful. Although the courses in 
Belgium were at times difficult, yet the Lord 


) 


always helped overcome these difficulties. 


through gifts of wisdom, strength, patience, 
material aid, inspiration, etc. 

Elvina’s stage which looked like it would 
be quite uninteresting at the beginning is 
becoming quite interesting and instructive. 
This term of practical hospital observation 
in the large native hospital’here in Leopold- 
ville has been lengthened to about five 
weeks. We are enjoying the fellowship cf 
the Bontragers and other missionaries here 
in the city. 

Our co-workers on the field are awaiting 
They already have plans made 
where they will use us most effectively. 
The Charlesville folks have told us how they 








Mr. and Mrs. Rudolph Martens 


have hoped and prayed for a doctor. 
highest aspiration is to remain faithful to 
our Lord’s call and to serve Him wherever 
the need is greatest. 

Rudolph and Elvina Martens. 


“Faithful is he that called you, who also 
will do it”—I Thess. 5:24. 

I praise God for His faithfulness to me. 
He has led me step by step since the day I 





Letters from the Missionaries 


Our 
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accepted Him as my Saviour and even more 
since I have dedicated my life for His serv- 
ice in the Congo. 

The past year in Belgium has been hard 
and it has made me realize more and more 
that I need to 
depend on 
Him for grace 
and strength 
for every task, 
I am grateful 
to God that He 
has helped me 
tocomplete 
t he French 
an d Colonial 
Courses s u c- 
cessfully. He 
has given mea 
restful voyage 
a.n-d. now -I 
have reached 
Congo, the 
land to which He called me several years 
ago. It is with joy that I look forward to the 
work at Charlesville and know that He will 
help in the future as He has in the past. “He 
knows, He loves, He cares, nothing this 
truth can dim, He does His very best for 
those who leave the choice with Him.” 

Irena Liechty. 





Miss Irena Liechty 


It is 9:30 P.M. The Charlesville is “parked” 
about 10 kilometres up the Congo river. At 
6:00 P.M. the anchor was thrown because 
the ships do not travel at night on the river. 
Even though it is wide, it is shallow and 
the ocean liners cannot find their ‘path’ in 
the dark. This afternoon we saw where the 
muddy waters of the Congo enter the ocean. 
We enjoyed the lovely scenery along the 
banks. We even caught our first glimpses 
of native huts and saw their half clothed 
inhabitants scurrying around in the clear- 
ings. It all seems like a dream. 

Our minds go back to the events of the 
past year. We had oceans to cross, exams 
to face and a hospital experience. Yet in 
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Mr. and Mrs. Ellis Gerber 


it all we can say, “Hitherto hath the Lord 
helped us.” 

Now we are arriving at the Lord’s harvest 
field, Congo, in which He has called us to 
labour. We see before us “new mountains 
of difficulty,” another language, new adjust- 
ments and new responsibilities. But, when 
we remember how the Lord helped us in 
the past we can look forward with confi- 
dence, knowing that He who is the same yes- 
terday, today and forever will help us in 
the future. 

Ellis and Edna Gerber. 


“Hitherto Hath the Lord Helped Us.” 

“Then Samuel took a stone, and set it... 
and called the name of it Ebenezer (Stone 
of Help), saying, Hitherto hath the Lord 
helped us.” I Samuel 7:12. The Israelites 
under Samuel had been much oppressed by 
the Philistines. When they cried to the Lord 
He delivered them from their oppressoys 
and gave them peace. Samuel then erected 
this stone that would continually bring to 
mind, “Hitherto hath the Lord helped. . .” 

Our time in Belgium is a “stone” of re- 
minder to us of the Lord’s help. He made 
it possible for us to be married in Belgium 
and to unite our lives for His service. Many 
times while we studied in Belgium there 
was so much French to learn at once, or so 
many facts to learn about the Belgian Congo 
at one time, that we cried to the Lord for 
HIS guidance and strength. As with Sam- 
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uel the Lord delivered us. Loyd particularly 
noted the Lord’s help last June before the 
oral French exam, when on the same day 
as the exam the Lord guided him _ to 
memorize just the right rule among hun- 
dreds, to study just the right part of speech 
extra carefully, to translate beforehand 
just the right passage from a piece of French 
literature. And on the exam itself the pro- 
fessor asked about each of these points. 
Thank you for your prayers for us in 
Belgium. Please join us in praying for 
Amanda Reimer, C.I.M. medical missionary, 
who is studying there this year. 

As we are now aboard the SS Charlesville 
nearing the borders of Congo, we continue 
to cry to the Lord for His help. Our prayer. 
now, more than ever before, is that we will 
be pliable clay in HIS hands, that we will 
be vessels to pour out HIS love, HIS light, 
and HIS salvation to the fear-dominated, 





Loyd and Marie Brown 


darkened, lost souls in Congo. We are very 
dependent upon your prayers with ours 
to this end. 

Loyd and Marie Brown. 


“Hitherto Hath the Lord Helped Us.” 

A year ago as I faced the trip to Belgium 
and the necessity of passing examinations in 
another lenguage my heart was troubled 
with questions and misgivings. “Is this really 
@ necessary part of my preparation? Will 
I be able to meet the test?” But the Lord 
reassured me that the supply for every need 
was included in His promise, “Lo I am with 
you alway.” He also gave me the assur- 
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Miss Frieda Guengericb 


ance of His presence in Exodus 33:14, a verse 
which was precious to me at examination 
time. 

Now as I look back over the past months 
my heart goes up in praise and thanksgiving 
to God and sings: 

“Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father. 
Morning by morning new mercies I see. 
All I have needed thy Hand has provided, 
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me.” 

The experiences of the past year have 
meant more than learning a language and 
finishing the Colonial Course. They have 


brought me in contact with the Belgian 


people who control the Congo and have 
taught me valuable lessons about the land 
to which I am going and its people. More 


than that, the Lord has had His own way ~ 


of drawing me nearer to Himself through 
the experiences of this year. He has shown 
me that it isn’t so much my service that He 
wants, but my heart cleansed of self and 
yielded wholly to Him. 

The future is unknown and doubtless holds 
many new duties and new problems, but 
“hitherto hath the Lord helped” and I am 
sure I can count on His faithfulness. 

Frieda Guengerich. 


“Hitherto Hath the Lord Helped Us.” 

“Call unto me, and I will answer thee, 
and show thee great and mighty things, 
which thou knowest not.” Jeremiah 33:3. 

This year in Belgium has been one inter- 
esting but difficult one. The Lord has taught 
and shown me many things of which I 
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knew nothing, 
when I left 
you dear peo- 
ple. ‘He know- 
eth the way 
that I take — 
sometimes 
through days of 
testing; when I 
felt I couldn’t 
go on, He said, 
‘My grace is 
sufficient for 
thee: for my 
S.t-rre nig tah 
is made per- 
fect in weak- 
ness.’ ” There were times of discouragement, 
but He said, “Wait on the Lord; be of good 
courege, and He shall strengthen mine 
heart:” Sometimes I wondered if people at 
home were praying, or even thinking of me, 
then would come several letters reassuring 
me of your thoughts and prayers. 

This year has been good preparation for 
the Mission Field, at least so our “senior 
missionaries” tell us. It has also been a 
year of rich blessing from Him. In looking 
back over these months end weeks, I am 
reminded of the verse in II Kings 25:30. 
The spiritual application of it is very 
precious. “And his allowance was a con- 
tinual allowance given him of the king, a 
daily rate for every day, all the days of 
his life.” 





Sara Friesen 


Sara Friesen. 


BELGIAN FRENCH PROFESSOR PRAIS- 
ES OUR MISSIONARIES 
10 Place Emile Danco 
Brussels, Belgium 
The Reverend H. W. Coxill 
5 Rue du Champ-du-Mars 
Brussels, Belgium 
Reverend and dear Sir: 

A week in bed—chills and acute neuritis 
of the limbs—have prevented my thanking 
you properly for the very kind letter which 
you so graciously sent me at the conclusion 
of my courses at the Colonial School. The 
satisfaction which you so kindly expressed 
touches me deeply and encourages me to 
pursue my task with every resource in order 
to be still more useful to our dear mission- 
aries of the Protestant churches. 





I was moved also by the gracious note of 
appreciation which my former pupils sent 
me along with a touchingly symbolic ex- 
ample of African sculpture. I am not worthy 
of these testimonials of gratitude, for I have 
only fulfilled as far as I was able a task for 
which I am paid. 

However, these mementos give me deep 
pleasure; as long as I live they will have 
their place both in my home and in my heart. 
They will always remind me of your heroic 
young people whose professor I have feit 
it an honor to be, and on whom I have laid 
so many burdens—with what secret regret— 
because I had to think only of their future 
interests in the Belgian Congo. 


Will you tell them please, Reverend Pastor, 
how much I have appreciated and admired 
them and how I hope that they will attain 
cut there the ideal to which they have de- 
voted their lives and which I fully share. 
Will you tell them also that I will not let slip 
any occasion to express to the higher au- 
thorities both in word and in writing the 
admiration and the confidence which I am 
trying to express to you here. 


If I have been able to teach a little French 
to your missionaries, they on their side have 
given me genuine lessons of charity, of 
nobleness of soul, and of courage. They 
have brought me deep comfort from the 
disillusions which the war afflicted on me. 
They have reconciled me with mankind, 
and I remain in their debt. 

Please accept my thanks for being my 
interpreter to them in this matter, and for 
the loyal support you have constantly given 
me with so much understanding. 

i ames sir 

Most respectfully yours, 
(Signed) R. Gilsoul. 


FAITHFUL GIVERS 

The Lord is blessing CONGO INLAND 
MISSION again with many gifts for the 
work. Some of them large and some smaller 
but all appreciated and so useful in making 
the ministry of the missionaries more ef- 
fective. We hope to publish a list of those 
who have given to these specific needs dur- 
ing the current year in the next issue of the 
MESSENGER. But now we wish to thank 
the donors of three special needs for which 
we have been praying for some time. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Peter Peters and daughter 
of Langham, Saskatchewan, have given money 
to build a permanent building for the Cen- 
tral Bible School known as Institute Biblique 
and located at Tshikapa station. The build- 
er and also director of the Bible school, 
Rev. A. D. Graber, is now home on furlough 
but bricks are being made and other ma- 
terials gathered so that the Bible school 
building will be one of the first to be con- 
structed when he returns in the summer 
of 1954. 


A 7500-watt Witte diesel electric light or 
power plant for each of the medical cen- 
ters—at Mukedi and Charlesville—are to go 
as baggage of the Eidse and Rempel families 
on the S.S. Bruckel. Mr. and Mrs. David 
Neuhauser of Napoleon, Ohio, and members 
of the E.M.C. Church at Archbold gave the 
funds for one of them and the Rocke and 
Rowell families. parents and brothers and 
sisters of Rev. and Mrs. Glenn Rocke, pro- 
vided the other one. We do praise God for 
these gifts which will so greatly help the 
work of Dr. Schwartz and Dr. Martens and 
provide so many, needed services for both 
the missionaries and the Africans as well. 


MUTENA-GRAMS 
Dear Readers, 

My, how quickly the months pass on into 
history. I can hardly believe that we are in 
August and that the dry season is nearly 
over for another year. 


We have had two rains for which we are 
thankful, thankful for two reasons, they 
were so refreshing and not hard enough to 
spoil our unburned bricks and _ unroofed 
buildings. 

Some of us at Mutena made a trip to 
Lubondai to see the dentist. Because of the 
illness of his wife the older dentist could 
not take care of us and we were treated 
by a new one who recently arrived in the 
Congo. Light housekeeping facilities were 
providedsoufom sus*and® “by “takine’ oun 
food along we fared nicely. We were on 
the station from. Monday afternoon until 
early Thursday morning. 


We drove home via Luluabourg and were 
we tired? The length of the trip combined 
with a shopping tour made a full day and 
we could hardly wait until we arrived at 
Mutena. None of us needed sleeping pills 








t 
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when we retired with the thought that 
“there is no place like home.” 

We enjoyed having the Jantzen family 
with us over one week end. We always ap- 
preciate the fellowship of our co-workers 
and it gives us a real lift to be together for 
such periods of association. 

Services held in a few of our out-villages 
over the week end were well attended and 
the interest was good. Those held in our 
nearby villages were also appreciated and 
quite a number heard the Word who never 
darken the chapel door. 

Our Chief Kasonga is still on 
and will continue to be as he is suffering 
from an incurable disease. He is unable to 
sit on a chair and cannot attend our church 
services. 

Our school girls are very much interested 
in their sewing classes and we hope they 
will learn a few things about sewing, mend- 
ing, crocheting and simple embroidery. Some 
of them are very awkward and it takes a 
little time for the sewers and the needles 
to get acquainted. 

Measles, chicken pox, and intestinal flu 
caused numerous absences among our stu- 
dents. Virulent germ has caused several 
deaths among small children. 


As the walls of our new church are getting 
higher construction is becoming increasing- 
ly difficult and more dangerous. We are 
praying for the safety of our industrial man 
and his workmen in this big project. 


The people are beginning to think about 
fields and of course are busy getting plots 
of ground ready for the planting season 
which is just around the corner. Even 
sicknesses are forgotten in the rush of their 
eagerness to plant. 


Thanks to all of you for your prayers and 
gifts. They have gone a long way and 
only the Lord knows the real results. May 
we continue to work together in the great- 
est cause on earth, His Cause. Above all 
else, don’t forget to pray for us and the 
African Church about which we are much 


- concerned at the present time. 


I shall meet you again on these pages at 
come future date. God bless you and fortify 
you for that which He expects of you in 
your daily routine. ‘As thy days so shall 
thy strength be.” 

Yours in Him, 
Fanry A. Schmallenberger. 


the sick list. 
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HIGH LIGHTS FROM KAMAYALA 
STATION 


The evangelistic work is carried on by 80 
evangelist-teachers who teach the children 
of the villages to read and write, and who 
faithfully give forth the Message of Life to 
all the village people twice each day. Many 
have been won to the Lord and are serving 
Him. From these groups taught in the 
villages we draw our children who attend 
the mission school, and from whom we ex- 
pect our future evangelists, teachers and 
pastors. God has been and is richly bless- 
ing this department and is giving souls for 
which we praise Him. These evangelists 
are over-seen by our four pastors, who 
travel from village to village, preaching the 
Gospel, encouraging the Christians, examin- 
ing candidates for baptism, looking after 
those fallen by the way, covering many 
miles on each trip they make.. God is us- 
ing these. pastors greatly Pray for them. 


Orphans and Clean Leper Children 

There are 51 children living in our home 
besides the older boys and mulattoes for 
whom we care, who are living in the Afri- 
can village. These children must be clothed 
and fed and generally looked after. You 
realize the vast amount of time and work 
involved in such a work. But, look for- 
ward with me to the time when these boys 
and girls will be grown to be men and 
women who have been trained in the Way 
of the Lord. Some of them we hope will 
become pastors, evangelists, teachers, nurses 
and others, laymen and women living for 
the Lord and showing the Christ life to 
others. Yes, it does keep us stepping, but, 
what a privilege to teach these children 
and implant in their young hearts a love 
for our Lord Jesus Christ. Pray for these 
little Black Diamonds. 


Medical and Clinic 

Our medical work is very large. Many 
people come to us who refuse to go to the 
State doctor for help. One day we asked 
some new patients why they came through 
the doctor’s village to come here, and they 
answered, “Because you pray and your 
God answers.” At the State Post they don’t 
pray. This made us feel so humble and we 
asked the Lord to always help us to be 
in a prayerful attitude so He can bless and 
use us. We treat from 70 to 150 patients 
daily. 
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Our baby clinic is held each Monday 
morning, when the mothers from the sur- 
rounding villages bring in their babies for 
weighing and examination. Before treating 
the children a service is held when these 
mothers sit and listen to the Word of God 
both in word and song. Pray that as they 
hear, their hearts will be touched. One 
day while talking to the mothers about the 
dancing at night, one exclaimed, “Why ma- 
ma, that dancing last night wasn’t in our 
village. Since we have heard about Jesus 
and accepted Him as our Saviour we don’t 
beat the drums and dance any more in our 
villages.” Does it pay to take the time to 
weigh babies, examine their bodies, bind 
up their sores, when by doing so we have 
the privilege to reach the mothers with the 
Gospel? We leave you to be the judge. 


Leprosy Work 

We now have 90 patients in our Colony 
besides wives, husbands and children of 
those afflicted. This makes a population of 
around 400 people. We are busy building 
new houses for the patients. Our old build- 
ings are falling down, due to termites. Mr. 
Janz built four new sundried brick homes 
and finished the seven stone homes and 
dispensary all but the ceilings, doors and 
windows. They look lovely. But so many 
more homes are needed to house our grow- 
ing Colony. It makes us glad to see the 
change in those patients who came to us 
with huge ulcers, entirely healed and look- 
ing so much different now. Quite a num- 
ber have accepted Christ as their Saviour 
and are living for Him. 

There is so much to do both in the villages 
and on the station which we find impossible 
to do with our lack of workers. Pray much 
with us that God Himself will send forth 
those who are ready and willing to step in 
the gaps and fill them for the Lord Jesus. 

Mary Miller and 
Erma Birky. 


MUKEDI ON THE AIR 
OQ4AS. This is Mukedi calling. Since 
our last broadcast we have had a time of 
changes at Mukedi. Two of Mukedi’s 
pioneer missionaries, Miss Agnes Sprunger 


and Miss Erma Birky, have left us. After 
many years of faithful service, Miss 
Sprunger has returned to America. Miss 


Birky has joined the C.I.M. staff at Kam- 


ayala. We miss both of them here. We 
praise the Lord for their faithful ministry 
and pray that He will continue to bless 
their work. 

The Sprunger house has been a quiet 
place for the past month. Wilmer left for 
America along with Miss Agnes Sprunger. 
He is’ attending Bluffton College now. 
Jeanette went back to school at Lubonda’ 
after a two-month vacation. We enjoyed 
having Wilmer and Jeanette around during 
vacation and appreciated their help Mr. 
and Mrs. Sprunger are inspecting schools 
at the other stations now. Shirley is with 
them. We expect they will stop at Mukedi 
for a few days this week before they go on 
to inspect schools at Kamayala. We wish 
them God’s guidance as they get to the dif- 
ferent villages. May it be an encourage- 
ment to the teachers and to the pupils. 

In July we had a Portuguese family with 
some of their relatives. living in the guest 
house here. They welcomed another baby 
girl into their family at this time. It is our 
desire that the Lord will bless our contacts 
with these people, that along with the medi- 
cal help, they may also receive spiritual 
help. 

August 2-was an important day for the 
church at Mukedi. Early in the morning 
a baptismal service took place when forty- 
three candidates were baptized and  wel- 
comed into the church fellowship. Later 
the communion service took place. The 
afternoon African service was a service of 
recognition of the work of Misses Agnes 
Sprunger and Erma Birky. May the Lord 
continue to strengthen the African church. 

The Glenn Rockes from Charlesville stop- 
ped in at Mukedi when they took Darrel 
and Leland to school at Kajiji' At the same 
time the Bushmanns from the Mennonite 
Brethren Mission spent a few days with us 
in order to receive medical help for their 
baby. We enjoyed the fellowship with the 
Rockes and the Bushmanns. 

Recently Jim Bertsche spent a week end 
at Kamayala where he had the privilege of 
having an interview with the Governor- 
General. 

The Schwartz family has returned from a 
two-week vacation at the Lake. We _ are 
happy to have them with us again. During 
their absence there were several patients who 
needed special attention and they had to be 
taken to the doctor at Gungu. 
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Efforts are being made to reach the villages 
in the district. Groups go out to proclaim 
the Gospel on Sundays and on Wednesdays. 
During the month of September 36 services 
have been conducted in 23 different villages. 
It is our prayer that these meetings may 
be a blessing and that many souls may be 
reaped for our Lord. 


In the near future we expect Mr. and 
Mrs. Ellis Gerber to join us at Mukedi. We 
are looking forward to their arrival and 
pray that the Lord will bless them as they 
enter His service here. 

We solicit your prayers for the work of 
the Lord at Mukedi. Goodbye now until 
our next broadcast. 

Your announcer, 
Mrs. Annie Falk. 


CHILDREN’S WORK AT NYANGA 
C.I.M. Nyanga 


Dear Readers in the Homeland, 

“Suffer the little children to come unio 
me, for of such is the kingdom of heaven.” 
Matt. 19:14. 

We have very, very many children at 
Nyanga, just as we find them at all of our 
stations. The children worship with the 
older folks on Sunday morning. After the 
Sunday morning service we have Sunday 
school with them. They enjoy hearing the 
Bible stories especially when they are taught 
with pictures. So in the smaller children’s 
groups we teach from picture rolls or with 
flannelgraph. They enjoy the little pictures 
which we give them maybe once in every 
quarter. 

On every other Sunday afternoon I have 
a special children’s meeting. The attendance 
is very good in these meetings. They en- 
joy learning new choruses. They also en- 
joy bringing a special number in_ song. 
Sometimes the older ones gives a little talk 
on some Bible verse. 

In the villages at our station we have not 
conducted any D.V.B.S. as yet, but we were 
thinking of having some this year after 
school closes in November. 


Remember these little ones in your prayers 
that they may grow up to be servants of 
God. 

Yours in His Service, 
Selma Unruh. 


Mukedi Station 

Dear Friends and Co-workers, 
Already another month has rolled by, per- 
haps extra quickly for the Schwartzs since 


- we spent two weeks at Lake Madimape the 


first part of the month. That caused some 
extra work for Mr. Falk for he had to take 
several patients to the government doctor at. 
Gungu nearly 50 miles from here. We praise 
Him that all has worked out well. 

The Sprungers are still away from Mukedi 
inspecting the schools of the C.I.M. and 
helping out with financial and legal prob- 
lems at the various stations. They have 
completed the inspection of the schools at 
Mutena, Tshikapa, Charlesville, and Banga. 
Next will come Kamayala, then Nyanga and 
Mukedi schools. 

The Bertsches and Miss Lutke have been 
busy with the regular school schedules and 
all the unusual things that come up from 
time to time. 

Rev. Falk has done most of the travel for 
the station in addition to his study of 
Kipende and doing the daily radio broad- 
casting. Besides taking the patients to 
Gungu he took the groups of Bible School 
boys along with Kapenda Jean to various 
villages for their Wednesday morning meet- 
ings. They went to Ngudi and Kinganji the 
first two weeks of the month and _. to 
Madimbi, Kindela and Kipembele the past 
two weeks. They report various degrees of 
interest and various sized groups attending 
the services. This month is a little more 
difficult because it is planting time and many 
of the women especially are gone to the 
fields from early morning. 

Then on Sundays Mr. Falk has ac- 
companied various groups of Africans to a 
number of villages in the continued visita- 
tion of regional meetings in the territory. 
The first two Sundays of the month camps 
of workmen at nearby oil (palm) factories 
were visited. Interest is nearly always good 
at these places for so many of the work- 
men are former students of the Mission 
schools. Many Christians are there but al- 
so many backsliders for these camps are 
notorious for the sinful living and customs 
found there. The past two Sundays five 
villages have been visited by various groups. 
One group of three or four Africans is left 
off at a village to hold services while others 
continue on in the car to another further 
village. Then the first group is picked up 
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again on the return journey to the station. 
Mr. Falk reports that 23 villages have been 
visited this month and 36 services held. 

In the Industrial Department no new con- 


struction has been started but the sundried . 


brick houses at the hospital have nearly 
been completed. It is hoped that we can 
begin soon with a new girls’ house for the 
girls’ compound for the girls continue to 
come and we dislike very much to turn 
them away. It is a critical time in many 
villages for if the girls do not come here 
they will be sent to the Catholic mission, 
and that is a tragedy that we would like to 
prevent. Also there is need for commencing 
some houses for teachers to live in next 
year. These are to be built from school 
subsidy funds. 

I should mention one trip that Rev. 
Bertsche made this past month in his capac- 
ity as Assistant Legal Representative. The 
missionaries at Kamayala requested that he 
come to meet the Governor-General of the 
Congo during his visit in that region. A 
good visit is reported with good prospects 
for more government help in the Leper 
Colony project at that station. 

Continue to remember us in your prayers 
—we need them! 

Sincerely in Him, 
Dr. M. Schwartz. 


CHANGES IN THE UNITED STATES 
SINCE 1935 

The thing that impressed me most when 
landing in New York on August 29, 1953, 
and traveling from there to Indiana was the 
great increase in the number of “Nahum’s 
chariots,’ Nah. 2:3, 4, running to and fro. 
Truly this prophecy has been abundantly 
fulfilled. There was scarcely a minute the 
whole way that we did not pass a car or 
even a number of them day or night, in 
city, on turnpike or country road. 

Distance does not mean much anymore. 
Traveling at the rate of sixty to seventy 
and even more miles an hour is very com- 
mon, while before 1935, there were com- 
paratively few who risked going at such 
speed. It makes me think of the infidel 
Voltaire and Newton, a noted Bible teacher. 
The latter made the remark that he be- 
lieved some day people would travel at the 
rate of fifty miles an hour. Voltaire said 
of Newton on account of this prophecy, 
“Just see what fools believing the Bible 
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Agnes Sprunger 
C. I. M. Missionary since 1916 


makes of people! For anyone to go at such 
speed would be utterly impossible, it would 
take away their breath.” Who was the 
fool? 

Television was not developed in 1935, as 
it is now, and it did less harm then than 
now. Although there are some good re- 
ligious programs over television, the same 
programs would be just as good over the 
radio only without the television according 
to my mind. Until the:foul programs are 
removed from television it will certainly do 


-‘much more harm than good. 


Some of the enjoyable things that are 


new to me are the electric stoves and re- 


frigerators. Although some of these were 
used before 1935, they were not so common 
as now and had not been in our home. 

I have not been out of the home com- 
munity very much since arriving here, but 
so far there has been a very kind and 
friendly atmosphere everywhere I have 
gone. The Lord has His own everywhere 
who love Him. and one another. 

Yours in our Glorious Lord, 
Agnes Sprunger. 
IMPRESSIONS OF BOARD MEETING 

The board meeting was most interesting 
and beneficial to me as a new missionary. 
Unity of purpose among board members 
marked every business session. I felt the 
board members had a sympathetic attitude 
toward the missionaries and the needs of 

(Continued on page 27) 
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The 
Congo Fireside 





Looking out across the hills one can quite 
often see the beautiful red glow of a fire- 
place and clouds of smoke ascending to- 
wards the sky. It always gives one a 
friendly feeling because firesides speak of 
homes and families without which no na- 
tion can exist. 


The fireside is essentially the center of 
African life. It is definitely the stage on 
which the women and children play the 
leading role. The word itself also means 


family, the hub around which the _ great 
wheel of life turns. 
The busy housewife and mother spends 


many weary hours out in the forest cutting 
and gathering the wood for her fireside. 
She ties it in big bundles or arranges it in 
a large basket and carries her supply home 
on her head. She carefully stacks the wood 
in one corner of her kitchen and splits it 
when she gets it for the fireside. 


A good housekeeper always has a fair 
supply of firewood on hand for it has so 
many uses in her mud and stick home. 


The fireside is usually located in the back 
yard between the kitchen and the house as 
they are two separate buildings. Several 
sticks are put together and if there are no 
matches the mother goes to her neighbor 


“ and borrows a few red hot ashes or a part- 


ly burnt stick. She blows and blows and 
soon the live coals become a nice flame. 


The stage is now set and the first act of 
the drama around the fireside will be played 
by the performers in the next issue of the 
Congo Messenger. 
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BABA TELESIA 
Mrs. A. D. Graber 


“Baba Telesia, will you speak to our 
Thursday afternoon meeting of our women's 
group?” And she replies in true African 
fashion with a sort of a question comeback, 
“Could I refuse to do the work of God?” 

Thursday afternoon at 4:30 finds us blow- 
ing the horn of the truck, gathering up a 
group of our station women and bumping 
over a few miles of Congo roads to the 
village of Kabodi for our monthly out-sta- 
tion Women’s Meeting. Word has been sent 
ahead that we are coming but no one is at 
the sundried brick church, for people 
seldom gather until the service is about to 
begin. However, we had no sooner driven 
up than the evangelist goes to the drum and 
begins sending forth a vigorous message 
that the white mamas and the station women 
have arrived, Come quickly, Come quickly! 
The African mothers leave their evening 
pounding and other evening work, wesh the 
fioor and dust off their faces and soon are 
gathered in the church and the service be- 
gins. Songs are sung, prayers are offered 
and special music rendered and Telesia 
pours forth her heart to her colored sisters 
on the value of true faith. Her spirit seems 
so genuine, her smile and personality so 
winning that one can but marvel at the 
change which the Gospel of Saving Grace 
cen make in the life of an African woman. 


Would you be interested in some of. 
Telesia’s past—I was, so we talked about it 
one day. 

Telesia was born in a small village be- 
tween Charlesville and Tshikapa, the daugh- 
ter of a family of two boys and four girls. 
Neither father or mother were Christians. 
They had heard of the Mission and were 
sympathetic but as no evangelist or teacher 
was in their village when the Catholic teach- 
er came, Telesia, with some of her family 
entered the school. She was already then 
a fair-sized child and was expected to do 
her share of the pounding and caring for 
the other children so she did not get very 
far. She did get to the second grade and 
had learned to read haltingly when her fa- 
ther decided that proceedings should be be- 
gun for her marriage. 

A certain young Protestant by the name 
of Pierre was seeking a wife and was trying 
to strike a bargain for Telesia. The dowry 
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Baba Telesia and Nancy Graber 


was finally settled upon by the father and 
an uncle and poor Pierre began pestering 
all his relatives and friends to help him raise 
the $20.00 in cash as well as find about 7 
goats and some cloth. He had tried to argue 
that the price was too, high but dad and 
uncle stood pat. 


Pierre himself had had a bit of a rugged 
path. He had been in the service of the 
Lord as an out village evangelist but for 
some reason or other his former wife was 
not happy in her home and so noise and 
more noise was the consequence. (You have 
to know them to fully appreciate just how 
much noise and _ stubbornness a Congo 
woman is capable of.) In spite of his better 
knowledge Pierre finally decided to put 
away his wife. Consequently he was removed 
from his work and from church fellowship. 
The church said that he could not remarry 
and expect to return to church fellowship 
but those are difficult things for the African 
to understand and besides that he had a 
small son to think of,—so, in due time the 
goats, etc., were all collected and Telesia 
went to live with Pierre. 

The church had refused him fellowship 
but the Lord did not leave off striving with 
his heart and soon Pierre began to help his 
wife with her reading and also to tell her 
about the things of God. She was touched 
by the story of the love of Christ and soon 
accepted Him as her Saviour and was bap- 
tized. Pierre’s former wife passed away 
and he was restored to church fellowship 
and re-instated in the work of an evangelist 
in a large village near Tshikapa where he 
and Telesia worked faithfully and earnestly 


for the Lord for several years. 

Then hardship struck their home again. 
Pierre was taken ill. He lay sick in the 
village for several days with no doctor or 
medicine available. In despair they resorted 
to their native heathen medicines and he 
grew steadily worse. Finally word was sent 
to the mission and he was taken in the 
truck to a company hospital all to no avail 
and he passed away. 


Baba Telesia returned heartbroken to the 
home of her mother to mourn for her hus- 
band. It was there that the missionaries 
found her and invited her to come to the 
mission to find work and a way of hope 
again. 

Many times we feel like criticizing the 
African for failing so easily and going back 
to his old habits and customs, but little do 
we understand the power that fear has upon 
them and the hopelessness that faces them. 
of one of her husband’s brothers but so far 
Ordinarily Telesia would become the wife 
she has chosen to remain true to the Lord 
and the memory of her husband. At the 
present time her relatives are rumoring 
talk of a marriage for Telesia. Just what all 
that may mean we do not know. She has 
been tempted and has failed—she will be 
tempted again, and is being tempted. Will 
you pray that she may stay true to the Lord, 
and remain a clear testimony of what God 


can do for a Congo woman. 


On furlough, 
Stryker, Ohio. 
Note: Baba is the native name for mother 
and is used as a title of respect to women in 
general. 
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The Book of Life 


By E. A. NIDA 
Secretary of translations, American Bible 
Society 


A. short time ago a Bible seller in Syria 
was dragged off to the local police court for 
selling what appeared to be highly inflam- 
matory political propaganda. The judge ex- 
amined these strange books carefully and 
then demanded, ‘‘Where is that man Paul 
who wrote this book to the Romans? Bring 
him into this court!” 

The Bible seller did his best to explain 
to the judge that the Apostle Paul died al- 
most two thousand years ago. The judge 
was slow to be convinced, but finally he said 
to the Bible seller: “Here, you sign a state- 
ment declaring that you will be personally 
responsible for everything written in this 
book to the Romans. This document is too 
contemporary and its significance too timely 
not to have someone personally responsible 
for its contents.” 

Few Christians have the insight of this 
Mohammedan judge. We tend to look upon 
the Bible as an ancient book, more or less 
unrelated and unrelatable to our modern in- 
dustrial civilization. Of course, we revere 
the Bible but too often we do not read it. 
We honor it with high-sounding praise, 
but too many of us do not believe it with 
our hearts. We quote it but we do not live it. 

Perhaps the Bible would take on new 
meaning for us if we realized that it is not 
only the best loved, but also the most hated 
book in the world. While millions of people 
respect it, other millions suspect it. It is 
forbidden entrance into many parts of the 
world, and its distribution is systematically 
thwarted by its enemies. I have been in 
places where the Bible is called “the Book 


__of the Devil,” so hostile has been the atti- 


tude of the established religion to the mes- 
sage of this unique Book. 

But despite all opposition the Bible still 
remains the world’s all-time best seller and 
has been translated in whole or in part into 
a total of 1,059 languages. The entire Bible 
exists in 197 languages, and the New Testa- 








Mrs. Karl Dalton, a member of the Navaho 

Tribe of Indians, presents the manuscript of 

the first complete Navaho New Testament to 

Secretary Nida at the 137th Annual Meeting 
of the American Bible Society. 


ment in 257 more. Already Scriptures have 
been published in the languages of at least 
90 percent of the world’s population. 

There has been no other book like the 
Bible. 

The task of translating the Word of God 
into the hundreds of languages in which it 
is currently published has not been an easy 
one. However, the greatest difficulties have 
not been the perils of arduous journeys over 
stormy seas or through dense jungles; nor 
have they been the risks of translating this 
message in defiance of governments and 
ecclesiastical powers, who have succeeded 
in some instances in imprisoning and burn- 
ing such translators at the stake. 

Mastering Sounds 

The missionary’s hardest task has been 
mastering queer sounds, analyzing strange 
grammars and learning the meanings of 
thousands of unusual words. The mission- 
ary translator finds no published dictionary 
or grammar for his study of an aboriginal 
language. First, he must sit down with the 
people, listen to them speak and determine 
the correct letters with which to write what 
seems at first to be just a jumble of im- 
possible sounds. For instance, in the Quechua 
language of the wind-swept highlands of 
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Bolivia, he finds six different kinds of k-like 
sounds; three of them made in the middle 
part of the mouth and three made far back 
in the throat. Two are simple sounds, two 
others have puffs of air, and the last two 
seem to pop right out of the throat. He 
must not make a mistake in pronouncing 
these k’s or he will confuse “dumb spirits” 
with “dirty spirits’ and talk about “half- 
cooked food” rather than “tongues.” 


Interpreting Tores 

In some languages the problem is one of 
tones. Pronouncing the same consonants 
and vowels with a different pitch of the 
voice changes the meaning entirely. In 
Mongbandi. spoken in the northern part of 
the Congo. you can pronounce ya mbi with 
the voice going up, and it will mean “my 
wife’; but the same with no rise in the voice 
means “my stomach.” In the Lahu language 
of Southeast Asia one hears the form 
cha used with seven different tones, meaning 
seven entirely different things—“eat,” “boil,” 
“seek,” “feed,” “rice,” ‘push’ and ‘“ma- 
chine.” Just a slip of the tone and one would 


be pushing the rice and eating the machine. © 


Every missionary realizes how easy it is 
to make silly and embarrassing mistakes in 
speaking a foreign language. But perhaps 
none has been more shocked than one mis- 
sionary who discovered that in one of his 
favorite sermons about “going to heaven,” 
he pronounced the words so incorrectly that 
the people thought he was telling them “to 
go sit on a stick”! 

Where the technical language problems of 
sounds and grammar leave off, then some 
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of the most difficult matters of translating 
only begin. What is one to do in Balinese 
with the words of Jesus, “you generation 
of vipers’? The Balinese people regard the 
viper as the sacred snake of their heavenly 
paradise. A literal translation of these words 
make it appear that Jesus was compliment- 
ing the hypocrites of his day. Accordingly, 
instead of “generation of vipers” the Bal- 
inese translation reads, “you offspring of 
creeping vermin,’—a good description of 
hypocrites in any language. 
Not always word for word 

One can always translate word for word, 
but the meaning may be distorted or com- 
pletely missed. One translator rendered 
the phrase “gird up the loins of your mind” - 
as “put a -belt around the hips of your 


- thoughts.” No one reading the translation 


knew that it meant, “Be alert in your think- 
ing.’ Even such an apparent obvious ex- 
pression as “Get thee behind me, Satan” was 
translated into one language in such a way 
that it meant, “Get behind me and back 
me up in this.” Certainly Jesus was not 
soliciting Satan’s assistance. 

The ways in which people talk about the 
experiences -of life may be utterly different, 
and yet they may be saying exactly the same 
thing. We use the word “sorrow,” but the 
Bambara people of West Africa say, “My eye 
is black.” The Habbes on the Ivory Coast 


-also talk about sorrow but they say, “My 


liver is sick.” The Mossi people to the north 
of the Gold Coast insist that sorrow is best 
described by saying, “My heart is spoiled’; 
but the Uduks, living in the Anglo-Egyptian 





Agnes Sprunger and Africans Translating the “Book of Life” into Kipendi. 
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Sudan, would say, “My stomach is heavy.” 

The idioms of aboriginal languages often 
reveal keen insight into human nature. 
The Pames in central Mexico say that a liar 
is simply a “much-speaker.” The person 
is rare who can speak much without dis-~ 
torting or adding to the truth. The Cakchi- 
quels in Guatemala regard an untrustworthy 
man as “one who gambles with his words.” 
Not infrequently, one encounters expres- 
sions which strike home with resounding 
familiarity. We say that a person is “a pain 
in the neck,” but the Marshallese of Microne- 
sia go us one better; they say, “He’s a fish- 
bone in my throat.” 


It seems incredible to many people that 
the languages of aboriginal tribes, who are 
regarded as being terribly “primitive,” can 
possibly have enough words with which to 
express the truths of Scripture. It is just 
plain nonsense to think that primitive man 
has a vocabulary of three or four hundred 
words and ekes out the rest of his meaning 
with grunts and squeals. It is perfectly true 

- that aboriginal people do not have words for 
things which they do not know, but they 
still know infinitely more than most so- 
called civilized people would imagine. A 
recent dictionary of Zulu, a language of 
South Africa, has more than 30,000 entries, 
with 120 distinct words just to describe dif- 
ferent ways of walking. The Marshallese 
have at least sixty different words to de- 
scribe diferent parts of cocoanut trees and 
nuts. 


There are thousands of words in all lan- 
guages, but one may ask, “Can these words 
be used for translating the spiritual truths 
of the Scriptures?” Indeed so! However, the 
results may not be precisely what we would 
expect. One cannot go up to some aboriginal 
and say, “What is your word for sanctifica- 
tion”? They do not have such technical ex- 


pressions, but it is possible to talk about 


sanctification in any language. It just means 
that we must use terms which will be mean- 
ingful to the speakers. This is precisely what 


_ .Ephraim Alphonse did as he worked among 





the Valiente Indians of Panama. He noticed 


how the women washed their clothes in the. 


streams and then always put the clean 
clothes in baskets which never kept any- 
thing but clean clothes. He explained to the 
people, “You see, sanctification is like that, 
‘being washed and kept clean.’” What a 
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tragedy that to such a great extent we have 
lost the meaning of this great Bible doctrine 
by hiding it behind a long compound word 
borrowed from Latin! 

A book of life, not magic 

“To love the Lord with one’s heart” seems 
to us the only proper way of speaking. Ac- 
cordingly, we may be shocked when we learn 
that the Karré people of French Equatorial 
Africa say that they love the Lord with 
their livers, and the Conobs of Guatemala 
love the Lord with their stomachs, and the 
Marshallese love Him with their throats. 
Our first impulse is to regard such expres- 
sions as unworthy of Scripture. But we must 
recognize that there is no magic in the words 
of the Bible— rather, there is power in the 
message of the Bible. In this sense the Bible 
is not like other religious books. Sitting 
along the streets of Dakar in West Africa 
are men who read the Koran for an hour 
or more, if only you pay them a few cents. 
Of course, no one would ever think of wait- 
ing to listen to them. It is the mechanical 
reading of the words which is suposed to 
give you merit or bring you luck, for the 
words themselves have a magic power. This 
is not true of the Bible. It is the Book. 
of life, but only so when it is translated into 
life by those who understand and believe 
its message. 

There has been no other book like the 
Bible, because there has been no other mes- 
sage like the message of the Bible. 

For those of us who may have grown up 
with the Bible and have lived surrounded 
by those who have given at least nominal 
assent to its truths, the Bible may not seem 
to be unique. It is out on the front lines of 
conflict with other religious beliefs that the 
uniqueness of its message becomes strikingly 
apparent. 

Not a search for God 

In the first place, the Bible is not a story 
of man groping in the dark, trying to feel 
his .way toward God. The Bible reflects 
no basic scepticism so characteristic of Or- 
iental faiths, nor is God chained to inexor- 


‘able fate, as he so largely is in Islam. In 


the message of the Bible it is God who has 
made the way. It is God who was in Christ 
reconciling the world to Himself. The 
Oriental non-Christian who reads the Bible 
thoughtfully cannot escape the surprise that 
(Continued on page 25) 
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KAMAYALA — New Mission Station of C.I.M. 


Kamayala was opened in May, 1930, by 
the Misses Bertha and Mary Miller and Mr. 
Victor Buck. This was the first station 
opened in the Southern part of the Kwango 
District of the Congo. Up until that time 
the people were sitting in darkness for no 
one had come to them with the wonderful 
story of the love of Jesus. 

At our very first Sunday service as the 
missionary started to tell them about Jesus, 
an old chief who was present arose to his 
feet, put up his hand for silence, told the 
missionary he wanted to talk to his chil- 
dren. Turning to his people he said, “Chil- 
dren of mine, put your ears forward and 
listen to every word the white people have 
to tell you. We always knew there was a 
God and that He had a Son, but we never 
knew where to find His village. Now the 
white people have come to tell us where 
to find it, so you listen very good, then 
when you hear you tell it to me over and 
over so I too will hear and know the way 
to God’s village.” The people did listen and 
from that very first service the seed sown 
bore fruit unto Eternal Life. 

Later on a Sunday morning that old chief 
walked up the aisle of the church and sat 
in front of the speaker and as he listened 
to the sermon his heart was touched by the 
Power of God and he was saved by God’s 
grace. 
to serve the Lord Jesus. 

Throughout the years the presence of the 








Rev. Victor Buck, Bertha Miller, Mary Miller 
in front of Kamayala Station Church. 


He left his witchcraft and idolatry © 
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*KAMAYALA 


Wik aim 


During 1953 the Congo Inland Mission as- 

sumed responsibility for Kamayala District, 

an area West of Mutena and Nyanga, cover- 

ing about 5,000 sq. miles which is inhabited 

by about. 30,000 Congolee of the Batchoke 
Tribe. 


Lord has been with us. Seed sown and 
watered with the prayers of many of God’s 
children has grown until at the present 
time we have four native pastors, eighty 
evangelist teachers, more than 3,500 chil-— 
dren attending our district schools and more 
than 400 attending the school here on the 
station. 

In the year 1941 several babies whose 
mothers had died were brought to us to care 
for. We felt we could hardly care for them 
as we were only two missionaries at the 
time on the station. But, our cook and 
house boy begged us to take them in or 
else they would be taken back to their 
villages and either be killed or starved to 
death. They both promised to help take 
care of them. On these promises we agreed 
to care for them. The boys have been 
faithfully standing by their agreement and 
so our orphanage was started. This too has 
grown until we now have 52 orphans for 
whom we care. 

On July 4, 1938 we opened our Leper 

(Continued on page 20) 
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A YOUNG CHURCH ASKS YOUR 
PRAYERS 


There are 1,739 church members and a 
large number of believers who have not yet 
been baptized. Four overseers with the as- 
sistance of a group of 80 evangelists have 
the responsibility of shepherding these be- 
lievers and leading other souls to the 
Saviour. Praise the Lord for willing and 
consecrated church leaders. 





Mary Miller and African Pastors 


A LEPER COLONY 


Eighty-three lepers and their 
families live in the Leper Col- 
ony at Kamayala. There are 
many, many lepers asking for 
care. This is the ffirst leper 
work of C.1I.M. Miss Mary 
Miller started medical work in 
the beginning of Kamayala and 
at present is endeavoring to 
meet the needs of over 100 pa- 
tients daily at the dispensary. 





Lepers and their home 


CONGO HAS MANY ORPHANS 


Miss Bertha Miller has fifty- 
two orphans to feed and clothe 
besides the sixteen children of 
leper parents that must be cared 
for. The American Leprosy Mis- 
sion helps with the leper chil- 
dren. For the orphans the Lord 
is depending on you. Many of 
our present Congo church lead- 
ers were orphans cared for by 
the Mission. 





Bertha Miller and Orphans 
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LITERACY AND THE GOSPEL 
IN SCHOOLS 


The evangelists have the 
names of over 4,000 children in 
their school registers. It is their 
passion to lead each one to the. 
acceptance of the Gospel of 
Christ. 





A School Buiiding at Kamayala 


KAMAYALA STATION 
(Continued from page 18) 
Asylum with three patients. At 
present we have 89 lepers who 
with their families make a popula- 
tion of nearly 400 people. Of this 
number we have four whom we ex- 
pect to. be discharged soon as symp- 
tom free. Our Colony is a great 
challenge to us. There are so many 
opportunities to give the Gospel 
messege to those who suffer from 
that dreaded sickness. Quite a num- 
ker of them have accepted the Lord 
Jesus as their Saviour and are serv- 
ing Him. At present we are build- 
ing new homes for them. Many are 
waiting to come to us as soon as, we 

have houses to put them in. 
(Continued on page 22) 





Church at Kamayala Station 


PRAY FOR NEEDS 


Dwellings for missionary fam- 
ilies are needed as well as for 
the many leper familes at the 
Colony. A medical dispensary 
is another urgent need on the 
station and many other build- 
ings, girls’ and boys’ dormito- 
ries, maternity wards, help with 
village churches—all would help 
to make the Gospel message 
more effective. 





Missionaries’ Dwelling at Kamayala needs an iron 
roof and a coat of cement plaster. 
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DWELLINGS FOR LEPERS 


Rev. and Mrs. Arthur Janz and sons Larry and 
Mark lived at Kamayala for two months during 
the dry season. Brother Janz is the builder at 
Nyanga station and also has the evangelistic work 
during Rev. Enns’ furlough. Missionaries’ dwell- 
ings were repaired, several new leper’s homes 
were constructed, the church at Kahemba was 
given a permanent roof and many other improve- 
ments accomplished. It was hard for the mis- 
sionaries and other Christians at Kamayala to 
have the Janzs leave for Nyanga in September. 
Has the Lord spoken to you about preparing for 
a preacher-teacher-builder calling for a field like 
Kamayala? 





Mr. and Mrs. Art Janz, 
Mark and Larry 


MISS ERMA BIRKY 


After thirty-three years of loyal service, in two 
| language areas, Miss Erma Birky of Mukedi Station 
| cheerfully and wholeheartedly answers the call to 
_ Kamayala to relieve Miss Bertha Miller for furlough 
and help out in all phases. She is learning the 
language of the Chokwe tribes and giving direction 
to the station schools in addition to the orphanage 
and general church work. 








Miss Erma Birky 


PRAY FOR THE NEW MISSIONARIES 


Ben and Helen Eidse of the Mennonite 
congregation at Morris, Manitoba, leave No- 
vember 7th to become permanent workers 
at Kamayala. They have one daughter, 
Hope Elizabeth. Helen is a registered nurse 
and Ben is a preacher, farmer. Veteran 
worker Erma Birky has gone from Mukedi 
to permit Bertha Miller to take her fur- 
lough. 





canrencaae 


Ben and Helen Eidse and daughter Hope 
Elizabeth 
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KAMAYALA ON THE AIR 


OQ4LC Kamayala coming on the air. LC 
on the air. Are you hearing us? Thank 
you good friends who are making this trans- 
mitter possible. These two months I have 
been here we have not been able to speak 
to the rest of the C.I.M. family, nor have 
we heard a C.I.M. broadcast. Our radio has 
been out of order. Now Mr. Keidel. We 
praise the Lord for supplying our needs and 
also giving us some of the things we’d like. 


The Sprungers are with us inspecting the 
school on the Mission, and all the teachers 
in the district. It has been quite a task to 
travel great distances, test hundreds of chil- 


dren in the 80 district schools, make records, 


and now we are revamping the school on the 


mission. The school supplies of the teachers - 
in the district have been very meager. Most . 


of the schools in the mission will close this 
month, but we plan to continue through next 
month also. We want to help the teachers 
get in line for the work of next year. We 
also have to help the big boys and men on 
the mission to be able to teach in the district. 
At the end of the year, after the annual 
mission conference we plan to call in the 
teachers from the district for a refresher 
course. Some of them need help. We hope 
to help them in their work of evangelizing 
and shepherding the flock. 


This district is rather large, the villages - 


are very small and each teacher serves 
from two to five villages. There are over 
3.000 children in the 80 district schools. I 
wish we had a missionary who could be in 
the district all the time. His work would 
not be monotonous. There are Christians 
in the district who are hungry for the Word, 
and many who have not believed on the 
Lord Jesus Christ their Saviour. 


Yesterday the Sprungers and I traveled 178 
miles to contact some of the schools. We 
were driving in rain several hours, then we 
had carburetor trouble. It was a bit difficult 
to work on the car in the rain. We tested 
the pupils who had gathered in a village 
near the road, under difficulty because of the 
rain. On our way home we stuck in a low 
place on a swampy road. We lost 45 min- 
utes trying to get on our way again. All 
in all we enjoyed the day and had a nice 
visit. 


Perhaps you wonder where we _. are. 


Nov.,-Dec., 


Kamayala is the southern front of the C.I.M. 
We are only about 60 miles from the Angola 


border on the South and East. We are 150 
miles south of Mukedi and a bit West. We 
are a drive of 250 miles from Mukedi. We 


are of course farther from the equator and 
it is cooler here at night. Vegetation is 
different here than in the Kasai district. We 
are in the forest. Though this whole area 
seems to be forest land, it is very level, not 
broken like the forest country in the Kasai 
or along the Kuilu River. 


There is no industry in the area and ma- 
terialism is not ruling the conduct of the 
people so much here. They do sell cater- 
pillars, by weight, but that season is very 
short. It seems the caterpillars grow on 
most of these forests. It seems such a pity 
that the people chop down the trees to get 
the caterpillars. The agriculturist tells us 
that the soil here is entirely lacking in phos- 
phorous and calcium. The people here are 
not quite as big as some of the tribes of 
the Kasai area. We see more cripples here 
than in other areas. We wonder if there 
has been a polio epidemic. 


The Sprungers had a difficult time getting 
to Kamaydla. The Mukedi panel broke down 
and they slept on the road, to the tune of 
night ladies’ serenade. They thumbed their 
way to Kamayala. The car is still in the 
wide open spaces waiting for a _ repair. 
Going off the air until the next broadcast. 

Your announcer is 
Erma M. Birky. 


KAMAYALA STATION 
(Continued from page 20) 

We are caring for fifteen children of the 
lepers who do not have the sickness in a 
separate home on the Station in order to 
protect them from the illness. We are hop- 
ing to care for more in the near future. 

Please don’t forget to pray for all de- 
partments of the work here at Kamayala. 

Many village people have accepted the 
Lord as their Saviour and are daily living 
for Him. Among this number are several 
witch doctors, village chiefs and judges. The 
Word of God is’ going forth each day 
throughout our district and we are trusting 
the Lord to save many more ere He come. 

Mary Miller. 


1953 


THE CONGO MISSIONARY MESSENGER 23 





SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING OF CONGO IN- 
LAND MISSION BOARD 
Oct. 12-13, 1953 


Grabill, Indiana. 


Meeting called to order by the chairman, 
followed by a praise and devotional service 
by Rev. Ben Esch. 

Members present: Neuenschwander, 
Driver, Yoder, Esch, Bertsche, Rediger, 
Rocke, Short, Miller, Troyer, Dick, Toews 
and Hartzler. Rev. Suderman arrived for 
the afternoon and Dr. Kreider arrived the 
following day. Also present were Rev. John 
Thiessen of the General Conference Board 
of Missions and Rev. Abe Unger of the 
E.M.C. of Canada, 

Missionaries present: Rev. and Mrs. Rus- 
sell F. Schnell, Rev. and Mrs. Frank J. Enns, 
Rev. and Mrs. A. D. Graber, Mr. Lawrence 
Rempel, Misses Mabel Sauder, Agnes 
Sprunger, Lodema Short, Anna Quiring, An- 
na Liechty, Bertha Miller and Rev. and 
Mrs. Ben Eidse. Miss Betty Quiring was 
present as a missionary under appointment. 

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of April 
14, 1953, and the Executive Committee meet- 
ing of June 25, 1953, were read and ap- 
proved. — 

1. Driver presented the proposed budget 
for 1954 showing the needs for the various 
necessary purposes such as missionary al- 
lowances, passages, study abroad, field ex- 
pense, home administration, etc. for the 
various cooperative groups and in toto. Con- 
siderable time was spent in clarifying vari- 
ous aspects of the budget as formulated. 

2. Moved and carried that the chairman 
appoint a committee representing the vari- 
ous groups to consider and bring a recom- 
mendation to the Board regarding the mat- 
ter of including auxiliary needs, the budget, 
possible adjustment of missionaries’ allow- 
ances and schedule of allowances for mis- 
sionaries’ children. (Hartzler, Bertsche) 

‘Forenoon session closed with prayer by 
Rev. H. E. Bertsche. 

Afternoon session opened with prayer by 
Rev. A, P. Toews. 

3. The chair appointed H. A. Driver, 
chairman, Reuben Short, H. H. Dick, John 
Thiessen and L. E. Troyer to serve as the 
committee called for in Item 2. 

4. Rev. Thiessen presented missionary 
candidates as follows: Miss Betty Quiring, 
Rev. and Mrs. Kenneth Bauman and Mr. 
and Mrs. Earl Roth. 


5. Moved and carried to accept the recom- 
mendation of.-the Examining Committee that 
Miss Betty Quiring be accepted as a mis- 
sionary under appointment to go to Belgium 
in the summer of 1954. (Esch, Rediger) 


6. Moved and carried that we accept Mr. 
and Mrs. Earl Roth and Rev. and Mrs. Ken- 
neth Bauman as candidates for work in 
Africa when or if they are certified to us 
as such by the General Conference Board 
and accepted by our Examining Committee. 
(Driver, Bertsche) 

The principal part of the afternoon was 
spent in hearing reports from the field, viz: 
Banga Station by R. F. Schnell, Tshikapa 
Station by A. D. Graber, Kamayala Station 
by Miss Bertha Miller and a review of “Our 
C.I.M. Field Today,” by F. J. Enns. 


7. By unanimous vote of the Board action 
was taken to issue certificates of apprecia- 
tion to Albert Neuenschwander, Miss Agnes 
Sprunger and Rev. and Mrs. Frank Enns for 
their extended terms of faith and service on 
the board and on the field. 

8. In the evening session Miss Sprunger 
told of her experiences in Bible translation 
work. Certificates of recognition were pre- 
sented to the persons above named and Dr. 
Ek. A. Nida of the American Bible Society 
spoke on “God’s Word in Man’s Language.” 


TUESDAY, 8:00 A. M. 

Session opened with prayer by Rev. Abe 
Unger. 

9. Report of the special committee (Items 
2 and 3) recommended a 10% cost of living 
adjustment for 1954 in missionaries’ allow- 
ances and a revised schedule for children as 
follows: 1-6, $200; 7-11, $300; 12-21, $450. 
Moved and carried to adopt this recom- 
mendation. (Rocke, Dick) 

10. The committee further recommended 
that the special askings from the field which 
are approved by the board for a given year 
be included in the’ annual budget for that 
year and pro-rated to the conferences along 
with salaries and other items. Moved and 
carried to adopt the recommendation. 
(Bertsche, Miller) 

11. Moved and carried to adopt the fol- 
lowing budget for 1954: 

Missionary allowances and 


insurance premiums ................---- $79,838.14 
Field operating budget............-..-..-- 32,400.00 
Atixiliary field’ budget.t:-....0.2.0-2..:- 18,000.00 
Administration and promotion...... 8,400.00 
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Passages} ‘tc ciximaz:! 4.3. pee cies: ens: 20,650.60 FINANCIAL REPORT—RECEIPTS 
Studys: in , Belgium scout Se. 1,760.00 for Months of August-September, 1953 

Tote li ata iain oy) peRe a fed $161,048.14 CENTRAL a Siena 
12. Moved and carried that Rev. Sprung- pS ae Se leona at pee ieee ae Ram Pt 
; ; General Contriputions |... 431.67 
er be asked to contact the two Swiss medi- ; Beye: 
eves : Operating DUdgeCU Me ete ee ee 627.69 
cal missionary candidates and the support- ; 
Heigl ; . Death benefit insurance 2...2.000..0000002 98.58 
ers of the missionaries at Wamba-Luadi ’ } 
Retirement benefit insurance ........... SL 


while en route home and advise us regard- 
ing our acceptance of these candidates for 
work in Congo to be supported by the group 
in Switzerland. (Driver, Troyer) 

13. Moved and carried that we accept 
Misses Mary and Bertha Miller and Mr. 
Victor Buck as missionaries in full standing 
with C.I.M. (Driver, Rocke) 


14: Revision of Constitution. Moved and 
carried that a special study committee be 
appointed by the chair to study the matter 
of a revision of the C.I.M. Constitution and 
bring a preliminary report to the board. 
(Driver, Kreider) 

15. Letter of appreciation from Miss 
Carol Toews read expressing her thanks for 
the assistance given her by the board in 
her school expenses. 

16. Moved and carried that in view of the 
physical condition of the father of Miss An- 
na Quiring that she be granted a six month 
extension of her furlough. (Driver, Short) 

17. Moved and carried that Rev. Schnell 
be authorized to take a six month residence 
in Brussels during 1954. (Driver, Kreider) 

18. Driver reported that Rev. A. P. Toews, 
field representative for the E.M.B. Confer- 


ence, is to visit the fields in which their 
missionaries are at work, including the 
C.I.M. 


19. Moved and carried that H. A. Driver 
and Lotus Troyer be authorized to cast the 
two C.I.M. votes at the coming session cf 


the Foreign Missions Conference. (Miller, 
Yoder) 
Adjourned with prayer by Rev. A. E. 


Kreider. 
Respectfully submitted, 
R. L. Hartzler, 
Recording Secretary 





They who feel no need for improvement 
are unconscious failures. 
* * * 
Years wrinkle the skin but lack of enthusi- 
asm wrinkles the soul. 


Special: 
Bible and Christian Literature Fund 458.00 





Station Childrens" frund.........2 63.38 
2Otal, Centrale vss. a7. $4,250.85 
E. M. C. CONFERENCE— 
Missionary allowances .......... inet oe $2106.25 
General) contributions. <425-<-.2 spree 1525.21 
Qperating . bud gety .h..0). toes. te 964.08 
Death benefit insurance®....................2. 132.88 
Retirement ‘benefit insurance.....:.......... 468.72 
Special: 
Mutena, @Station »..i3- 24.) ete eee 50.00 
Station, Childrens. «Funded: eee 746.05 
Ladies’ Auxiliary—C.I.M,. «..0..0.00020000200... 2611.97 
Tshikapa Station—Central Bible 
Schoolttl tena erttecn ee ee 50.00 
Personal to Mrs. Loyd Brown.............. 60.00 
Dota cB VEC sey: ih a ee ae $8715.16 
E.M.B. CONFERENCE— ; 
Missionary” allowances"... 2 $1057.79 
Operating. “budget Wass ae 200.00 
_ Death *peniit *instrances sae ee 46.60 
Retirement benefit insurance................ 185.76 
Education of missionary 2" "ona 220.00 
Promotional’: 28. J2RRE 2. Beara sae 50 
Passage’™ =\ Ano Sn eee 167.50 
Canadian 20h Seat Senses a 2382.21 
Special: 
Ladies’ Auxiliary—C.IL.M. _......200.000 25.00 
Nyanga—General .... siete 25.00 
Kamayala ieee Jo see eee 25.00 
otal-"1G NEB? Ae anes eae $4335.36 
GENERAL CONFERENCE— 
Missionary allowances ............ ine Bede $3103.38 


Operating budget; o.......12.0)440e 1474.34 


Deathabenefitemsurances.4...:.nieeln ae 77.92 
Retirement benefit insurance................ 375.92 
Education of missiOnaries........................ 40.00 
Special: 

Tshikapa Station—Bible School............ 168.86 
Ladies’ Auxiliary—C.1.M. 2000.00. 85.00 
Charlesville, Medicalwagmaitncces 45.00 


(Continued on page 27) 
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THE BOOK OF LIFE 
(Continued from page 17) 
in the message of the Bible God takes the 
initiative in redeeming man. It is God who 
deals with man’s consuming ego, which 
has ruined so much of earth and which 
would destroy heaven, unless redeemed and 
transformed. The Bible takes sin seriously, 
not as an environmental maladjustment but 
as a chronic rebellion against the will and 
person of God. Furthermore, this same mes- 
sage, which takes sin seriously, has taken 
redemption seriously. Man stands in need 
of the atoning death of the Saviour, by whom 
and through whom .men are reconciled .to 
God. .This message is not metaphysical 
theory, but.a living reality. It. is. unique. 


Not..divorced from morality 

In the second. place, the peoples of. the 
world are amazed when they read’ the mes- 
sage. of Jesus Christ, for there they see no 
tendency. to divorce morality and. religion. 
In so manv. of their own religious systems, 
aman may be ever so evil and at the same 
time profoundly religious. For them, re- 
licion is primarily a technique for controlling 
spirit forces through incantations, prayers, 
charms and ritual observances. Too often 
their religious leaders are simply those who 
know the traditional chants, not those whose 
moral influence challenges men to goodness. 
I once met one of the pagan religious lead- 
ers of the northern Congo. His specialty 
was murder by black magic, and his life 
had been a series of violent crimes; but he 


was master of the secret formulae, and this 


entitled him to religious leadership. 

We Christians always stand in the danger 
of religious Pharisaism—of making idols 
cut of words, even as others make idols out 
of wood. But the. message of Jesus Christ 
leaves no place in which to hide our pet sins 
behind the mask of religiosity. In Christ 
religious belief and moral action can never 
be separated. 


Not a Code of Laws 
In the third place, the message of the Word 
_of God is not a code of laws but a way of 
life. Jesus Christ prescribed no detailed 
system of conduct; rather, He proclaimed 
eternal principles which would sanctify all 
human relationships. People have com- 
plained that no one could possibly live up 
to the standard set by Jesus for His followers. 
If people are to depend solely on their own 


‘any one year. 
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strength, this is perfectly true. But the life 
proclaimed by Jesus Christ is a kind of 
supernatural life; for “what the law could 
not do, in that it was week through the 
flesh,’ God accomplished by sending His 
own Son. 


Demand for the Messaze 

Never has there been such a demand for 
this message of life. In Brazil people are 
clamoring for at least twice as many Bibles 
as we have ever been able to provide in 
But it is not surprising that 
the Churches of Brezil are asking for 300,000 
Bibles next year. One cannot “sow the seed’’ 
of a million Gospels distributed each: year 
for several years without experiencing un- 
precedented demands for the whole Bible. 


ON Demand for Clarity 

Not only is there a demand for more Bibles, 
but for more easily understood ones. There 
are more revisions of the Bible going on 
now than any other time in the history of 
Christendom. Whether in Japanese, Taga- 
log, Cebuano, Marshallese, Indonesian, Thai, 
Hindustani, Urdu, Zulu, Chiluba, Bulu, 
Hausa, Brazilian, Portuguese, or Spanish, the 
demand is the same, “We must have the 
Seriptures which will speak in present-day 
words to the hearts of living men and wom- 
en.” The message of the Bible remains 
the seme, but the words must often be re- 
vised if this message is to speak with equal 
force to succeeding generations. These peo- 
ple throughout the world do not regard the 
Bible as a mere fetish, or the possession 
of it as a mark of social respectability. They 
want to read it, to understand it and to 
be transformed by its message. 


There has been no other message like the 
message of the Bible, for there has been 
no other person like Jesus Christ. 


We say that God has made a way. That 
way is Jesus Christ. 

We affirm that there is no divorcing of 
morality and religion in the message of God’s 
Word. That truth was revealed in Jesus 
Christ. 

We declare that the message of the Bible 
is a message of life; that life is the life of 
the Son of God. He is the way and truth 
and the life. He is not to be regarded as a 
dead Saviour but as the living Christ and 
ever-present Lord. He is the living Word, 
the message of the written Word. 
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Fow the Message Transformed the Tzeltals 


But does this message transform the lives 
of men who will believe it? Most certainly! 
It has meant life to countless millions 
throughout the centuries, but it also speaks 
with equal power to men and women today. 
Right now this message is transforming the 
lives-of hundreds of Tzeltal Indians in south- 
ern Mexico. 


The Tzeltals, who live in the vicinity of 
Oxchuc, Chiapas, have worshiped a book 
for many years. It is a small sixteen-page 
parchment notebook, with a few lists of sup- 
plies jotted down by a government official 
some 250 years ago. The Indians could not 
read this book but they called it “Our Lord.” 
Each New Year they passed it from one 
half of the tribe to the other in elaborate 
ceremonies, with burning candles, smoking 
incense, riotous feasting and moral debauch- 
ery. This book was their god, but their lives 
were so ridden with witchcraft that about 
one man in ten was engaged in black magic 
in an effort to destroy the prosperity and 
lives of his personal enemies. People scarcely 
dared to own a pig for fear that jealousy 
would prompt their neighbors to seek means 
to kill them. Illegal liquor dealers profited 
from the social chaos to debauch the peo- 
ple further and to put them in chains of 
debt. 


But a missionary came to these people; a 


Gospel was translated, and part of this mes-_ 


sage was put on some phonograph records 


and played to curious bystanders attending . 


some of the noisy religious festivals. One 
small group of men and women were deeply 
touched by the story of Jesus, who died that 
they might have life. They walked for two 
days to visit the missionary and hear more. 
Then they invited the missionary and a 
nurse, who was her companion in the work, 
to come and live in their tiny village. 


The transforming power of the story of 
Jesus was so contagious that this little group 
soon grew to several hundred. Persecution 
became violent; some were killed, others im- 
prisoned. 'These who had abandoned the 
drunken festivals were summoned to appear 
before the local court. They arrived, but 
instead of bringing their guns, as their en- 
emies had expected, they came with Gospels 
and hymn books. Then, after making their 
defense by explaining the joy of their newly 
found way of life, they knelt in the central 


square of the town and prayed that those 
who had falsely accused them would come 
to see the truth of this new way of life.. 


All this time the liquor dealers were 
threatened with ruin, so they set fire to the 
mud-wall, thatch-roof church which the 
Christians had built with such devotion to 
accommodate the rapidly growing congre- 
gation of about 1,000 members. As the 
flames raced up the dry thatch-roof, the 
believers who lived near by rushed to rescue 
the little hand organ and some of the 
benches. In the few minutes the former 
church was only smoldering ruins. But 
again the people knelt, and this time they 
asked God to forgive those who had so heart- 
lessly destroyed the work of their hands. | 


The enemies of God may destroy the sanc- 
tuaries of worship but not the living faith 
of transformed lives. Now, instead of one 
church building among the Tzeltals there are 
three, and twelve chapels—with almost three 
thousand persons for whom the message of 
the Bible has become the message of life; 
for they have come to know Him who gave 
His life that all men might live. 


OUR SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING 
(Continued from page 3) 
bers from nearby churches. The Auxiliary 
had charge of the morning session where 
the work of women and girls, orphans and 
medical phase was presented and planned 
for. 


After appropriate remarks by President 
Neuenschwander and a short but inspiring 
worship period by Rev. Allen Yoder, Rev. 
A. D. Graber gave a short message on, “An 
Effectual Open Door With Many Adver- 
saries.” Then Rev. R. L. Hartzler, recording 


secretary for many years, climaxed the serv-. 


ice with a fitting message calling all mis- 
sionaries, board members, pastors, Auxiliary 
members and everyone to rededicate and 
reconsecrate themselves to this task that is 
well begun but still unfinished. The Spirit 


of God spoke to our hearts as over 150 serv- 


ants of Christ stood about the altar of the 
church at Grabill for the call to consecration 
by Rev. Hartzler and the prayer by Rev. 
E. M. Rocke. The meeting closed with sing- 
ing of the hymns, “I Gave My Life for Thee,” 
and “God Be with You Till We Meet Again.” 
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FURLOUGHS DUE 


Two families are due to come home for 
their furloughs this winter. Rev. and Mrs. 
-V. J. Sprunger and daughters Shirley and 
Jeanette are expected to return by plane 
after the Missionary conference at Mutena 
The board has 
asked them to return by way of Europe to 


look after business as noted elsewhere in 


‘this issue. The Sprungers plan to live in 
Bluffton, Ohio, where their sons Charles and 
Wilmer are enrolled in Bluffton College. 
Rev. and Mrs. John B. Jantzen and daugh- 
ter Evelyn are also expected home in Jan- 


'-uary. Mrs. Jantzen has not been well the 


past year and their furlough time was moved 


ahead so she could benefit by needed med- 


ical help which is not available in Congo. 


| The Jantzens are grateful for the prayers 
of God’s people on their behalf. 


IMPRESSIONS OF BOARD MEETING 
(Continued from page 12) 


| the field. The urgency: of establishing the 
indigenous African church determined de- 
cisions made. 


The worship services exhorted us to live 
our Christian profession and to go on with 


renewed vigor in serving the Lord Jesus 


iF Christ. 


The reports from the field were challeng- 
ing—the new mission stations, the open 


_ doors, the marked progress, the adversaries 
-and the needs challenged everyone to re- 


and Mrs. 


-newed consecration and dedication. Banga 
impressed me as a vast field where lack of 
facilities and personnel is definitely limiting 
the Gospel witness. 
-as a field with difficulties and discourage- 
“ments yet with much for which to praise 
the Lord. The bravery and pioneering cour- 
age of the Miller sisters and Rev. Buck at 
_Kamayala known as “No Man’s Land,” was 
thrilling to me since we are to go there 
soon. 
9 orphanage work was touching and humor- 
ous. 
been buried alive with his mother. 
told how difficult it is to keep clothes on 


Tshikapa impressed me 


Miss Bertha Miller’s account of the 


The first orphan was one who had 
She 


the smaller orphans and of their eating 


habits. 
_ I was impressed with the need for a liter- 
acy and educational program and with the 


importance of the Girls’ and Women’s work 
Graber’s testimony concerning 


lin ales ila an 
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compassion for the sick also made me de- 
termine to be more compassionate toward 
sick and suffering people with souls that 
are lost without the Gospel of Christ. 

It was indeed a thrill to meet our fellow 
missionaries for whom we have been pray- 
ing. Their burden for the lost blessed my 
heart. At the closing consecration service 
our concern for Congo increased to a cli- 
max which resulted in a more complete 
commitment of myself to my Lord for the 
Salvation of souls there and honor and glory 
to my Saviour. 

Ben F. Eidse. 


FINANCIAL REPORT 
(Continued from page 24) 


special” Needs ines eee vcs 9.13 
Nevanea' Statlon® ois ta a ie Re 17.00 
Personal gift to Waldo Harders............ 20.09 
Personal gift to Miss Tina Quiring...... 17.90 
Personal gift to John Jantzens............ 11.95 
Personal gift to Miss Anna Quiring.. 54.57 
Personal gift to Miss Selma Unruh..... 30.00 
MotalGenerabin ie il gay ce ee $5531.06 
Other Conferences and churches— 
Missionary allowances. ......-.--.-.---+:--:+.. $1087.50 
Promotional” eek oe eee 16.50 
Passa Oe he Ni TC ORM iy aeons 1577.50 
Special: 
Tshikapa Station—Bible School ........ 2040.00 
Special wneeds Alte a et el 200.00 
Ladies’ Auxiliary—C.I.M.  ................... 19.00 
Kamavyala= Statlon. Veo: one eer 1251:95 
Personal gift to Miss Lena Friesen... 10.00 


Personal gift to Miss Aganetha Friesen 10.00 


Personal gift to Miss Selma Unruh.... 15.00 
Personal gift to Miss Fanny 

Schmallenberger 000004 St 10.00 
Personal gift to Miss Agnes Lutke.... 10.00 
Personal gift to Mr. and Mrs. 

Carry a Rez eee vis CC eo 15.00 
Personal gift to Miss Lois Slagle........ 10.00 
Personal gift to Miss Amanda Reimer 40.00 

eta le COT ks Lae en eet re aS he: $6362.45 
GRAND TOTAL RECEIPTS ............ $29,194.88 


“Too little and too late” are some of the 


saddest words ever penned. 
oe * * 


Better endure a bit of poverty than luxur- 
iate at the expense of others. 
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Prave “+ Makes Your Faith Powerful - 


C. I. M. Annual Week of Prayer DECEMBER 9-16 


@ 
| 


| Again we urge all friends and co- workers to join in a week of 
prayer December 9-16, as our Missionaries are together at Mutena 
Station for the Annual ‘Missionary Conference. 


® 
| 


@ 
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9. Pray for the 56 missionaries and their — 
children and guests gathered at Mutena station. Pray for Divine 
guidance in the shan of their problems and planning for the 


future. 


© 
| 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10. Pray for the Assistant Pastors and the 
officers of the young C, I. M. Church of Christ in nea Y that they so 
might grow in Grace and he strong in Faith. | f 


| 

fi 
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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 11, Pray for the Evangelists and Teachers in : 
more than 400 C. I. M. Villages that they may have patience, aN 
Christian fortitude and wisdom from God in helping to ae es- ff 
tablish the indigenous Churches. | N 


® 
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12. Pray for the MissiGnarics and Africans 5 
responsible for the C. I. M. educational program, that they may be 394 
burdened for the souls of Congo Children. ~— a 


@ 
{ 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13, Pray for the moving of the Spirit in the ° 
worship and dedication service of Missionaries and Africans inthe 2X 

new Memorial Church at Mutena Station this day. Pray for your yh 
Missionaries and fellowship with them in the Spirit in their an- 
nual Communion service together this afternoon. Turn to page two $9 

of THE MESSENGER and lift each one to the throne of Grace BY ~ ie 
name. : coy 


2 
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MONDAY, DECEMBER 14. Pray for our two teers eleven ae a 
and forty-seven native nurses in their witness of porte and 
love to the hundreds who are sick and needy. | oot 


AX 


° 
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15. Pray for C. I. M. African mothers and Da 
daughters that Christian homes may be established and families $a 
live for their Lord. . ne 


e 
{ 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16. The Missionary conference is over. 

| Pray for your Missionaries on their way back to their duties for 
another year. Pray for yourself, ens God to show you your re- — 
sponsibility to the lost. : 


Orn 


A 


— 


oat eC aR UNANRNRMRNRNENE 


